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SEOTINEL, Gulf Breeze, FL - April 19, 1990 CR: R. Reid 


VFO sightings 
continue. . . 


On Saturday night. April 14, 
about 9:15 p m., my husband 
decided to take some furniture toa 
friend's house to store for a garage 
sale. I had just put down Ed's book, 
Gulf Breeze Sightings, and said t 
wanted to go too. I needed some 
fresh air and I hoped to see a UFO. 

We pulled into our friend's drive¬ 
way on Valencia Street. From the 
end of the driveway, we saw a 
bright fluorescent type red/orange 
light about the distance of an air¬ 
plane except 3 times the size. It 
was moving across the sky in a 
bobbing motion east to west. It 
moved for about 5 minutes, then 
stopped dead still and hovered. It 
looKea iiKe it was just above the 
Detchamps-Rax area in Gulf 
Breeze, but from our distance, we 
couldn't tell if it may have been a 
little more easterly. It remained 
still for another 5 minutes, then the 
red/orange light got dimmer, then 
bright, then dim until it finally 
faded. We couldn't tell if it was 
moving away from us or if it blinked 
out all together. My husband has 
never been a real believer In UFOs, 
but after what we saw, it makes him 
understand and believe me - I 
believe. 

Cherie L Ralph Kline 



(Above) the UFO 
hovered several 
seconds then sped 
away. (Right) The 
UFO traveled across 
the sky as this pic 
ture was taken. 



International UFO convention 
comes to Pensacola 


The Mutual UFO Network 
(MUFON), the world's largest and 
most respected UFO research 
organization officially announced 
today that it will hold its 21st 
Annual International UFO Sympo. 
slum in Pensacola, Florida, July 6, 
7 and 8 at the Pensacola Hilton 
Hotel. 

The Pensacola chapter of 
MUFON was chosen to host the 
convention due to the numerous 
local UFO sightings which have 
occurred, mainly in the Gulf 
Breeze area, since Nov. 11, 1987. 
These sightings have resulted in 
over fifty UFO photographs, that 
have withstood rigorous scientific 
analysis. Those pictures will be dis. 
played at the conference, and the 
man who took them, Ed Walters, 
Gulf Breeze, will be one of the 11 
featured speakers. 

This symposium will address 
many aspects of the UFO pheno. 
menon. Its theme, "UFOs: The 
Impact of E.T. Contact Upon 
Society," will be supported by the 
following speakers; 

— Edward Walters, (Gulf Breeze, 
FL) . author and recent photo, 
grapher of many UFOs. 

— Rev. Barry H. Downing, Ph D 
(Edwell, NY) author. 

— Dr. John E. Brandenburg, Ph.D 
(Alexandria, VA). plasma physicist 

— Brian O'Leary, (Phoenix, AZ) . 
former astronaut 

— Carey Baker (Rainesville, AL) 


newspaper publisher 

— Dr. Robert L. Hall, Ph D (St. 
Michaels, MD) . psychologist 

— John L. Spencer (Harpendon, 
England) . author 

— Budd Hopkins, (New York, NY) 
abduction researcher and author 
of Missing Time and Intruders 

— Dr. David Gotlib, M.D. (Toronto, 
ON). psychiatrist 

— Dr. Rima E. Laibow, M.D. (Dobbs 
Ferry, NY) . clinical psychothera. 
pist. 

— Donald R. Schmidt (Hubertus, 
Wl) Director, MUFON special 
investigations 

The convention will draw some 
600 visitors from across the nation 
and overseas. Local residents are 
also welcome to attend, but 
advanced reservations are recom. 
mended because of limited seat, 
ing. For furiher information they 
should cafl the MUFON Hotline at 
436.2700. Media representatives 
are invited to a news conference 
with guest speakers, on Friday, 
July 6, 1:30 p m., at the Pensacola 
Hilton. 

Pensacola MUFON is proud to 
host this major convention which 
will have a very positive impact on 
our local economy. We also know 
that it will help spread the word to 
other parts of the nation and the 
world, that West Florida is a great 
place to live, work, vacation and 
meet for conventions such as ours! 


PHOTOS BY BRENDA POLLAK 


UFO video-taped and photographed 


starting on April 11,1990 a string 
of UFO sightings resulted in 3 video 
tapes and multiple photographs. 
The big surprise was that all the 
sightings happened at about 9 
p.m 

At approximately 9:05 p.m. on 
April 11. 1990. Linda and Lyle Cu|. 
barton saw a bright red object 
Linda said, "My husband and I 
were bike riding on Hibiscus Ave 
Wednesday evening just casually 
conversing, when all of a sudden 
over to our left through the trees we 
could see a red light It seemed to 
be rising up as it passed silently 
over our neaos and then to the right 
of us where it remained stationary 
We watched for about five minutes 
before continuing our ride. For the 
next few minutes we rode and 
occasionally looked over our 
shoulder to see the mysterious red 
glow in the sky. Turning onto Fair- 
point Place we met Ed & Franca* 
Waltaf* in the street looking at the 
same object We visited with Ed 


and Frances for a few minutes as 
we watched the red glow, and then 
it disappeared" 

Ed Walters said. "It was about 
9:15 p.m and when I went outside 
to pull my truck into the garage, 
clearly visible to the southwest, I 
saw a very bright red object. It was 
several hundred feet above the 
trees (depending on how far away it 
was) and it hovered and then tra- 
veled to the south. Several minutes 
passed, my wife joined me, and we 
watched the red glow that now 
appeared to hover beyond the 
South Rec. Park. Two people on 
bicycles approached and I called out 
to them to look at the object. They 
answered. "Yeah, it went over our 
heads" They stopped and we 
watched for about 5 minutes 
before it suddenly disappeared. I 
had no film or charged video bat¬ 
teries to take photos." 

Two days later. Friday, April 13. 
1990, a group of 5 people wit- 
nessed a similar red object at 


about 9 15pm They filed a report 
with the investigators at MUFON 
(436-7600). They reported thatthe 
red glowing object blinked out as 
an airplane approached, then it re¬ 
appeared, raced off to the left and 
then shot out of sight. 

Because of these frequent sight 
ings at about 9 p.m a dozen peo- 
pie, including several investigaturs. 
decided to meet at Bay Bridge 
Park and watch for the UFO. With 
35 mm and video cameras the 
group waited and at 9:09 p m. the 
red glowing object flew overhead 
from SE (170 degrees) to NW and 
curved to the east (60 degrees). 
The altitude of the UFO was trian- 
gulated to be approx. 2400 to 3000 
feet. This triangulation was possi¬ 
ble because seven other people at 
South Shoreline park also saw the 
same object at the same time. 
Their videos and multiple 35mm 
photographs were taken of the red 
glowing object 



b«ny and Jo* Barron, to try to 
check out all possibilities foriderb 
tificatton. This unusual light 
resembles several other reports' 
occurring In the area in the last 
couple of weeks. At this time, wo* 


WORLD, Tulsa, OK - April 8, 1990 CR: MUFON 

UFO Enthusiasts Talk 
Of Close Encounters 


By Stephen Steed 
World Correspondent 


EUREKA SPRINGS. Ark. — 
For all his trouble with aliens fly¬ 
ing in a spacesh^ above his ho¬ 
metown ot Gulf Breeze. Fla., Ed 
Walters didn't even get a tour of 
the craft. 

“It’s not like I got a guided tour 
or anything," Walters told a ques¬ 
tioner Saturday. “I don’t mean to 
be fRppent. H's >ti9t that you hear 
about people getting to walk 
around, but I didn't get to do 
that." 

The aliens also didn't give 
Walters a message to return to his 
fellow earthlings. 

"I wish I did. That would be 
something nice to share with you 
people." he said. 

Walters joined about 300 UFO 
enthusiasts this weekend for the 
second annual Ozark UFO Confer¬ 
ence. during which Walters and 
his wife. Frances, told of their 20 
close encounters with aliens in a 
5^2 month period in late 1987 and 
early 1988. The Walters couple 
told of their experiences in a book 
called the "Gulf Breeze Story.” 

In one encounter. Walters said 
he was taken aboard the aliens' 
oval craft, where "some kind of 
device” was clamped to his 
head. 

“I fought and I struggled ... but 
I think my resistance angered 
them." 

Some hours later, Walters 
awoke at home, bruised and bat¬ 
tered about the head. He was able 


to recall his experience only after 
the help of hypnotists. 

Walters is not sure why he was 
abducted, but ventured a guess. “I 
think they transferred my emo¬ 
tions to one of the small creatures 
beside me." 

Though the conference opened 
Friday with a touch of gaiety, all 
this talk of extra-terrestrials was 
no laughing matter to the people 
here. 

The conference began Friday 
wiHi Eureka Springs Mayor Rich¬ 
ard Schoeninger saying he would 
give honorary citizenship and a 
free trolley pass to the first alien 
to visit the city. 

After that, the participants 
turned to business, mainly hour- 
long discussions of other alien ab¬ 
ductions. a support group for such 
victims, talk about cattle mu¬ 
tilations described as being too 
technical to be done by cults and 
predators and how the govern¬ 
ment has tried to cover up evi¬ 
dence of life outside Earth. 

Carey Baker, publisher of a 
weekly newspaper in Rainsville, 
Ala . told of numerous spaceship 
sightings and other unexplained 
phenomena in his area. Among 
other strange events. Baker said 
the aliens told his 17-year-old son 
of millionaire publisher Malcolm 
Forbes' death — two days befwe 
it occurred. 

Baker said he himself has never 
seen a spaceship but he does not 
doubt those who say they have. 

“I’ve known people in that town 
for 25 years and they are good, 
henect) Got^eirng people." 




NEWS-LEADER, Springfield, MO - April 9, 1990 CR: J. Carpenter 

Group takes UFOs seriously — and scientifically 


John Carpenter believes in UFOs. He inves¬ 
tigates sightings. 

Don't laugh. 

He considers himself a serious, rational 
student taking the scien¬ 
tific approach to a sub¬ 
ject many people find 
irrational. 

Carpenter, a psychiat¬ 
ric social worker, heads 
the Mutual UFO Net¬ 
work of Springfield. The 
group is a branch of the 
approximately 4.000- 
member international 
Mutual UFO Network 
— MUFON, if you will. 
MUFON literature describes the organiza¬ 
tion as one for people seriously interested in 
studying and researching UFOs. 

'There's enough kooks out there.” Carpen¬ 
ter pointed out. "We don't need to try to look 
like them or attract them. 

"We try very hard not to promote anything 
in particular. We greatly discourage people 
who speak from opinion and belief only, with¬ 
out data to stand behind them.” 

Don’t call Carpenter a Spockjock. Don’t 
confuse him with the folks who believe there’s 


AL’S PLACE 


AL CARLSON 



an E.T. behind every tree. 

Members of the Springfield group — about 
30 people attend the monthly meetings — are 
skeptical. They demand proof of alien space¬ 
ships and extraterrestrials. 

"You’ve just about got to have the thing 
sitting in the back yard, and shaking hands,” 
said engineering technician Tom Strand, a 
field investigator for the Springfield chapter, 
whose membership includes nurses, engi¬ 
neers, a police officer and elementary school 
teacher. 

Basically, field investigators interview peo¬ 
ple who think they have seen a UFO or 


believe they have discovered evidence of one. 
Investigators accumulate any physical evi¬ 
dence that might exist, including soil samples 
and photographs. 

"There are experts we can draw upon,” 
Strand said. "There is one fellow, his main 
field is the study of landing sites. There are 
also experts who would analyze photographs 
these people may have taken.” 

In the year since the local chapter was 
formed. 90 percent of the approximately 50 
sightings in southwest Missouri and north¬ 
west Arkansas have occurred south of Spring- 
field, near the state line. 

Carpenter said people who report sightings, 
and the locations themselves, aren't identified 
for the same reason most network members 
insist on anonymity: "They could be the ob¬ 
ject of ridicule.” 

Perhaps Carpenter’s most interesting — he 
chooses the adjective "reliable” — report in¬ 
volved two St. Louis women in their 40s. They 
were driving back from Colorado when the 
incident occurred. 

Even skeptics who consider UFOs halluci¬ 
nations might find some aspects of the wom¬ 
en’s tale harrowing: 

■ They observed a very bright object in the 
sky, and described it to each other to make 


sure they were seeing the same thing. 

■ The object descended to their stopped 
car. The next thing they remember is the car 
moving again. 

■ At their next scheduled stop, a record 
being kept by one of the travelers showed that 
a portion of the trip had taken three hours 
instead of the expected one. The amount of 
gas in the tank reflected an hour’s drive. 

■ Under hypnosis, with no opportunity to 
discuss what they had seen, both women de¬ 
scribed being elevated out of the car and 
pulled up by a bright light to a spacecraft. 
They remembered the same circulating room, 
lighting and, in Carpenter’s words, "of course 
the same creatures. They described beings as 
very white and thin, with real long, bony 
fingers, a large head and dark eyes.” 

Still skeptical? 

Doubts vanished? 

If you’re interested in joining a group that 
seriously studies spaceships and anybody who 
might happen to be in them, call the Mutual 
UFO Network of Springfield at 882-3363. 

Just don’t laugh. 

□ Features writer Al Carlson's weekly column 
appears Monday in Accent. 



Carpenter 


TIMES, El Paso, TX - March 29, 1990 CR: I. Torres 


Reports of odd lights in sky 
continue with Aimy ofBcer 


By Bulamln Keck 

El Paso Times 

The thing was 10,000 feet in 
the air when Al Limdry first 
saw it. 

“I thought it was a weather 
balloon at first.” 

The Army lieutenant colonel 
watched the object come down 
from the sky last week as he 
stood at his office window on the 
top floor of Beaumont Arrm 
Medical Center in Northeast El 
Paso. 

He saw the ball of light six 
days after a number of people in 
El Paso and southern New 
Mexico saw what they described 
as balls of Imht and explosions 
in the sky. Tne explanation for 
the flrst sighting A Soviet 
rocket had burned as it re-en¬ 
tered the atmosphere southwest 
of El Paso. 

“It takes time and hard work, 
but most of these things can be 


explained,” said Philip Klaas 
of Wa^ington, D.C. For 30 
years, Klass was a senior 
e^tor at Aviation Week and 
SpaceTechnology magazine; his 
hobby for 24 yemre has been 
investigating iJrO sightings. 

Klass said most people who 
report seeing what they con¬ 
sider UFOs are reliable, trust¬ 
worthy people who simply are 
not seeing what they think 
they are seeing. 

Landry’s object seemed to TCt 
smaller as it got nearer the 
earth, the lieutenant colonel 
said. 

“Have you ever seen a {^a- 
chute that’s just partially 
open?” he ask^. "It sort of 
spirals downward. 'That’s what 
this looked like.” 

Landry went into a nearby 
office where Kathy Tavlor was 
working. ’They and about six 
other co-workers watched the 


object. 

It was about 10:15 a.m., and 
the skies were clear. 

“We saw it come down on our 
side of the mountain, about a 
third to a fourth of the way from 
the top. It seemed to hover 
two or three feet off the ground, 
then moved to the right, stayed 
there a few minutes and shot 
straight up. Alter it reached 
what I would guess was between 
30,000 and 50,000 feet, it disap¬ 
peared.” 

Landry said that when the 
object appeared to be hovering, 
it lookedlike a 2-foot ball of 
light of “indiacemable shape. 
Like a mirror reflecting the 
sun,” he said. 

”I checked and I was told 
there were some helicopter 
operations ming on, but this 
was not a helicopter. I’m a pilot, 
one who does not believe 
in UFOs. But I’ve never seen 
anything like this before.” 

People who saw the explo¬ 
sions tlrom the re-entry of the 
Soviet rocket March 14 said 
they saw a very large object, 
just above some high, thin 
clouds. 'They said it that seemed 
to hover briefly over the Frank¬ 
lin Mountains. 

Qrace Breaux of Las Cruces 
wrote that she and her husband 
apparently saw the rocket 
14. 


“W« saw K coiTM down on our side of the 
mountain, about a third to a fourth of the way 
from tbo top. tt aoo m ad to hover two or three 
feet off the ground, thon moved to the right, 
stayed there a few mkuitae and shot straight up. 
After it reached udiat I would guess was between 
30,000 and S0,000 feet, It disappeared.” 

Lt. Col. Al Landry 
Beaumont Army Medical Center 


“We have never witnessed 
such a thing before,” she wrote. 
‘"The explosion was not like a 
big flery ball, but triangular in 
shape, very orange and red, and 
after the blast we saw at least 
16 objects fly off in a formation¬ 
like direction, heading north¬ 
east.” 

Klaas, interviewed by tele¬ 
phone March 16, said he 
couldn’t reach any conclusions 
unless he was in El Paso to 
investigate what people saw. 

But speaking generally, he 
said the appearance that the 
ball was hovering over the 
mountains could have been an 
optical illusion created by light 
of the burning rocket playing on 
the thin clouds. 

Klaas also said there is a “me. 
too” syndrome that comes into 
play after reports of UFO sight¬ 
ings. 

^‘People hear the reports, and 
they get to thinking they might 
have seen something, too.” 


He said a psychologist in 
Idaho several years ago enlisted 
the help of two teen-agers in an 
experiment to gauge how people 
react to UFO reports. 

The two teens made a deal 
with a woman who lived on a 
farm to u.se kerosene to burn 
round patches in one of her 
pastures. The patches looked 
like something had landed 
there. 

The next day, the teens asked 
their friends if they had seen a 
strange object flying in the sky. 
’They said it looked as if it were 
going to land at the woman’s 
farm. 

“They all went to the farm 
and saw where the pasture had 
been burned,” Klass said. 

“Soon, the whole talk was 
about a UFO that had landed. A 
story was printed in the local 
paper. One man even said he’d 
been watching an object flying 
around the farm for two 
weeks.” 


Reproduces accounts of UFO sightings 


TRIBUNE-REVIEW, 


Greensburg, 


Artist paints ^close encounter’ experiences 

- 


By KAY B. HALL 
Times Staff Wnter 

Joan Laurino, of San Francisco, is 
a watercolor artist who researches 
her work meticulously, has studied 
art for years, but doesn’t sell it. In¬ 
stead she ediibits it at UFO con¬ 
ferences and wherever and 
whenever asked. 

She exhibited her work at the re¬ 
cent UFO Conference held in Eureka 
Springs. She sketches and paints for 
MUFON (Mutual UFO Network, 
Inc.), reproducing eye-witness ac¬ 
counts of spacecraft, aliens, or other 
related "close encounter” experi¬ 
ences, sometimes from the 
eyewitness account, other times 
from journals and papers. 

Joan is a con^ter operator and 
secretary at a San Francisco Bro¬ 
kerage. a brokerage that is quite 
generous in giving her time off to at¬ 
tend UFO conferences throughout 
the country. 

A California native, Joan was born 



Joan Laurino 

outside Los Angeles, and said her in¬ 
terest in extraterrestrials stemmed 
from a movie (now a classic) “The 


Day the Earth Stood Still,’’ with 
Michael Rennie, a movie she saw at 
age 13. 

“It seemed so real,” she said, “It 
was mind-boggling at the time, and 
then I had my own sitting about six 
months later,” she saul 

The sighting occurred in San 
Francisco after she and ber.family 
moved there. She was 14, is now 49, 
and said her “encountw” was in 
November. 

“Just dark, maybe 7:30 or so. I’ve 
always had an interest in tte 
heavens, a curiosity. I was always 
looking up at the sky. Lo and behold, 
I saw two bright circular lighted ob¬ 
jects. I don’t know bow far up they 
were, I bad no judgement about 
distance but they were the size of be¬ 
tween a nickel and a quarter in the 
sky at that distance. I knew they 
werra’t birds or planes. Thw were 
moving extremely slowly and silent¬ 


ly," she said, “Both stopped; one 
circled the other and then just blink¬ 
ed out, as if someone tuni^ off the 
light switch.” 

She’s never seen a UFO since that 
time but remembers the circular 
glowing dfecs and has continued her 
studies of art and astronomy 
reproducing what she and others 
claim to see. She subscribes to 
science manuals and magazines and 
attend as many UFO conferences 
as her vacation time allows her. 

She attended a Hartfraxl, Conn.; 
conference and met Betty Hill, of the 
famous Betty and Barney Hill ab¬ 
duction case from the 605. 

“The UFO thing has become more 
credible, of late,” she said, “Jour¬ 
nalists everywhere have covered it. 
Look Magazine did a big layout. It’s 
coming into its own. Soon the gov¬ 
ernment is going to have to admit 
their existence,” she said. 


NORTHWEST ARKANSAS TIMES, Fayetteville, AR - April 12, 1990 


PA - Feb. 19, 1990 

UFO 

On the evening of Jan 24,1990, 
just after dark while attending a 
trash fire in my garden, a big jet 
liner passed over going west. 
Sighting the plane, focused my 
eyes on an unidentified flying ob¬ 
ject higher up going south at a 
rather fast clip, with a circle of 
lights underneath. They were not 
yellow, electric lights, but a circle 
of reddish-orange lights. I took 
that to be a circle of propulsion 
jets, assuming that the occupant 
could tip his vehicle forward and 
left or right for directional flight 
as one does with a helicopter. 
Hope I’m right about that. 

I saw my first UFO in 1962 
about 200 feet in diameter, about 
2,000 feet away, rather low over a 
hilltop. I drew a picture of that 
one. 

Col. M.R. Zimmerman 
Youngwood 

CR: S. Gordon 0 
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UFOs fascinate local author; 
'Planet 4' due out in summer 


Dtily N«w«-S«ii 

AUTHOR — Surprise resident Charles Gruver has penned 
a tale about aliens. It will be published this summer. 


By P. ATWOOD WILUAMS 
Daily News-Sun staff 

H e said he could 
barely read his dip- 
loma when he 
graduated from high 
school in Allentown, Pa., in 
1948. 

But more than 40 years 
later, Charles T. Gruver has 
turned his life around to be¬ 
come an author. 

His book, “The Repopulation 
of Planet 4” will be published 
this summer by Carlton Press 
Inc. of New York. The pub¬ 
lisher describes the novel as a 
“taut and thrilling tale ... an 
arresting, original work that 
has the rare quality of being 
utterly believable.” 

The author, a resident of 
Happy Trails Resort in Sur¬ 
prise, has followed a twisting 
trail of occupations, which 
helps add color to his book. 

During a stint in the Air 
Force, in 1950, Gruver was on 
a flight over St. Louis, Mo., 
when he and the other mem¬ 
bers of the crew were sent to 
check reports of an uni¬ 
dentified flying object making 
90 degree turns and traveling 
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'I hope to be 
selected to see what 
evidence of UFOs and 
aliens the government 
really has. I want to 
find the real experts 
and get some answers.' 

Charles Gruver 
author 

extremely fast. 

“That was sort of like send¬ 
ing a fly after a jet fighter,” he 
said. “We got within 2 or 3 
miles of them, going from 
6,000 to 12,000 feet during the 
chase. But we never got a good 
clear outline nor close enough 
to shine our lights on it.” 

Ever since that incident he 
has been interested in UFOs. 

Last year, Gruver said he 
announced to his wife that he 
wanted to buy a word proc¬ 
essor. “I want to write a book!” 

“You haven't even written 
your mother in 35 years,” she 
said. 


Last May, Gruver started 
working on his story. In it, an 
alien vehicle comes to Earth to 
find a human “ambassador” 
help the aliens locate and re¬ 
turn bodies from earlier 
crashes in four parts of the 
world. 

At 9;30 each evening, 
Gruver, who follows a strict 
diet because he has diabetes, 
eats a sandwich on a paper 
plate. On the back of those 
paper plates his story began 
with a few scribbled notes. 

Gruver said he went to the 
library at Luke Air Force Base 
and did research on UFO 
materials released under the 
Freedom of Information Act. 

At night, he would search in 
his mind for answers to the 
situations he was creating in 
each chapter. 

Gruver writes about topics 
such as overpopulation of 
Earth and discusses how the 
residents of Planet 4 have 
coped with similar problems. 

“It is as if I were being 
compelled to write. It was an 
obsession with me,” he said. 

Because he has a mechanical 
background and understands 
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aeronautics, rocketry and 
trajectory; he was able to use 
simple language of a layman to 
describe the space vechicles 
and activities. 

“I have rewritten the book 
several times. And I asked 
some former teachers to help 
me paragraph and punctuate 
it,” Gruver said, as he thum¬ 
bed through stacks of hand¬ 
written pages. 

“My object was clarity. The 
hardest part was translating 
from the images in my mind to 
a language that readers could 
understand.” 

He raised questions such as 
why the American government 
feels compelled to withhold in¬ 
formation about the existence 
of UFOs and aliens. 

“Lots of information has 
been piece-mealed,” Gruver 
said. 

He said he has a motive in 
writing the novel. 

“I hope to be selected to see 
what evidence of UFOs and 
aliens the government really 
has. I want to find the real 
experts and get some an¬ 
swers.” 


; 2 . OQ -n 

re' B 2 
:.w 5' S 

1 —, o a 
i R 'o' - 

! K I S 


E "2 S'S =>'2 
S g" p 2-< . 2 
^ O. ^ o ,5 I'i 
£ rt OQ O j 

— e f* (w « 
5 « to* 2 fij ; 

« S 2 t! 

* F--5 2 « •; 

" ■/>§ c= i 

e 9 1=^ 3 I 

" S S O 5J ' 

='58^31 

8 g f . d §i' 
re 3 5 re 2 1 


B. 9 - S- 
= 2 A s : 
§ « 7 o ! 

ilia! 

Q cL E C. ' 


■o n 3- 
o c. - 

S 3 5 * 
n (t 


3 , 0 Q E 9 . 
• :r) a. 5 to 

to O & ^ 

•2^35 









NORTH ARKANSAS VIEW, Mountain Home, AR - April 18, 1990 CR: L- Willett 

January 22 UFO sighting in the Midway area 
classified as 'credible and sound' by experts 


By Ray Dean Davis 
View Editor 

A reported Jan. 22 sighting 
of an unidentified flying object 
near Midway has been labeled 
credible and sound" by offi¬ 
cials of the Mutual UFO Net¬ 
work CMUFON),a UFO study 
agency headquartered in 
Texas. 

The sighting was investigat¬ 
ed by Lawrence Willett of 
Mountain Home, a former 
commercial pilot, now 
MUFON's State Section 
Director and field investigator 
for this region. 

At their request, Willett 
declined to give the names of 
the persons who reported the 
sighting, saying they were 
concerned about public 
ridicule. 

’They’re telling the truth’ 
But, I'm satisfied they're 
telling the truth," he said. 
The thing was seen by a cou¬ 
ple and their two young chil¬ 
dren. 

Children are usually pretty 
easy to trip up if they're mak¬ 
ing up a story, or just saying 
what they've been told to say. 

"After talking to them, 
there’s no doubt in my mind 
that these people saw what 
they said they saw.” 

The witnesses reported 
sighting a "huge," blimp¬ 


shaped object flying over their 
farm on that Monday evening 
in late January. 

Willett tells the story: 

"It was just past 6 p.m. 
They're sure of the time, 
because the wife was cooking 
supper and a Springfield TV 
station was beginning its 
evening news broadcast. 

"The husband had just fin¬ 
ished feeding his livestock and 
was about to go into the house 
when he noticed this object in 
the sky, not directly over him, 
but about 70 degrees to the 
north. 

Clusters of lights 

"He described it as being 
shaped like a blimp with a 
long appendage projecting 
from the rear. 

"The main body was just a 
dark shape, but there were 
clusters of eight or nine flash¬ 
ing red, blue, green and white 
li^ts on its nose and tail, and 
the same type of cluster at the 
end of the appendage. 

"The man had been a heli¬ 
copter crew member at a large 
base in Vietnam, so he's not a 
stranger to lots of different 
aircraft....but, he didn't recog- 
nize anything about this 
shape. 

"He estimated its altitude 
at 3,000 to 5,000 feet. That 
was about the height the army 


helicopters flew at, so he felt 
like he could judge it pretty 
well. 

"After he watched the object 
for a few minutes--it was slow¬ 
ly traveling in a northwesterly 
direction--he called his wife 
and kids out to see it. It was 
a clear night, so they had a 
good view of it. 

"The shape passed beyond 
their farm, almost out of sight 
on the horizon, then it sudden¬ 
ly began coming back, at the 
same time dropping in altitude 
a bit. 

Powerful beams of light 

"As it retraced its path, the 
object suddenly turned on two 
powerful lights, resembling 
searchlights....shining them 
toward the ground. 

"The point where the lights 
met the earth was out of the 
family’s sight, so they couldn't 
tell if they were shining on 
anything specific. 

"The object then moved 
slowly beyond the horizon, 
going in the direction from 
which it first came. 

"It was later determined 
that the witnesses viewed the 
craft for 15 to 20 minutes. 
They know this, because the 
TV weather was just being 
completed when they went 
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Photo by Paul Stagnar 


Scientist studies size and distance of UFO 


Multiple sightings and photo¬ 
graphs help scientists locate the 
size and distance of the red glow¬ 
ing object that flew over Gulf 
Breeze on Wednesday. April 18. 
1990 Several of the thirty-plus wit¬ 
nesses who saw the object also 
video the sighting which 

further aids the investigation. 
Using the 35mnn photos of the 
object, the angle of elevation and 
distance to the object was calcu¬ 
lated to be approximately 3.4 miles 
when first seen to approximately 


1.7 miles when the object 
disappeared. 

An optical study is now being 
conducted by a leading expert 
from Washington, D.C., Dr. Bruc* 
RtaccabM. If. upon further Audy. 
the image on the 35mm negatives 
proves to be 0625mmthenthethe 
object was about 15 feet wide. The 
brilliant red glow of the object was 
also witnessed by officers John 
Rhodsa and Don Stovont who said. 
"It was not an airplane or helicop¬ 
ter. It was a very bright red light at 


least several miles away We don't 
Know what it was.” 

Doug Wllkot witnessed the 
object and later reported to Police 
Chief Brown, "I’m ex-military and 
an expert on helicopter profile; this 
was no helicopter or flare or any¬ 
thing that I could identify." 

From April 11 to April 18. there 
were five multiple witness sight¬ 
ings involving as many as 60 peo¬ 
ple. four videotapes and dozens of 
photos. 


Witness describes UFO sighting 


Andy 0‘Dan»«l came to the Sen- 
trn^ last week to share his UFO 
Sighting of Wednesday evening, 
11th. 

Andy said he was just stepping 
out of the dufout about 9.00 p m 


when he saw a bright red/orange 
light rise from the trees behind left 
field. 

It went straight up, stopped, then 
came over the ball park and 
stopped again "as if it was check¬ 


ing things out," said Andy. 

Then It moved south out of sight. 
"I don’t know what it was," said 
Andy. "But I know what it wasn't 
and it wasn't a plane, helicopter, or 
balloon." 


back in. 

"They heard no noise at all 
from the object during the 
entire time they watched it. 

"Their dogs, however, were 
acting up and 'climbing the 
walls' during the episode. Ani¬ 
mals wouldn't normally do 
this with a common aircraft. 
It's possible that there was 
some sort of high-pitched noise 
coming from it. 

"When they went inside, 
the woman called the county 
airport at Midway to see if 
they knew anything about 
what the object could have 
been. 

Called FAA center 

"No one there could tell her 
anything, but they gave her 
the number of the FAA flight 
service center at Jonesboro. 

"She called the center and 
told them what she had seen. 
Again, no one could answer 
her questions. She was then 
given the number of the UFO 
reporting center at Seattle, 
Wash. 

"She called the center, told 
them the story and they con¬ 
tacted the MUFON headquar¬ 
ters in Texas. 

"The director of investiga¬ 
tions notified me, and I inter¬ 
viewed the family . 

"The woman asked me not 
to release their names to the 
media, because she was con¬ 
cerned people might think 
they were just looking for 
attention. 

"The man said that would¬ 
n't bother him, since he knows 
he saw what he saw. But, 
when anyone reports a sight¬ 
ing to me, I respect their wish¬ 
es for privacy. 

Case evaluated 

Willett wrote up the report 
and filed it with MUFON. He 
later received word from the 
organization's deputy director 
of investigations, Dan Wright, 
that the report was sent to 
him for evaluation. 

"This appears to be a credi¬ 


ble and sound case," Wright 
wrote Willett. "It will be 
encoded into our computer 
records.” 

Wright also noted that sev¬ 
eral such "blimp" shapes have 
been observed elsewhere in 
the past year. 

After the Midway sighting 
was made public, several other 
reports came in from this area 
and southern Missouri about a 
similar-or possibly the same-- 
object being sighted two nights 
earlier, on Jan. 20. 

And, two weeks ago, the 
Baxter County Sheriffs Office 
received a call about some 
mysterious lights from a 
woman who said she lived in 
the area of Circle R Ranch. 

The caller--who would not 
give her name- said she, her 
husband and a neighbor heard 
a loud roaring noise and saw 
bright lights hovering over 
their house. 

She said the lights stood 
still over the residence for a 
few minutes, then suddenly 
flew away. 

Some deputies were sent to 
the general area, but saw 
nothing unusual. However, 
the caller didn’t give her exact 
location. 

’Red-orange’ UFO 

Last October, two Harrison 
women reported that a low-fly- 
ing unidentified object, 
described only as "red-orange," 
stayed above their vehicle for 
about 30 minutes as they trav¬ 
eled on the highway. 

These are just some of the 
reports of UFOs and unex¬ 
plained lights that have come 
from this region in the past 
few years, Willett says. 

He agrees with a statement 
published in the Arkansas 
MUFON newsletter: "It cer¬ 
tainly appears that this area 
of the Arkansas and Missouri 
Ozarks is something of an 
attraction for whatever is out 
there." 


ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT, Little Rock, AR - April 9, 1990 

Ex-NASA expert 
says Stealth uses 
parts from UFO 


BY LARRY RHODES 
Dem^at Stalf Writer 

A robotics expert and for¬ 
mer mission specialist for 
NASA said Sunday the B-2 
Stealth bomber is made from 
UFO parts. 

Bob Oechsler, one of the 
featured speakers Sunday at 
the Ozark UFO Conference in 
Eureka Springs, told more 
than 300 people the technology 
behind the Stealth was bor¬ 
rowed from aliens. 

‘The Stealth bomber you 
see flying around actually had 
its primary propulsion system 
removed from a recovered fly¬ 
ing saucer,” Oechsler said. 

"That’s where it came 
from," Oechsler said. “The 
project utilizes an alien power 
plant inside and it’s disguised 
by the use of four GE-F118 en¬ 
gines with a modification 
called the GE-IOO." 

Oechsler’s topic was “Alien 
Technology in Use Today.” 

“There is new technolgy 
today that has been gleaned 
from recovered craft of non¬ 
human intelligence origin,” 
Oechsler commented. “The 
government has confirmed, 
high intelligence officers I 
should say, that these craft 
were recovered. 

Oechsler said a government 
physicist who works in a secret 
laboratory in Nevada has 


worked on the power source of 
these downed craft. OeseWer 
said some crashed UFOs reco¬ 
vered by humans have been re¬ 
paired and flown. He said 
some of them were found with 
large holes in them. 

’Many of them are fully op¬ 
erational,” Oechsler said. ’The 
holes would suggest that they 
were probably shot down One 
of them that he got to look at 
inside had very small chairs^ 
which was the first full true in¬ 
dicator to him that these were 
not some type of top secret gov¬ 
ernment design but were of 
alien origin" 

Ed Mazur of Mena (Polk 
County) and Lucius Parish «jf 
Plumerville (Conway County) 
coordinated the three-day 
UFO conference, which began 
Friday afternoon. Parish said 
plans will probably be made 
soon for the third annual con¬ 
ference. 

He said attendance at this 
year’s conference was bettaC 
than expected. 

“Many of the people there 
were invited guest who are in¬ 
volved in UFO research,” Par¬ 
ish said. “However, there were 
a lot of them there who have 
had a UFO experience and 
just wanted to learn more. A 
they attended most of the tec- ~ 
tures they went away with a lot 
of new information.” 
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Author links mutilations to UFOs 


By KEVIN FREKINO 
Of the Qazttte Staff 

Animal mutilations, human abductions 
and alien life forms normally are identi¬ 
fied with outrageous horror films coming 
soon to local theaters. 

But these topics and more make up the 
bulk of contents In a book released last 
summer that devotes some of Its pages to 
incidents that occurred in Little River 
and Hempstead counties in Southwest 
Arkansas 

The book, titled "An Alien Harvest," 
was written by Emmy Award-winning 
documentary filmmaker Linda Moulton 


Howe of Littleton, Colo., and is based on 
10 years of research Into the sightings of 
strange objects In the sky and and their 
links with cattle mutilations. 

Ms. Howe Is convinced, through her re¬ 
search and interviews with witnesses, 
that an alien life form is responsible for 
some of the hundreds. If not thousands, 
of cattle mutilations that have been re¬ 
ported in the United States and else¬ 
where in the world. 

As Bob Taffee, of Ashdown, Ark., said 
It Is the kind of story one might exp^ to 


find on the pages of the National 
Examiner next to the story about 
the walking catfish that went into 
a house and killed a woman. 

But the material also Is taken 
seriously by many people who 
have witnessed the strange lights 
that frequented Southwest Ar¬ 
kansas in early 1988 The cover of 
“An Alien Harvest" comes from a 
photograph taken by Little River 
News Editor Jim Williamson. 

Williamson and other residents 
began watching the skies of Little 
River County with earnest after 
three women reported being 
chased by a strange light on Jan. 
19.1988. 

Taffee said he was skeptical 
when his terrified niece knocked 
on his door that night to tell of 
the light that had chased them 
But a couple days later, he and 
more than a dozen people saw 
other strange lights in the sky 
Eventually, the group of sky 
watchers grew, and Williamson 
began to contact anyone who 
might be able to account for an 
object in that area like Air Life, 
the National Weather Service 
and NASA. All reports came back 
negative, Williamson said 
Williamson said he also con¬ 
tacted Ms. Howe and asked about 
cattle mutilations - something 
that often follows strange light 
sightings The cattle mutilations 
would come as Ms. Howe had pre¬ 
dicted. but not until March of last 
year. 

In that incident, five pregnant 
cows were found dead and laid 
out in a straight line in a pasture. 
Some had been mutilated with 
large holes cut near their ree- 
tums and another had a strip 
taken from its stomach. Ms Howe 
dedicates about 10 pages of that 
incident to her book and also re¬ 
fers to a mutilation incident near 
Hope, Ark., in 1987. 

Ms Howe said examination of 
tissue from one of the Hempstead 
County cows by Dr. John 
Altshuler showed cell destruc¬ 
tion caused by a rapid increase in 
heat. 

"How do humans bring down 
five animals in a straight line 
without showing any tracks, 
marks or anything, I don’t know," 
Ms. Howe said during a telephone 
interview last week. "I know 
we've tried to match the descrip¬ 
tion of 300 degrees (given by 
Altshuler.) The laser manufactur¬ 
ers I've talked to in California 
and at Stanford Medical Center . 
said that to cut an incision that 
large with any known laser, in¬ 
dustrial. military or medical, that 
would not leave a gaping, carbon¬ 
ized burn, would take an hour or 
more. 

"So, we can't match up an in- 


In a March 1989 advertisement 
in the Gulf Breeze Sentinel, Wales 
refaned to himself as “Michael of 
the Free Confederation of Planets 
in service of the Infinite Creator." 

"Certain highly enlightened 
Starseed Angelic Forces have been 
simultaneously contacting Gulf 
Breeze... and F^ffe, Ala., to battle 
the serpents and awaken the pop¬ 
ulation of the world. It is id^ time 
to inform yourselves and demand 
an end to the governmental cov¬ 
er-up regar^ng both the angelic 
and demonic extraterrestrial ac¬ 
tivities,” Wales wrote. 

Wales said the UFOs ate visiting 
Gulf Breeze because the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment won't release information 
on alien vlaita. Ifo said they are 
taking their ease ta the people 
“They don't want to force them¬ 
selves on a planet against its 
wishes. If enough pSqpla on a 
planet want to know aboot them 
they may be able to make eaaaect 
in a more open way,” Wales said. 
Walssaaidha left QaCBseese in 
Odtohat 1989 aftw bte rWculed 
sod aaitacized by Gidf&eexe offi- 
atoiMtod fellow U TO a sasarcheta. 
Bat Baawn and Mlits ll^) ificiato 
si M Uf i l ii illiamd klaiilf to 
hli asatch tor aUans. 


strument with what appears to be 
the medical characteristics of 
those particular wounds ' 

Hempstead County Sheriff Don 
Worthey had a different opinion 
of what caused the deaths of the 
cattle. He said a local veterinar¬ 
ian found the cows died of toxic 
poisoning from hay He said 
county officials did not have the 
money to send tissues from the 
cattle to a lab and the owner of 
the cattle just wanted to forget 
about the incident 

Ms Howe said skeptics blame 
the cattle deaths she has 
researched on predators, disease 
or occult activity 

"Sometimes, they won't even 
listen to the evidence They just 
say it's predator," Ms Howe said 
"I've shown a sheriff a report that 
said ‘cut with a sharp instru¬ 
ment.' And he said, ‘aw hell, it s 
just predator.' 

"I've also talked with people 
who say, if it is not predator, it's 
got to be Satanic cults," she said 
"Vou can’t match up what hap¬ 
pens with Satanic activity and the 
particular mutilations I focus on 
in the book. They are usually 
sloppier. 

"Disease? A disease that makes 
such clean incisions into the 
hide?" she said. "There is no 
such thing. So you are back to 
humans, government, aliens I 
personally believe there are too 
many eyewitness accounts (of al¬ 
iens and UFOsj. 

"You cannot ignore something 
like the daylight sighting by a 
rancher 1 described in my book," 
she said "He’s out rounding up 
the cows when he comes around a 
bunch of mesquite trees and sees 
these two four-feet tall sort of 
light-greenish creatures, not 
human, with very large egg- 
shaped heads and very big black, 
slanted eyes, carrying a calf be 
tween them He runs in sheer ter¬ 
ror and sees the calf mutilated at 
the spot where they were a cou¬ 
ple days earlier." 

In her book, Ms Howe inter¬ 
views people from several walks 
of life, including ranchers, law 
enforcement officers and veteri¬ 
narians. 

Ms Howe said she gets plenty 
of responses from skeptics, but 
most responses since the May re¬ 
lease of the book have been posi¬ 
tive She is working on updating 
her book for a magazine article to 
be published in Japan. 

Taffee also said he knows his 
beliefs about what he has seen 
leave him open to ridicule, but he 
said many credible and upstand¬ 
ing people in the Little River 
County area have shared similar 
stories with him of strange lights 
in the sky 


Gulf Breeze Mayor Ed Gray said 
he believes that whatever is flying 
around his city is something from 
Star Wars. But he was referring to 
the Strategic Defense Initiative, 
not the movie. 

Brown believes Eglin is testing 
weapons connected with SDI, a 
space-based missile defense, at its 
ranges in mainland Okaloosa 
County and on Okaloosa Isltind 
east of Navarre Beach. 

Attention also has been focused 
on Gulf Breeze because of a new 
book by resident Ed Walters. 
"The Gulf Breeze Sightings,” 
published by William Morrow and 
Co., Inc., New York, hit the book¬ 
stores last month and chronicles 
local UFO sightings. 

But after 2>A years of calls from 
MUFON investigators, UFO skep¬ 
tics, and reporters. Gray said be is 
about ready to beam out of the 
whole controversy. 

Walters began to gain notoriety 
in November 1987 when Gulf 
Breeze Sentinel publisher Duane 
Cook printed his UFO photos. 

"I’d like to think that our genera- 
tioa anil be enli^tened to a uni- 
wme in a way no other aBantlaa 
ku.” Cook laid. 
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Observers; 
Seeing is 
believing 

By Bill DiPaolo and Craig Myers 
News Journal 

Florida Highway Patrol Trooper S.R. 
Bevis is convinced he saw a — an 
unidentified flying object — on Feb. 4, 
1976. So convinced that he would be 
willing to testify to the fact 
“It was making some pretty unorthO' 
dox moves that an onlinary aircraft 
couldn’t do. I’m not trying to say it was 
an alien craft. I thought it may be 
something the military was fooling 
around with/’ he said. 

Bevis was on patrol near Navarre 
Beach when he made the sighting. 

.. I had the station call that ni^t ta 
see if the Navy or Air Force was testing 
anything. They said nothing was being 
tested,’’ he said. 

The Nave’s and Air Force’s silence 
that night is characteristic of actions by 
government investigations into reports 
of UFO sightings and contacts. 

But it’s not enough to silence those 
who claim to have seen, or even had 
contact with, unidentified flying ob> 
jects in and around Gulf Breeze. 

The term UFO was coined in 196| 
after some radar detections coin- 
cided with visual sightings near 
Washington, D.C. 

In 1948, the Air Force began 
keeping records of unidentified 
sightings and reports that it called 
“Project Blueb^k.” By 1969 it 
had collected reports of 12,618 
sightings or events. These ulti< 
mately were classified as “identi* 
fled” with a known astronomical, 
atmospheric or artificial phenom¬ 
ena or as “unidentified,’’ includ¬ 
ing cases where information was 
lacking. 

The investigation cost $350,000 
and at its conclusion, scientists 
reported that only 701 of 12,618 
UFO related reports could not be 
explained. 

Project Bluebook was discontin¬ 
ued after the release of the “Con¬ 
don Report,” based upon a study 
at the University of Colorado. 

In the study, headed by E.U. 
Condon, a respected physicist, he 
and 36 other scientists reviewed in 
detail 59 UFO sightings. The re¬ 
ports included studies of weather 
reports, radar, phoU^raphy and 
public opinion polls. 

The report rejected the idea that 
the sightings and reports were of 
visits by extraterrestrials. 

As a rule, sightings have been 
classified into three categories: 
Visual sightings, radar sightings 
and close encounters or physi^ 
evidence. 

In explaining away many of the 
sightings, Bluebook and other 
similar studies found that a vari¬ 
ety of factors can affect the valid¬ 
ity of sighting, ranging from 
weather .,cpndttion8 to tricks 
played by I^t. 

In da^^ftll# visual sightings, 
lighting, refWltons, optical illu¬ 
sions uid atnrospheric conditions 
can cause eSfM, Officials sAv. 
Nighttiae mistakes can be maos 
#him a brii$MfHifat appeafi twbe 


Even radar can be fooled, offi¬ 
cials say, because it fails to dis¬ 
criminate between physical ob¬ 
jects and meteor trails, tracks of 
ionized gas, rain or thermal abnor¬ 
malities. 

Despite government and military 
reluctance by to step back into the 
issue since the end of Project 
Bluebook, events keep pulling 
them back in. 

Eglin Air Force Base was forced 
temporarily back into the debate 
when on Oct. 17,1973, Eglin radar 
operators reported tracking a UFO 
north of the base. 

On Jan. 31, 1976, Eglin person¬ 
nel claimed to have shot about 40 
frames of high quality film of a 
round and brightly lighted UFO 
over the Duke Field airstrip. 

When the film was developed the 
next day, nothing showed up ex¬ 
cept the background, reports said. 

Today, Eglin officials no longer 
log or investigate calls from people 
reporting UFOs, said a base 
spokeswoman. Air Force Capt. Su¬ 
san Brown. 

“If someone makes a sighting 
and wants to know if we had 
something in the area, we will 
respond to that. That’s the extent 
of it.” 

On Jan. 8 of this year, some area 
residents reported that eight heli¬ 
copters from Pensacola Naval Air 
Station trailed a UFO as it hov¬ 
ered and flew over Gulf Breeze. 
The Navy said no helicopters were 
flying. 

Gulf Breeze Police Chief Jerry 
Brown says he believes Northwest 
Florida’s military installations — 
including Eglin, Hurlburt Field, 
Duke Field and the Navy’s Cactli- 
ties at Pensacola NAS, Whiting 
Field and Cony Station — could 
explain many of the area’s nearly 
200 reported sittings since No¬ 
vember 1987. 

Charles Flanigan, a Pensacola 
Realtor and_member of the Mu¬ 
tual UFO Network — a Texas- 
based group that claims 2,500 
worldwide members — blames the 
lack of an absolute answer on 
people’s fear of ridicule. 

“It’s because we don’t have any 
grass roots support. We need sci¬ 
entists and military people, but 
many of them axe aMd of saying 
an^hing. We need politicians and 
religious leaders to support us,” 
I he said. 

UFO investiga¬ 
tor and Navarre 
Beach resident 
Rex Salisberry 
Skid, “There’s no 
doubt theee peo¬ 
ple (the believ¬ 
ers) have made 
eontact. “I have 
done investiga- 
Uooa OB (North- 
Btowb west Florida) 

people with asarks on theic i 
and aDothsr on thair atML 
which they mM not etplain. 

“Thete's a lot more to this than 
just, *Wheek tbafe% goes another 
one ^ lat’i hit ucense plate 
numhezl*'’ 

Salisbeny’s “offleial” MUFON 
investigation of UFOs in Gulf 
Breexe contrasta erith one by Mi¬ 
chael Walee, a Pslin Beach man. 

Wain moW twOutfi Breen m 
ddxtMBr ItM Asr watcl^ 
“UFO'Covor-tJt)... tdvff* on 
14,1988. The tetovWosbfoadnil 
Matured lin hiiiNiiis with 81 
Inal syowidMaan. 
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beims. 

If ever ihere was a person who 
believes without question in the 
presence of extraterrestrials, it’s 
Russell. 

His interest in flying saucers 
began 3S years ago when he started 
reading about the space phenomenon 
at the age of 10. 

Then in 1%2, everything he had 
read about suddenly appeared before 
him during broad daylight. 

“I had a daylight sighting and that 
made a believer out of me.” he said. 
”1 had another one, in fact the whole 
family did, out in our backyard in 
July 1984." 

That saucer was a cigar-shaped 
object, Russell said, and appeared at 
about 8:30 p.m. 

“My wife saw it first and my 
10-year-old saw it and thought Darth 
Vader was coming,” Russel said. “I 
made a quick decision that I could 
either get my camera or my 
binoculars. I got my binoculars 
because it was starting to move pretty 
fast. 

“It had about five or six port hole 
windows on the side. There were no 
rings, running lights, no antennas, no 
insi^as.” 

Since that time, Russell’s life has 
changed forever. 

“People like me, when we go 
outside we look in the sky to see if we 
can see something,” Russell said. 
“Normal people I suppose just get in 
the car and drive away. How many 


people really take the time to look 
up?" 

Russell is always interested in 
hearing from or about anyone who 
has seen such unidentified objects 
flying in the day or night sky. 

But don’t try pulling his leg or tell 
a tall tale of a false sighting. 

“You can usually tell if someone is 
telling the truth brcause there it is a 
traumatic experience.” he said. “It 
completely throws you out of your 
everyday world. It’s just 
bewilderment.” 

When someone reports a UFO 
sighting, Russell travels to interview 
the witness, fills out a report and 
sends it to MUFON headquarters. 
Reports of UFO sightings are few and 
far between, Russell says. 

“We do not get as many calls as 
we like,” he said. “We know there are 
more out there. This involves a lot of 
detective work. It’s usually more 
difficult to find the person that has 
seen it than the actual write up of the 
report. You have to travel down some 
bad country roads.” 

One such road led him into Fulton 
County, where he and fellow Fulton 
County section director Poe Clark 
stumbled onto a white, cottony 
substance apparently blasted down 
from a flying saucer. The two 
collected 60 jars of the billowy 
cobweb-like material and gave it to 
MUFON officials who have sent it to 
labs to be analyzed, said Rus.sell. 

“Three people saw a substance 


come out of a UFO in October,” 
Russell said. “It happened four times. 
We have taken it to labs and it does 
not match up with over 200,000 
known substances on earth. 

“It is a complete unknown.” 

Neither Russell or Clark would 
reveal the names of the labs 
conducting experiments on the 
substance. They said they're hopeful 
results of the tests could be revealed 
during the group’s meeting .Sunday. 

It is no wonder the substance was 
found in Fulton County According to 
Russell, Fulton County has been a 
hub of Hying saucers for the past 25 
years. 

“There have been sightings up 
around strip mines, in Victoria, Yales 
City, Spring Bay, Minicr and Fulton 
County, which is always on,” Russell 
said. “Fulton County has been one of 
the hottest places. Fulton County 
would be one of the hottest places 
(for UFOs) in the country if it weren’t 
for the lack of population.” 

Russell said UFO’s arc hiding in 
the Spoon River Valley. 

“We went out last winter, hut wc 
couldn’t find anything,” Russell said. 

He adds this advice for the novice 
UFO-gazer: 

“If you see one in the daytime, 
chances arc they arc not going to 
come back to the same spot. If you 
sec one at night, a lot of times they 
will come back three or four times at 
night in a row.” 
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Close encounters bringing UFO fans 
to Gulf Breeze — aliens* second home 


By DAVID TORTORANO 
of United Press International 


Timot Photo by Dan Hostafler 

Paul Russell holds a stick with a substance on it he 
believes was emitted from an unidentified flying object. 


Hunting for UFOs? 
Fulton’s the place 


By Jeff McCombs 

TiiT>es Staff writer 

PEKIN—Paul Russell loves lo go 
hunting, but he never treks into the 
woods with a bow and arrow or a 
shotgun, and he seldom wears 
camouflage clothing. 

He is more apt to be found hiking 
along with binoculars, a camera and 
possibly a telescope 

His prey—Unidentified Flying 
Objects. 

Russell is a section director of 
Illinois’ chapter of the Mutual UFO 
Network, Inc., and a member of the 
Aerial Phenomena Club of Central 
Dlinois. 

“I’ve been involved with the 
Aerial Phenomena Club of Central 


Illinois for the past 12 years,’’ Russell 
said. “That is one of the oldest 
independent UFO clubs in the natioa 
Members range from farmers to 
physicists. There are people from all 
walks of life.*’ 

The club’s parent, Mutual UFO 
Network is an mtemational scientific 
organization comprised of people 
interested in studying and researching 
UFOs. The organization has about 
2,500 memben nationwide, and more 
than 100 members in Dlinois. 

Sunday, Russell and other space 
buffs will gather in Downers Grove 
for a statewide meeting, featuring 
discussions about spaceships, 
unexplainable occurences, flashing 
nocmmal lights and extrateoestriai 


GULF BREEZE — Reports of UFO sightings over 
Gulf Breeze, which began in 1987 and continue to this 
day, promise to be the hot topic when “ufologists” gath¬ 
er in northwest Florida for a summer symposium. 

This suburb of Pensacola has earned a place in 
UFO circles due to 200 reported sightings of unidenti¬ 
fied flying objects. Bizarre tales have emerged, includ¬ 
ing accounts of diminutive aliens and blue paralyzer 
beams. 

UFO investigators are even looking into reports of 
people being held captive by aliens for brief periods. 

'it's the best case we've worked in 30 years," said 
Walter Andrus of Seguin, Texas, director of the Mutual 
UFO Network, or MUFON. "This has been the longest 
period of time of sustained sightings anywhere." 

Theories abound. Some say the UFOs are from out¬ 
er space while others guess they have to do with mili¬ 
tary activities at nearby bases. Some chalk it up to 
mass hysteria. 

But the Mutual UFO Network, a private group that 
investigates sightings, was impressed enough to sched¬ 
ule its 21st annual International UFO Symposium July 
6-8 in Pensacola. The theme is the impact of extrater¬ 
restrial contact upon society and includes a bus tour of 
Gulf Breeze. 

Andrus said the Pensacola area was chosen for the 
symposium because of the strong local group. Of the 
100 Florida MUFON members. 60 are from the Pensa¬ 
cola area. 

“We actually have more members right there in 
northwest Florida ... than anywhere else in the coun¬ 
try,” said Andrus. He said the area was a good sympo¬ 
sium location because of the ongoing sightings. 

The string of UFO sightings in Gulf Breeze began in 
November 1987, when a weekly newspaper published 
photographs taken by a local man, Ed Walters, showing 
glowing objects in the night sky. 

Other residents responded by saying they also had 
seen UFOs. For a time the Gulf Breeze Sentinel was 
publishing nearly weekly accounts from witnesses rang¬ 
ing from children to senior citizens. 

Miami Herald humorist Dave Barry arrived in town 
and wrote a tongue-in-cheek column. The sightings 
were discussed on the television shows "Unsolved Mys¬ 
teries," "A Current Affair” and "UFO Coverup ... Live." 


“It hasn’t stopped.” said Andrus, whose group gets 
an average of 12 reports of sightings in the Pensacola 
area each month. Its March newsletter outlined 11 in 
February alone. 

Rex and Carol Salisberry, MUFON section co-direc¬ 
tors for the two-county area, said they are investigating 
27 cases involving between 50 and 75 people. They are 
particularly interested in witnesses who lo.st time dur¬ 
ing sightings. 

"Every now and then we Investigate cases where, 
after talking to people, we highly suspect that they have 
been abducted and they don’t know it.” said Charles 
Flannigan, MUFON’s Florida director. 

He said witnesses will sometimes remember some¬ 
thing strange happening to them, “then through hypnot¬ 
ic regression more will come out." 

Flannigan said the supposed abductions occurred 
over the last 10 months, and the amount of missing 
time varies between 15 minutes and four hours. 

“The last Incident was two weeks ago," Flannigan 
said. 

In one case, a Pensacola man in his 50s said he was 
walking to a store when he turned and saw a 4-foot 
alien pointing to him. The man said the next thing he 
remembered was continuing his walk and being thirsty. 
Salisberry said. 

The mile-long walk took 45 minutes. Through hyp¬ 
notic regression, the man gave information indicating 
that he had been in a room and was examined. Saiis- 
berry said. 

In another case, a Gulf Breeze woman who reported 
seeing a UFO woke up the next morning with three 
unexplained puncture wounds on her arm. Another 
man found a quarter-size scar on his stomach after a 
sighting. 

The Salisberrys said some people have reported get¬ 
ting “messages." 

Andrus said MUFON’s conclusion about the Gulf 
Breeze sightings is that it appears to be “an intentional 
display of UFOs and creatures ... leading up lo direct 
contact to civilization." 

The topic has remained hot. In MUFON's meeting 
last week, 57 people showed up to hear a Niceville man 
who claimed he has communicated through telepathy 
with “space beings." 
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Doctor who believes in UFOs sues to recover license 


The Associated Press 


TOPEKA — An Ottawa, Kan., 
doctor who claims that his license 
to practice medicine was su^nd- 
ed because of his religious Mliefs 
concerning UFOs has Tiled a law¬ 
suit to get the license back. 

Hie suit Tiled Wednesday in 
Shawnee County District Court 
by Dr. Stephan Scott Corder also 


seeks more than $10,000 for loss 
of income and emotional distress. 
Defendants in the suit are the 
Kansas State Board of Healing 
Arts and its executive director, 
Richard Gannon. 

The suit also asks the court for 
an injunction preventing the 
board and Gannon from “curtail¬ 
ing the religious expression of Dr. 
Corder as a precondition to issu¬ 


ing or reinstating his license ...” 
and “from requiring him to 
submit to psychiatric and psycho¬ 
logical examinations as a result of 
his religious expression." 

In published articles Corder has 
stated that he thought the license 
was suspended because of his per¬ 
sonal teliefs concerning UFOs 
and spiritual beings. 

Corder said the state board 


warned him not to speak publicly 
about his beliefs after stories 
about him were published in a 
newspaper and a supermarket tab¬ 
loid. 

Corder, who has said he had 
been in communication with the 
Apostle Peter, co-wrote a book. 
UFO Contact the Four, published 
last summer. 
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BOOKS / J. ANTONIO HUNEEUS 


Resident Aliens: 
Author Alleges 
Worldwide 
UFO Cover-Up 

Above Top Secret — The World¬ 
wide IJFO Cover-Up, by Timothy 
Ctood. QuHliWiiham Morrow, $12.95, 
592 pp. 

Now that UKOs are back in popular 
demand, with alien abductions dis¬ 
cussed on television talk shows and the 
Russian landings in Voronezh making 
front pages, this new book, Above Top 
Secret The Worldwide UFX) Cover- 
I'p. is definitely a timely volume if you 
want to learn what has really been said 
about UFOs in official circles during the 
past 40 years or so. With an appendix 
containing nnire than 100 pages of 
reproductions of declassified memor¬ 
anda from fonner presidents and prime 
ministers, generals and admirals, pilots 
and policemen. Kngiish author Timothy 
UoikI has compiled an excellent refer¬ 
ence work about the official not the 
I iol!vwo»>d or tabloid version history 
.>f UKOs. 

Certainly the bixik conveys basically 
an •‘anglophile" perspective, (ireat 
Hriiain. the United States. Canada and 
Australia are all covered in great detail, 
while there are two chapters on the 
Sn iei Union and China, and only one 
tor Krnnce. Italy, Spain and Portugal. 
Uilin Anierka. .Africa, most of Asia and 
the rest »vf Kurope just didn't make it in 
tiood's "worldwide cover-up." Neverthe- 
li*ss. the b(X)k dix?s offer a comprehen¬ 
sive chronicle of Anglo-American 
UKOIogy. with plenty of surprises to 
those who are not familiar with the 
omtroversy around flying saucers. 

The title is borrowed from a letter by 
Sen. BjirTN’ Cioldwater. who has corre¬ 
sponded with several UFO investi¬ 
gators over the years. "The subject of 
UFOs IS one that has interested me for 
some long time." he wrote in 1975. 
'■.About 10 or 12 years ago I made an 
tifort to find out what was in the 
building at Wright Patterson Air Force 
Ba.se where the [UFO] information is 
stored that has been collected by the 
.Air Force, and I was understandably 
denied this request. It is still classified 
above Top Secret.” stated Goldwaler. 

You will be surprised by the number 
of similarly important statesmen, gen¬ 
erals and scientists who were involved 
one way or another during the past four 
decades. From the British side we have 
such characters as U)rd Mountbatten. 
Sir Winston Churchill, and Air Marshall 
Lord Oowding. head of the RAF during 
the battle of F'ngland. The American 
side includes Presidents Truman. Carter 
and Reagan, CIA Directors 
Hillenkoetter, IXiIles. and "I^tle" 
Smith, astronaut Gordon Cixiper, and 
all military ranks from Generals 
Mac.Arthur and Marshall to Capt. 
Ruppelt. who was the head of the 
US.AF's Project Blue Book during its 
golden days in the early 1950s. 

One has to wonder that if UFOs don’t 
exist, as the governments of the world 
continue to state officially, then why 
have so many prominent figures and 
competent servicemen shown a keen 
interest: and furthermore, why have so 
many documents on the subject been 
classified under "national security” for 
so many years? The great majority of 
the memoranda digested or reproduced 
in Good’s book issued by a variety 
of agencies such as the USAF, CIA. 
DLA and State Dept, in the United 
Stales, or various directorates of the 
British Ministry of Defense (MoD), the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP), or the Royal Australian Air 
Force (RAAF) — was only declassified 
in recent years under the Freedom of 
Information Act in the United States; or 
released after its 30-year limit under the 
Official Secrets Act in the United 
Kingdom and commonwealth nations. 

Other statements and case histories 
are drawn from obscure periodicals like 
Engtarnl’s Ffying Saucer Review, or 
private sources, correspondences and 
interviews made by the author. On Feb. 
23. 1955. for instance, a UFO landed in 
Lord Mountbatten's estate at 
Broadlands, near Romsey. Hamshire. 
The object and one humanoid occupant 
was seen by Frederick ^ggs, who was 
working in the estate as a bricklayer at 
the time. In a signed statement, ^ggs 
indicated the object had a diameter 
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between 20 and .30 feet. "Us color was 
like dull aluminum, rather like a kitchen 
saucepan" with "portholes all around 
the middle." Briggs also saw "what 
appeared to be a man. presumably 
standing on a small platform on the 
end. He seemed to be dressed in a dark 
suit of overalls, and was wearing a 
close-fitting hat or helmet." 

Perhaps you’ve read about this sort 
of account in the National Enquirer or 
other even less reputable sources. Yet 
before dismissing it you should am- 
sider that the case was reported to 
Mountbatten. who checked the location 
where Briggs had seen the UFO, 
listened carefully to the story, and 
finally signed a statement attestings to 
Briggs' sincerity. Both statements, as 
well as Briggs’ sketch of the saucer and 
the humanoid, are contained in the 
appendix. 

Also of interest to American readers 
will be the passing involvement by 
lYime Minister Churchill in 1952. when 
he wrote to his secretary of state for air. 
Uird Cherwell. a short note staling: 
"What does all this stuff about flying 
saucers amount to? What can it mean? 
What is the truth? Let me have a report 
at your convenience." Lord Cherwell 
responded to Churchill that all "flying 
saucers” were either "known 
astronomical or metereological phenom¬ 
ena.” "mistaken identification of con¬ 
ventional aircraft, ballons, birds, etc.." 
“optic'al illusions and psychological 
delusions,” or “deliberate hoaxes.” 

These explanations, it turns out. were 
the results given to the American press 
in 1948 by the Air Force's lYoject 
Grudge, in order to debunk the flying 
saucer nuisance. But these answers are 
contradicted by the government's own 
secret files, which tell of incident after 
incident when pilots and other reliable 
witnesses could simply not explain the 
object they had seen. Gotxl also broke 
the lid off a cniirenl RAF UFO tracking 
station and research center at Rudloe 
Manor in Wiltshire, which receives 
UFO reports from the public. 

Still more cimtroversial are the so- 
called ‘Majestic-12" dix^iments dealing 
with the famous crash of an unknown 
object in Roswell, N.M.. back in July of 
1947. The documents purportedly show 
an ultra-secret "briefing paper” pre¬ 
pared for President-elect Eisenhower in 
1952. which clearly states the U.S. 
government has in its possession the 
remains of an alien spacecraft and its 
dead crew of four, termed 
"Extraterrestrial Biological Entities" or 
EBEs. 

The “MJ-12” papers were allegedly 
leaked by anonymous intelligence 
sources to Good in England and 
Hollywotxl producer Jaime Shandera in 
the United States, Good, however, was 
the first to print the documents com¬ 
pletely uncensored in the 1987 British 
edition of the book. The debate over the 
authentic*ity of the documents has 
divided the UFO community and. as it 
could be expected, remains a mystery to 
be solved one way or another. 

Written in a rather dull style, the 
book could and should have us^ more 
narrative skill to link the different 
periods and documents in a more 
cohesive and entertaining manner. Yet 
despite these and other flaws. Above 
Top Secret is a good introduction for 
th(^ who want to read a sober history 
of the UFO phenomenon, as well as an 
excellent reference volume to those who 
are already interested. 


J. Antonio Huneeus is a freelance science 
uniter who has written frequently for 
publications in North and ^uth 
America. 
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UFO watchers’ 
club shuts down 
after 29 years 

By Christln* Maly 

B—con Jowifl itiff wrifr __ 

The Flying Saucer Investigating Committee will 
beam up forever after its Ittst meeting Friday. 

After 29 years of scanning the skies and investi¬ 
gating local UFO sightings, the Medina-based 
group's president is moving to the clearer skies of 
Arizona. And when he goes, the club will fold. 

"There are no heirs," said America Candusso, 
68, sitting amid boxes of UFO books, tapes, pictures 
and models in his Medina home. “I don’t think they 
think it's as important as it used to be.” 

Candusso, a retired sixth-grade teacher, will 
move with his wife to Fountain Hills, Arlz., at the 
end of April. A field investigator with the national 
Mutual UFO Network, he has been chairman of the 
Flying Saucer group since 1961. 

There was a time when hundreds attended the 
group's monthly meetings. Now, he said, only about 
30 people, mostly old-timers, attend the meetings, 
which moved from Summit County to Medina when 
Candusso did two years ago. Although Candusso 

says he doesn’t believe interest in 
flying saucers is fading, he allows 
that he doesn’t get as many calls 
as he used to, Andy Stich, presi¬ 
dent of the Goodyear UFO Soci¬ 
ety in Akron, said it will take 
another big sighting in the area 
to revive interest in UFOs. 

"It goes up and down. If 
there’s any activity, it sparks 
again,” he said. 

The last major sighting was 
April 17, 1966, when Portage 
County sheriff’s deputies Dale 
Spaur and W.L. Neff chased what 
they reported to be a dome¬ 
shaped, house-size object from 
Randolph to Conway, Pa. 

Candusso spends hours every 
day reading about UFOs and pre¬ 
paring his presentations for the 
group with the same care he used 
to prepare his lessons as an Ak¬ 
ron Public Schools teacher. 

Every night, he searches the 
Medina skies through his tele¬ 
scope, hoping to catch a glimmer 
of a UFO. 

“All through the ’60s, I had 
seen several of them, things I 
could not explain,” he said. “In 
the ’70s, it diminished. The ’80s 
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Americo Candusso with his UFO data 

founded the Flying Saucer group, 
which has been meeting the first 
Friday of every month in the Me¬ 
dina Vocational Center. The club 
aimed to let the public know 
about UFO sightings in the area 
and around the world, and to in¬ 
vestigate local sightings. 

He has investigated hundreds 
of UFO sightings, using his 
speaking fees to pay expenses, 
and he has talked to thousands of 
Akron eirea residents who have 
seen something in the sky and 
wanted his opinion. 

”We got 1,500 calls in one peri¬ 
od in 1966,” he said. “We haven’t 
had that many calls in the past 
10 years.” 

In March, Candusso only got 
one call, from a North Canton 
teen-ager who turned out to be 
too shy to talk about it. 

So he is leaving the sky-watch 
ing to other groups. Besides the 
Goodyear group, UFO commit¬ 
tees meet in Alliance and Cleve¬ 
land. In Arizona, Candusso 
“probably will do the same thing 
I do here. I’ve just got too much 
invested in this.” 


were worse.” 

Candusso's first close encoun¬ 
ter, on April 6, 1959, with what 
he said looked like a fluorescent 
pipe flying along near Twinsburg 
lasted only 15 minutes, but it cap¬ 
tured his interest for life. 

Even though he was on a date, 
he stopped his car and pulled out 
binoculars and paper and pen to 
record the event. 

In June 1961, Candusso says, 
he saw five objects above Steels 
Comers and Wyoga Lake roads in 
Stow. “It was two bands of hori¬ 
zontal lights, red, green and 
white — all sparkles,” he said. 
The bands had a ball of bronze 
light in the front and a ball of 
blue in the back. 

Four other objects, almost ex¬ 
actly like the first, came out of 
the same hole in the clouds and 
appeared to be landing. 

“I got Into my old Plymouth 
car and raced down the road to¬ 
ward it." Candusso said. “I had 
to keep looking at the road. Once 
I saw a moon-shaped thing the 
color of mercury, but when I got 
past the trees it was gone.” 

The next year. Candusso 
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Bright flash of light 
triggers phone calls 


By DON NEACE 
_ and UPI Reports _ 

Reports of a possible meteor or 
satellite cra.shing in this area caused a 
number of telephone calls to law 
cnforccnicnl officials Saturday night. 

A bright flash of light streaked 
across die night parts of^bur 

Midwest slates, leaving siarga/crs 
and police still pu/z.lcd today over 
whether ihcy witnessed a meteor, 
lightning or perhaps a more mysteri¬ 
ous phenomenon. 

Calls to police and National 
Wcatlicr Service offices were fielded 
Saturday in Illinois, Iowa, Missouri 
and Indiana. 

M. 1,. Skaggs first reported the 
flash of light to Crawford County 
officials. 

"It l<M>kcd like lightning at first," 
Skaggs said, "but then it lasted a little 
while longer than lighuiing should 
last." 

Skaggs said he was traveling north 
toward Trimble near Newlin Cemet¬ 
ery when he saw a ‘‘giceiiish-whiie, 
round ball of fire. 

"It looked like it was about 500 
feel away. When it was about 30 feel 
off the ground, it burst into flames, he 
said. “I thought at first it was an airp¬ 
lane going down.” 


More than a do7.cn calls were 
registered at Crawford County Sher¬ 
iffs department within a 30-nunutc 
span after the 10 p.m. phenomenon. 

Police responded to at least four 
locations to check for [X)ssiblc crash 
sites of the possible meteor or 
satellite. 

A fircworks-likc *boom* accom¬ 
panied the flash of light. One Eaton 
Street resident told police bethought 
the object may have hit his garage but 
no damage was found. 

Speculation of a possible radio¬ 
active satellite prompted Crawford 
County Emergency Service and Dis¬ 
aster Agency members to respond to 
the Newlin Cemetery area with Gei¬ 
ger counters. 

Despite satellite theories. The 
North American Air Defense Com¬ 
mand said it did not consider the 
object to Ik manmade. 

Ab<iut the same time in Missouri, 
Marshall Fainlich, who holds a doc¬ 
torate in astronomy, was setting up 
his telescope in his backyard au Ches¬ 
terfield, a suburb of St. Louis, when 
the light flashed by about 9:36 p.m., 
Fainlich said. 

“About five minutes prior to the 
bright flash, I di^sep a fairly bright 


meteor going from llic south to the 
northwest at about 30 degrees eleva¬ 
tion that was nothing out of the ordin¬ 
ary,” he said. 

“But about five minutes later, at 
about 9:36, there was a bright flash in 
the sky that really went from horizon 
to hori7.on. It’s not anything I ‘vc ever 
seen before. And as it was fading, a 
second light flashed brighter than the 
first one, which seemed to come from 
the south. 

“fve seen meteors blow up in the 
atmosphere ..., but I’ve never seen 
anything like this before.” F^iiniich 
said. “I really don’t think it was a 
meteor shower.” 

John Eysc, a forecaster for the 
National Weather Service in St. 
Louis, said his office heard calls 
about the streak in the sky. 

“Basically, it was just a flash of a 
white light, and that was pretty much 
it.” Eysc said. “We did have some 
initial reports that some people said 
they may have felt a tremor or an 
impact, but none of this can be con¬ 
firmed by us.” 

In Belleville, St. Clair County 
Sheriff’s Li. Charles Airhart was 
home Saturday night and got a look at 
the light show. 

“It was one real bright flash and 
that's it,” Airhart said. “Like a flash 
of white lightning, real bright.” 
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Seeing a UFO is termed an 
encounter of the first kind. But 
Szundy also admits to encounters 
of the second kind (when humans 
make contact with beings from 
the craft) and the third kind 
(going on board the craft). 

“A lot of people dream about 
being on board,” Szundy said, “I 
have a feeling many of those 
impressions aren’t dreams, but 
may be actual visits.” 

She theorizes that those who 
are taken on board are given a 
post-hypnotic suggestion to make 
them forget the experience until 
something in their daily life jogs 
their memory. 

Szundy believes she visited a 
spaceship as a child. Under hyp¬ 
nosis years later, she said, she 
envisioned herself being escorted 
by a kindly human-like creature 
who held her hand as he showed 
her the interior of the craft. 

"He showed me a roomful of 
instruments, which 1 didn't under¬ 
stand," she said. 

Szundy said extraterrestrials 
have come to Earth to perform 
experiments on humans and to 
help save our civilization. 

“I think they're hundreds of 
thousands of years ahead of us,” 
she jaid. “1 think they’re way 
beyond murder and war and so 
many of the problems that hold us 
back. 

"Earth is a baby planet, and 
we are so primitive to them. We 
are comparable to a white mouse 
in a laboratory. 

"I think they are here to help 
us grow spiritually and scientifi¬ 
cally.” 

Patricia Swartz (not her real 
name) made sure the door to her 

office was tightly closed before . ■ -- -- 

she confided her extraordinary she got into the car and, to her 

experiences. Munchine an oranee slice amazement, the vehicle started by 

Her colleagues in the local oeg^r recallld that she first met. 
finance industry, numbers- ° She believes lasting allowed 

crunchers who are grounded in ^ narent^ and 12 brothers and senses to extrasen- 

the tangible world would l^k hSusfo“th iTth warrne^nfm show he? 

askance at an intelligent, highly < 5 * * „ . experience was meantlosnow her 

successful woman who believes ® .Taf „een accepted by higher 

she has been contacted by beings ^^eUklKm"oS^w t^ ?^?ega’'five ?nergv.^’''°‘''‘ 

lot peo^e aren't willing tlmough a lit tunnel in her parents Although she recalls nothing 
to accept concepts, ” said Swartz, ‘'me when she 

an attractive 30-something with a , niorning, ner parents jjia^ked out and awakened, Degler 

forthright manner. "There’s a lot “"f", ‘“t" " ,fifsaid she occasionally has impres- 

of fear there. I think people are ^^® *^® sions of an experience she can't 

afraid of what they don’t know. . .^*'^ 1 ?®? h remember but seems familiar. 

“I know this will sound crazy, . . ‘ believe 1 was naving "i get glimpses when I read,” 

but I felt at times that 1 could’ve m‘®racfioos wim unseen forces, .,]j [^akes me feel that 

been from another planet. I’ve Degler said. Children are very all j,gyg Whatever 

always had the feeling 1 didn’t perceptive about unseen forces happened to me, it gave me a 
belong here — it’s strange. because they haven t learned to jgnse of openness to experiences 

"I used to talk to space beings suppress their extrasensory per- and a sense of purpose. ” 
as a child. People say children ®®P‘‘°"® ” , ^ “I feel I have a mission to do 

imagine playmates, but I don’t She said she never mentioned jg^gthing more than just live for 
always think they’re made up.” ‘he visions to the grown-ups nivself,” she said. 

Although she has never seen a because to her child s mind it oegier acknowledged that 
UFO, Swartz is convinced she has ‘ seem like anything out of (jpQj and extraterrestrial beings 
encountered extraterrestrials. the ordinary. . . . , , may not be a tangible reality, but 

While at home one evening u'®" 'a f*' rather are an embodiment of spir- 

nniie av "Y » pen to everyone else, she said. ui.oi heliefc 

four years ago, she began, for no e" . . f'li. ^gars Deeler .T^ii,®’® , 1 . 

apparent reason, to write informa- . j" ‘"® years, uegier .,upQg ^gy ^jg^piy man- 

tion nertaining to medicine. |bad numerous experiences she jfestations of our spiritual selves," 
Swartz studied lo become a physi- a“r>bates to extraterrestrials. said. "1 know religious people 

cian a number of years ago but' While on a picnic with friends are going to read this and say, 
said she was not familiar with the *^® ^® 'She’s gone, she’s lost it. ” 

facts she was recording. she sotted a Uh U. All of the women are convinced 

The eerie experience, called We looked up in me sky and (j,at their experiences — improb- 
channeiing, continued for about saw a shiny metal object hovering able as they may sound now — 
six months, then stopped abruptly, above us, Degler said. "U stayed foreshadow a new phase in the 

“I just got impressioDS of basic tbcre the longest time, hovering development of humanity, 
information, prescriptions and without a sound, then it disap- “Throughout this decade, I 
things, that could help me in the Peared. believe we’re going to be bom- 

medical field,' Swartz said. We turned to each other and barded with new ideas and 
"There’s no way 1 could under- said, 'Whatever we saw, it’s not visions, and we’re going to have to 
stand that knowledge. I know it from here. reverse ()ur thinking, Degler 

couldn’t have come from any- Degler said she has been vis- said. “Scientists need to make 
where else.” ited throughout her adult life by room for the uneimlainable. Chil- 


EAGLE, Reading, PA - March 18, 1990 
CR: S. Gordon 


Strange sights? 


If you’ve seen something unusual, call the Pennsylvania 
Association for the Study of the Unexplained, a scientific 
clearinghouse for reports of UFO sightings, at (412) 838-7768. 
The phone line operates 24 hours a day, and your report will 
be confidential. 

The organization is interested In Information on new sight¬ 
ings as well as less recent episodes. 

PASU exchanges data worldwide with responsible 
researchers and organizations in an effort to find answers to 
the reported Incidents. 


“I used to think it was Oley streets 
crazy,” Swartz said shaking her Degler, who was converting to 
head, "but I don’t think it’s so Islam, was three weeks into a four 
crazy anymore. The universe is so week religious fast the day she 
big, we shouldn’t be pompous looked into the sky and saw three 
enough to think we re the only dome-shaped crafts whirling 
ones here. above the city block. She said a 

"I used to be concrete-minded, golden figure, shaped like a man 
but now I’m open to anything " but without discernible features, 
Evelyn Morrison-Degler descended and knelt before her, 
laughed at the suggestion that the like an archer taking aim. 
public might find her stories a bit. ”I was in awe,” Degler said, 
well... preposterous her large eyes growing wider. "He 

"My friends know me to be shot me in the right arm. and I 
eccentric, " admitted Degler, an became woozy, like I was 
extremely energetic 37-year-old drugged. It must have been 
mother of five who is active in anesthesia, 
local theater and polities. ’’I've "Then I slept, and I don't 
never been concerned about how remember anything that hap- 
peopJe perceive me.” pened until the next day. When I 

A slender African-American woke up, it was bright and sunny, 
wearing braids and designer and I was standing by my Volks- 
jeans, Degler sat cross-legged on wagen.” 
the floor of her Reading home as Degler said she heard a voice 
her youngest daughter and son, whispering, ’’Now you are 
Africa and Abel, romped around immune.” Stunned and confused. 


EaalWTtaMai Ctad OaSkan, 

Noel Szundy, left, and Evelyn Mor- Szundy’s Bern Township home, 
rison-Degler scan the skies above hoping to spot a UFO. 


3 Berks women relate 
their close encounters 


By Pamela Rohland 

EagleTimes 

O ne of the first things they will 
tell you is that they are not 
crazy, and, indeed, this seems 
to be the truth. 

Although their stories sound 
incredible, the women who talk about 
seeing unidentified flying objects and 
encountering extraterrestrial beings 
are intelligent, articulate, and 
professionally successful. 

One is a community activist, one is 
a lecturer and former social worker, 
another has won national awards for 
her exceptional performance in a 
finance field. 

It was with some trepidation, and a 
growing sense of defiance, that they 
decided to reveal their stories. 

“I know Fm not crazy, but if people 
want to think that, that’s fine.” said 
Noel Szundy, a 53-year-old Bern 
Township resident who claims to have 
seen and been on board UFOs. 

"It’s not that I’m special," she said. 
’’This sort of thing apparently happens 
to a lot of people, but many of them 
are too afraid to talk about it. 

"My guess is that everyone who has 
looked at the sky has seen a UFO and 
either didn’t register what he was 
seeing or didn't understand. " 

Szundy, a Berks County native 
who holds a master's degree in social 
work and now lectures on 
metaphysical phenomena, looks like a 
well-tended suburban matron. Her 
graying blonde hair is swept into a 
ponytail tied with a ribbon. Her 
lounging attire is perfectly 
coordinated. 

Recently divorced, Szundy 
lives with her teen-age son, two 
dogs, a cat, and a fish in a sunny, 
spacious house called "Skyheim 
overlooking the area surrounding 
the Reading Municipal Airport. 

A door mat gives the first clue 
of Szundy’s pred ilection for the 


extraterrestrial: "Welcome UFOs 
and crews," H reads. 

Settled into an ornately carved 
chair, the tranquillity of her house 
punctuated only by the sound of a 
chiming clock, Szundy recounted 
her experiences as matter-of- 
factly as if she were describing a 
trip to the supermarket. 

Her most memorable encoun¬ 
ter with a UFO came several 
years ago when she and her fam¬ 
ily lived in Brewster, N.Y., an 
area immortalized in the book, 
"Night Siege.” by Dr. J. Allen 
Hynek, who recorded 5,000 craft 
sightings there within five years. 
Szundy speculated that the crafts, 
which are often observed around 
water, may have been attracted 
by a huge reservoir in the area. 

Szundy said several years ago 
on a cloudless, moonlit night 
between 10 and 11 p.m., two of her 
friends gaped as a spaceship 
about the size of two football fields 
slowly approached and hovered 
silently above them in the back 
yard where they were relaxing. 

Szundy. who only saw the craft 
departing because her friends had 
been too stunned to call her out of 
the house immediately, said the 
domed object appeared to be con¬ 
structed of a shiny metal, such as 
stainless steel. Colored lights 
blinked rhythmically around the 
outside. 

Szundy professes to be skep¬ 
tical about many of the unidenti¬ 
fied objects that have been 
glimpsed in the sky. 

"I’m always dubious." she 
said. “1 assume it is an airplane, 
unless it behaves in an unusual 
way. Airplanes can look like 
UFOs, depending on the angle 
they're at, especially at night.” 

But the craft in her back yard 
definitely was not an airplane, 
Szundy insisted. She said many 
others reportedly witnessed a sim¬ 
ilar object the same night. 


( i UFOs may simply be manifestations of 
our spiritual selves. 9 9 


Evelyn Morrison-Degler 


< < I think they’re way beyond murder and 
war and so many of the problems that hold 
us back. 9 9 


Noel Szundy 




NORTHWEST ARKANSAS TIMES, Fayetteville, AR - April 9, 1990 

UFO conference well-attended 


By KAY B. HALL 
Times Staff Writer 


EUREKA SPRINGS - From the 
opening welcome of Eureka Springs 
Mayor Richard Schoeninger to the 
last panelist, the third annual UFO 
Conference held at Inn of the Ozarks 
this weekend was a success. 

Scheoninger on Friday issued a 
proclamation stating that all privi¬ 
leges of citizenship would be extend¬ 
ed to the first extraterrestrial visitor 
to Eureka along with a free trolley 
pass. 

Gamut of speakers 

The conference ran the gamut of 
speakers and questions. Profes¬ 
sionals (doctors, lawyers, teachers, 
military personnel, news media) 
spoke articulately and knowledgeab¬ 
ly, showing film clips of interviews 
conducted with persons telling of 
their sightings or “close en¬ 
counters.” Photographs, documents 
and drawings — some quite 
primitive, others well-done — ac¬ 
companied many of the interviews 
and reports. 

Antonio Huneeus, a New York 
based journalist and editor, had col¬ 
lected material from visits to the 
Soviet Union, from international 
meetings of ufologists, and showed 
slides of Russian “encounters" and 
news reports. 


Other views 

Huneeus pointed out that in other 
parts of the globe, reporting of 
unidentified craft is treated as 
serious journalism, that government 
and private agencies collaborate to 
research data given, and that no one 
needs to leave town for fear of being 
ridiculed for what they've seen. 

The Soviet press, he said, had 
“gone crazy ” in their printing of 
thousands of stories about the Ber¬ 
muda Triangle as well as UFOs. 

In addition to the latest reports 
from Russia. Huneeus introduced 
photographs and reports of a ease 
that has recently been reopened, one 
which he said the Russians sup¬ 
pressed for years before their recent 
“enlightenment” in regard to UFOs. 
It concerned a 1908 “fireball that fell 
from the skies in Siberia, with an 
explosion compared to an atomic 
bomb, but equivalent to 2,000 
Hiroshima bombs, and which 
destroyed 770 square miles in 
Siberian topography.” 



The conference ran the gamut of speakers and ques¬ 
tions. Professionals, doctors, lawyers, teachers, mili¬ 
tary personnel, news media, spoke articulately and 
knowledgeably, showing film clips of interviews con¬ 
ducted with persons telling of their sightings or 'close 
encounters.' Photographs, documents and drawings, 
some quite primitive, others well-done, accompanied 
many of the interviews and reports. 


Hunecu.s 

Comet 

First claimed, by the Soviets, to be 
a comet or meteor and then more or 
less hushed up, they now believe it to 
be a “terrestrial space ship” that 
had exploded. And it was further 
witnessed that a second craft came 
after the explosion. 

Huneeus' report also covered 
parts of Finland with similar “UFO 
activity” occurring there. Some of 
the drawings by school children in 
both countries were similar to draw¬ 
ings seen in this country by persons 
alleging the same kind of experi¬ 
ences. In fact, the similarity of 
drawings from children in primitive 
areas who didn't have access to 
television or other reported sightings 
gave the reports an added impact of 
ingenuous truth making one believe 
‘ out of the mouth of bab^ " 

Wales, England 

Norman Oliver, a very amusing 
British author and editor, reported 
on Wales and England. One of last 
year's speakers, Oliver proved again 
to be quite popular with his beautiful 
slides of the countryside interspers¬ 
ed among sighting reports and 
photos. 

The second speaker from England 
was George Wingfield, who spends 
most of his time photographing the 
“corn circles” found in grain fields 
throughout the English countryside 
as well as a few neighboring coun¬ 
tries. 

He said these circles, some as 
large as 105 feet in diameter, have 


no tracks leading to or from them 
but just appear, usually a day or so 
after UF(i activity in the area has 
been reported. The circles are 
geometric and usually have one, two 
or three rings outside them. The 
large circle makes a counter¬ 
clockwise, or clockwise twisting or 
whorling of the grain. The outer 
rings make opposite swirls. 

Patterns 

The grain is bent but not burnt, 
seemingly undamaged except for the 
spiral effect. The grain between cir¬ 
cle and rings remain untouched. 
There seems to be no radiation, he 
said, just a lot of energy, and 
animals will usually not go inside the 
circle but will have to be pulled in¬ 
side. 

Another odd fact, he said, was the 
large corn circles always appear 
near an ancient site such as 
Stonehenge, Silbury Hill, or 


Avebury. Many, from the air. show 
that they have a pattern of sorts. 
Some have a circle with an arrow¬ 
like appendage, such as the 
planetary sign for Mars. Another 
kind of circle was that of the Celtic 
cross, while yet another had a 
number of circles and formed a 
Christian cross with an elongated 
shaft. 

"Farmers are going bananas,” he 
said. 

Reported “com circles” in Ken¬ 
tucky were near ancient Indian 
burial sites. 

Wingfield has no explanation for 
the circles, only that they continue to 
increase. Meteor activity, 
helicopters, animals, crop disease 
and hoaxes have been ruled out, he 
said, but why they appear is still on¬ 
ly hypothesis. 


Encounters 


POST-DISPATCH, St- Louis, 
MO - Jan. 11, 1990 

If Not A Star? 

The Dec. 28 l€<t«^from Harley 
Rutledge presented an intriguing al¬ 
ternative to various explanations for 
the star of Bethlehem as described 
in a Dec. 19 article. As Rutledge 
points out. any of these attempts to 
identify the “star” as an astronomi¬ 
cal object or event disregards its re¬ 
ported behavior in the biblical 
account. 

Rutledge's suggestion that this 
“star” was a UFO is not as far¬ 
fetched as it may first appear. Sev¬ 
eral UFO researchers and writers, 
notably the Rev. Barry Downing and 
Raymond Fowler, find probable 
UFO activity throughout the Bible 
and. very possibly, that the UFO oc¬ 
cupants had a principal role in the 
development of the Christian 
religion. 

If the star of Bethlehem actually 
was a UFO, then some major impli¬ 
cations would follow. First, extrater¬ 
restrial beings may have had some 
connection with the birth of Jesus 
Christ and with his later awareness 
of his earthly mission. Second, these 
beings appear to have a vital interest 
in the spiritual growth of the human 
race. Third, they might be expected 
to respond in some way to the decid¬ 
edly anti-spiritual trend of 2Uth-cen- 
lury society, where self-seeking, 
greed and materialism increasingly 
prevail. 

Perhaps the remarkable world¬ 
wide increase in UFO sightings and 
encounters since World War II is a 
sign that this response is already 
well under way. 

Michael C. McGrath 

St. Louis 

CR: COUD-I 


POST, Washington, DC - March 24, 1990 CR: L. Bryant 

Hardcovers in Brief 


NONFICTION 


Hm G-H Br—ze SigMlnKS: Tlic Most Astound¬ 
ing MuHipIo SislitinKS of UFOs in U.S. History, 

by Ed and Frances WaKers (Morrow, $21.95). They 
took lie-detector tests and passed them. They were 
offered a deal by The National Enquirer and turned 
it down. They have herewith submitted their find¬ 
ings to skeptical analysts. Clearly Ed and Frances 
Walters, pillars of Gutt Breeze, Fla., do not want to 
be lumpied with the dunderheads who fill supermar¬ 
ket tabloids with their maundering claims, yet they 
believe they have seen and photographed UFOs. 
This book, embellished with photos of what looks 
like the very Platonic form of a spaceship, stands as 
their plea for credibility. 



Ed Wtlter^ drtwing at* UFO be cluims to b*ve seen 


have sense 
of the truth 


Kay 

Hall 

Times Staff Writer 


Lauren Rose, of Arlington, 

Va., an articulate and soft- 
spoken woman of 41, spoke 

g iblicly for the first time at the 
ureka Springs UFO Con¬ 
ference about her claimed ab¬ 
duction by aliens. It has taken 
her a long time, she said, to deal 
with having been abducted and 
monitored throughout her life. 

She wasn’t the only abductee 
to speak out at the conference. 
Richard Seifried, of Norman, 
Okla., spoke of his abduction 
and “lost time” experience as 
well. 

You’d have to hear this 
woman sprak to be convinced of 
hO' sincerity. 

She said that she has 

gone therapy most of hv 
, No one in her family, or IMT 
a and associatea, couM 
nGwstand why she bad besa 


the victim of nightmares, ner- 
v«us disorders, depression, 
paranoia. No one could unders- 
taad that Lauren’s potential 
seemed to be snuffM out by 
repeated bouts with an inability 
to concentrate. 

She recalled an incident that 
happened in her home when she 
and her brother were children. 
He also recalls the incident. An 
orange-red ball of fire or light 
zoomed in the living-room win¬ 
dow and whirled around the 
ream and came to rest on 
Lauren’s hand. Both were ao 
shocked, or perhaps terrified 
that they never spoke of it to 
anyone else or even to one an¬ 
other until Lauren decided at 37 
to undergo hypnosia to rid 
herself of the fear and “para¬ 
noia" that seemed to period¬ 
ically engulf her. Her constant 
feeling of being watched was 
part M that “paranoiaWhen 
she asked her brother about the 
incident, he said, yea, he’d 
iberedlt. 


■w recalled, over a parioM 
thm under hypnosis, other such 


strange incidents. 

One of her experiences, she 
said, came to her by way of a 
vision. She attributes this visit 
from the archangel, Michael, as 
a way of communicating with 
her by the alien craft, using a 
method she could accept. 

She has turned her unusual 
“close encounters” into a 
healthy outlet. She writes fic¬ 
tion, and she uses her experi¬ 
ences, some conscious, some 
she’s not sure about, and said it 
is not only interesting reading 
but excellent therapy. 

Richard Siefried, a retired 
teacher, and naturalist, said he 
too had a “lost time" experience 
that has haunted him in 
nightmares. He described his 
Oklahoma close encounter 
(after hypnosis in 1961) as a typ¬ 
ical "rape.” He described his 
abducters as having the 
claasically bulbous shaped 
heads with small bodies and 
round eyes, no nose, slit mouth 
and sm^ ears. 

He u ve a plausible account of 
what Bappened on that summer 
from which time 
mm miash«. He is stUl married 
AMlhasflvegrowp ehiidtao, but 
'hBaoeulltiOeu that many wim 
ahMilBr encounters hare lost 
tMaily, jobs, friends baeaMesf 
Hh effect it has on their I 


DAILY PILOT, Contra Costa, CA - March 24, 1990 

Look! Up in the sky — 
one UFO after another 


■ In Orange County: The first reported sighting of 
an unidentified flying object was on Dec. 6, 1896. It 
was described as two bright lights traveling rapidly in 
a northwesterly direction. 

■ In Fountain Valley: On July 27. 1965. an uniden¬ 
tified rocket-like object roared through the skies over 
Fountain Valley at 8:29 a.m. It was described as twice 
the size of a torpedo with no markings and no wings. 

On June 30, 1966, a retired navy aviation officer 
and his family said a dome shaped object, about 90 feet across 
traveled 1,500 fdet above their home in a northeasterly direction. 
About a half dozen people reported the sighting to the El Toro Air 
Station. 

■ In Costa Mesa: On Aug. II, 1965. an unidentified flying object 
described as round and bright with a long orange tail swept across 
the Orange County night skies, triggering calls to the Costa Mesa 
police. FAA officials said it could have been a burned out missile 
or a meteorite. 

■ In Irvine: Photos taken of a seemingly circular metallic airborne 
object were taken on Myford Road near El Toro Marine Station by 
Rex Heflin. The polaroid photos were later dismissed as a hoax by 
the .Air Force. 

■ In Laguna Beach: On March 4, 1966, a ball of fire was seen 
flashing across the ocean off Laguna Beach before dawn. It appeared 
to explode like a skyrocket over Catalina Island. On Jan. 6, 1987, 
Residents at Treasure Island Mobile Home Park in South Laguna 
reported strange moving lights in the western sky. 

■ In Huntington Beach: A Huntington Beach police helicopter 
pilot saw two silvery white objects streaking through the sky at an 
estimated 10,000 mph on March 24. 1977. between 3:15 and 3:30 
a.m. Air Force and NORAD officials had no explanation for the 
sighting which was also reported by other witnesses from Huntington 
Beach to Sacramento. 

— Compiled by Anne Spiam. 
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i Physicist insists that UFOs exist 


By JULIA SOPALSKI 
£ Ttano Wilur 

^ Stanton Friedman’s theories that 
E UFOs exist and the govenunent cov- 

1 ers up the evidence was not big news 
for Anchorage on Wednesday after- 

< noon. When Friedman asked how 
- many people had read a 1955 report 
cji on UFOs, the raised hands surprised 

2 him. 

o "Wow. I’m in ufology heaven,” he 
o exclaimed. 

S Friedman spoke to three different 

. sessions in Grant Hall at Alaska Pa- 
^ cific University. 

g The afternoon audience of about 
Eh 100 listened for two hours while 
Friedman talked. He packed re¬ 
search and statistics in between 
slides of govenunent documents and 
UFOs photographed everywhere 
from Peru to Yugoslavia. 

When he opened the floor to ques¬ 
tions, the listeners had plenty to say. 

Friedman, a nuclear physicist re¬ 
nowned for challenging the govem- 


Friedman is renowned for 
challenging the 
government to releose 
documents related to 
UFO sightings. 

ment to release documents related 
to UFO sightings, said the evidence 
for allcn-powM^ craft is over¬ 
whelming. 

Referring to the 3,000 sightings in¬ 
vestigated in a 1 ^ government 
study published as "Blue Book Proj¬ 
ect No. H,” Friedman pointed out 
the similar descriptions of objects ul¬ 
timately classified as unknown. 

The appearance of the objects is 
no problem, he said. Boeing or 
Lockheed could design a disc resem¬ 
bling those sighted. But look at the 


behavior of those objects described, 
he continued. 

“If any manufacturer on earth 
could make a ship with that type of 
maneuverability, we wouldn’t still be 
producing F-15s and Mirages,” 
Friedman said. “So where did they 
come from?” 

The ideas Friedman presented on 
aliens traveling from galaxies 36 
light years away were no problem 
for the audience. 

“We know there are aliens and 
they are trying to make contact,” 
one woman said. "The question is 
not their existence but what they 
want.” 

Friedman offered a hypothetical 
possibility. 

Put yourself in the shoes of the al¬ 
iens, said Friedman. Every place 
that the human race has gone has 
turned into a battleground. 

“If you were aliens, you’d be con¬ 
cerned about us too,” Friedman 



Stanton Friedman 

... ‘in ufology heaven’ at APU 


MUFON-NC To Meet Here Sunday 


Ccorgc Fawcett will give a 
worldwide UFO update Sunday 
a! v> hen llic Mutual UFO Network 
^ ( I North Carolina, Inc. 
i2 (Mlil ON-NC) holds its quancr- 
. I> nicciing Sunday from 1-6 p.m. 
^ ai .St Luke’s Episcopal Church 
dc |i.irish house on Cedar Street. 

lawcclt, founder and 
o VIUI'ON NC stale director, will 
m discuss tll-O activity in England, 
Kiissia. China, Africa and Aus- 
sf r.ili.i in a-cent years. He will also 
^ announce upcoming sympo- 
s slums, new books and publica¬ 
tions on the subject. 

Jirn Ingle of Lincolnlon will 
dcscnlx; his close encounter with 
a UFO and its occupants at 


Georges Air Force Base in 
Victorville, Calif, in 1957, while 
Johnny Sands of Stoneville will 
tell of his experience outside Las 
Vegas, Nev. in 1976. 

Danny Barger of Lincointon 
will discuss the use of computers 
in UFO investigations and Robert 
H. Hair of Eden will speak on the 
work and achievements of the 
fund for UFO rc.search organiza¬ 
tion in Maryland. 

A video entitled Beyond The 
Line featuring Mr. and Mrs. Brad 
Steiger, Stan Friedman and Bud 
Hopkins will be shown. The 
meeting will also include a talk 
by George Lund III of Charlotte 
who will report on the March 31 


More UFO sightings reported 


. By LORI SCHOFFSTALL 
Staff WrUer 

u In response to last week’s 
article concerning an uniden- 
S tified flying object seen by 
2^ Tbm and Donna Rode in Hal¬ 
ifax, two people called the 
t-^ Sentinel office and said they 
saw the same object. 

•g Mark Dietrich of Pike 
Town, originally of Eliza- 
I bethvHll^ *»W Ka saw an 
^ object flying in the sky with 
Q* three lights. He said it 
~ looked like three jets firing 
.5 in a V, but he only could hear 
one engine. Dietrich, who 
ri was in the Air Force, said he 
Q thought it was either a large 
plane or maybe the Stealth 
^ Bomber flying north. ’Two 
S days later, he saw from his 
house, which is on top of 
j Blue Mountain, the same 
g object flying south. 

M 

fe Dietrich said he saw the 
S object about five minutes 


field investigator training ses¬ 
sions held there. 

The agenda will allow time for 
eyewitness reports and discus¬ 
sions on recent UFO information 
will be included. Membership 
and subscription information will 
be provided for visitors. 


before the Rodes did in Hali¬ 
fax Jan. 31. 

"It was something differ¬ 
ent," he said. 

The same night, Germaine 
and David Bowman of Hali¬ 
fax were driving their newly- 
purchased car home from 
Lewisberry and saw an 
unusual object "hovering" in 
the sky between Millersburg 
and D^roatia. 

Germaine said at first they 
didn’t pay much attention to 
it, but they noticed it was 
very bright and that it didn't 
resemble a plane. 

Her first thought was 
"That's the biggest star I 
ever saw," she said. 

After looking more closely, 
they realized it wasn’t a star, 
but rather some kind of fly¬ 
ing object. 

When they read Rode's 
description in the newspaper, 
she said it described exactly 
what they saw. 


Unidentified feline objectionable 


0 ) g To the Editor: 

7l As a resident of Eureka Springs 
^ and a member of MUFON I found 
uj your editorial, “Are cats the con- 
tact?” (April 14), not only offen- 
Q ^ sive but also completely off the 
H ri mark in coverage of the Ozark 
^ a UFO Conference, 
g < comment about cats was 

I made by the first speaker of the 
3 ^ conference, a 40-year-old woman 
g ^ who was relating her personal ex- 
< perience. She was not a UFO re- 
2 searcher and had not even heard of 
^ abductions until a couple of years 


ago. It was her first time to speak 
in front of an audience and she was 
extremely nervous. 

The cat subject was only brought 
out when she was trying to respond 
to a question from the back of the 
audience which she and most of the 
crowd did not hear clearly. It was 
her attempt to bring a little humor 
to an emotional 50-minute talk she 
had just given. I can’t recall the 
word cat t^ing mentioned again for 
the rest of the conference. 

Richard Schrum. 

Eureka Springs. 


said, shaking his head. 

Elizabeth Wells raised her 
hand and told Friedman that she 
grew up near Roswell, N.M., the 
site of a supposed UFO crash 
which has become the topic of re¬ 
search, books and a recent seg¬ 
ment of the television series 
“Unsolved Mysteries.” 

“I remember sitting around 
the dinner table and in school 
talking about the crash and the 
transport of the craft and the 
dead aliens by the government ” 
Wells said. It was just normal 
“table talk.” It was the begin¬ 
ning of the space age, she said. 

When Friedman asked how 
many in the audience had had a 
UFO sighting experience, 18 peo¬ 
ple raised their hands. 


Red lights in the sky! 
real or hoax?? 


.. BY REX SALISBERRY 

Q Unusual red lights seen in the 
skies over Gulf Breeze/Pensacola 
Q in recent weeks, have prompted a 
^ minor controversy as to whether 
rH they can be explained by natural 
,, phenomena, such as balloons or 
^ flares, or are unexplainable, hence 
>1 UFO-related. Pensacola MUFON 
5 h^s been interviewing witnesses 
and investigating the phenomena 
* since the onset and lias not yet 
gJ arrived at a probable conclusion. 

At this time, we deem it prudent to 
^ share information with the public. 
N We have received more than one 
J call from area residents who 
^ related that sirnilar lights have 
been observed m the Pensacola 
)h area for decades. Ship captains 
5 and crews have witnessed the phe¬ 
nomena for as-far back as the turn 
j|of the century. Some find it humor 
H ous that we get so excited over the 
M events which many believe started 
^ on the evening of 11 April, 1990, 
H Investigators for Pensacola 
^ MUFON have received reports of 
other red, orange, white, and even 
blue lights being seen In the Pen 
sacola area and elsewhere over the 
past few years. Most of these 
reports have not been explainable 
by natural phenomena 

The current excitement seems 
to have begun on the evening of 11 
April when several Gulf Breeze res¬ 
idents observed a red light which 
traveled from NNE to SSW over 
Gulf Breeze and out into the Gulf of 
Mexico before winking out. 

The saga continued on Thurs¬ 
day, 12 April, when at least 2 wit¬ 
nesses saw a very bright red light 
hovering to the south of Gulf 
Breeze over Little Sabine Island. 
The light hovered in one postion for 
several minutes, and then "blinked 
out." Some of the same witnesses 
saw another light the following 
evening to the west of Gulf Breeze. 
It again hovered in one position for 
a few minutes before blinking out. 
These witnesses who have had 
lengthy experience with flares are 
convinced that what they observed 
cannot be explained as man¬ 
made 

At least five other witnesses 


reported seeing another red tight 
on Friday, 13 April to the north of 
Gulf Breeze. It hovered in one spot 
for a few minutes, then shot up out 
of sight'when an aircraft 
approached from the west. When 
the airplane passed the location, 
the red light re-appeared and then 
shot straight up and vanished This 
would seemtoindicatethatatleast 
two of the red lights were in the 
area Friday night. 

On Saturday night. 14 April, at 
least seven witnesses reported 
seeing a red light to the north of 
Gulf Breeze. It approached from 
the east on a westerly path at a very 
high speed, nearly the speed of 
sound It suddenly stopped with 
almost instantaneous decelera 
tion. It hovered in one spot for a 
brief time, moved back and forth a 
few times with the light pulsating, 
and then moved up out of sight 
Another group of witnesses 
observed a second red light to the 
north of Gulf Breeze which hovered 
on one location for a few minutes 
and then disappeared A third red 
light was observed by a group of 
witnesses at the south end of Three 
Mile Bridge This one approached 
trom the SSE, passed nearly over 
the bridge for a distance, and then 
moved away to the northeast over 
East Bay where it blinked out 
These accounts seemed to indi¬ 
cate that there were at least three 
red lights in the area at about the 
same time. 

Witnesses have also reported 
sightings of red lights in the area on 
April 17 and 18 

It cannot be ignored that so-meoF 
the above events may be hoaxes or 
pranks perpetrated by man. but 
most of us find it difficult to explain 
all of them that way The multiple 
sightings in different positions at 
the same time and moving in dif¬ 
ferent directions would have posed 
tough problems for a hoaxer 
Attaining the very high speed inthe 
one event would also have been 
difficult. If anyone has additional 
information to report on these 
events, please contact MUFON, 
436-2700 or the Gulf Breeze 
Sentinel. 
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Baffling rise in close encounters of the Hungarian kind 


By GaWief RoMy 

IN THIS spring of hope and 
democratic renewal, the thoughts of 
Hungarians appear to be turning to 
UFOs. The number and variety of 
sightings of unidentified flying ob¬ 
jects has forced the state-run Urania 
Observatory to set up a special unit 
for the logging of reports, among 
them one fairly close encounter of 
theihird kind. 

According to the Centre fur the 
Ciaihcnng of UFO Phenomena, 
opened in January in the northern 
town of bgcr, some of the hundreds 
of reported UFO sightings follow 
well-known patterns. These include 
high-flying planes. Earth satellites. 


meteorites, meteorological balloons, 
and bnght stars mistaken for UFOs. 
But others do not fit these well- 
explored sources of UFO mania. 
Several of the baffling sightings, 
some involving Hungarian Army 
personnel, have been found by the 
Centre to be more than optical 
illusions and worthy of scientific 
investigation. 

Mrs Judit Vass, of the Centre, 
singled out a series of inexplicable 
events, involving UFO sightings 
and an apparent encounter with 
giant extra-terrestrial creatures, at 
Tamaszentmaria army barracks. 
These continued for about a month 
and were duly logged by the Army. 

According to the testimony of the 


entire unit, the UFO intrusion 
began on the ni^i of October 20 last 
year with an eerie noise which 
increased in volume every 20 sec¬ 
onds or so. Then one of the guards 
noticed three shiny round oluects 
preceded by a beam of light. A^r a 
while these disappeared over the 
forest behind the barracks. 

On November 20, soldiers on 
guard duly noticed a cloud of red 
mist in the sky with curious flashing 
lights inside it. followed by a UFO. 
shaped like the planet Saturn, which 
floated over the barracks and dis¬ 
appeared over the foresL Two of the 
guards reported that they were 
illuminated bnefly with a powerful 
beam of light which made them sick. 


Later that night Private Lajos 
Dioszegi spotted iOfl tall figures in 
the forest clearing facing the bar¬ 
racks. "They were moving as if they 
were chess pieces." he stated. "All 
the animals in the barracks pigs, 
sheep and dogs — became frantic." 

Mrs Vass said that among the 
many sightings awaiting evaluation 
was the report of a dnver from the 
village of Lijosmizse who suddenly 
became aware of a "flying light 
phenomenon" going parallel with 
his car. then above it. it was so 
powerful It illuminaied a 50-yard 
stretch either side of the road. When 
he came to a bend he braked, but his 
car continued on the road at the 
same speed and cornered at a 90- 


degree angle without skidding. The 
driver felt that "some external 
power" kept his car on the road as he 
had lost control. It lasted for another 
200 yards then ceased. 

Mrs Vass said that, while there 
may well be perfectly rational 
explanations for some of the reports, 
"we cannot ignore the inexplicable 
phenomena reported to us". 

It IS a curious coincidence that (he 
number of UFO sightings in the 
Soviet Union in recent years ap¬ 
peared to increase as the country's 
economic and political problems 
mounted. But most Hungarians 
seem to be looking to the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund for salva¬ 
tion, not to exira-terrestnal beings. 


Have you had 
a close 
encounter? 

STAR-GAZING students 
at Sandweil College have 
got their heads in the 
clouds producing a televi¬ 
sion documentary on 
visitors from outer-space. 

And they want to hear 
from people in the 
borough who have had a 
cose encounter, or a UFO 
Sighting of their own. 

Although the students 
have letters from a num¬ 
ber of eye-witnesses, they 
are keen to interview 
people who have had 
more recent sightings. 

Anyone claiming to have 
had such cosmic experi¬ 
ences should write to; 
UFO encounters. C/0 
Television Unit, Sandweil 
College, Woden Road 
South, Wednesburv WSIO 
OPE. 


Corny riddle has ’em 
going round in circles 








FLYING SAUC'I:RS may seem an unlikely cause 
of the nailened circles of wheal that bafllc farmers 
and scientists. 




UFO ‘captured 
on video tape’ 


THE AHStVE/i lies in 
the soil — Rodney and 
Richard investigate the 
mysterious wheat cir¬ 
cles that have the bof¬ 
fins in a spin 


Uul Much Madhatn 
brothers Rodney and Ri¬ 
chard Munday are even 
less convinced (hat the 
mystery markings, which 
appeared overnight on 
their land last summer, are 
due to underground fungi 
Rodney and Richard 
found two circles 10 yards 
across in a field on ihcir 
180-acre C'amwell Hall 
Farm 

Rodney said “Some¬ 
body told me there was 
talk abuul a fungus I 
think It is highly improb¬ 
able." 

But biologists Michael 
Hall and Andrew Macara 
propose the theory afler 
carrying out a study 

They believe the circles 
are not due to UFOs or 
anything supernatural at 
alt. They say fungi attack 
the roots of the growing 
corn, wh'ch are then 


wcakcncii enough for 
them to be blown doMn at 
night when they are laden 
with dew. 

Why in a circle'' 1 he 
boffins reckon its because 
the cultivated soil is ot a 
constant density, allowing 
the fungus to spread 
evenly 

Rodney is sceptical He 
believes the circles are 
more likely to be caused 
by a sudden change in ihe 
almosphere, causing .1 
strong vacuum effect 

Another doubling Tho 
mas of the fungi theory is 
Professor Archibald Roy. 
honorary research fellou 
at Glasgow Universtiy, 
who has been studying the 
strange circles for lour 
years He believes 
"another intelligence'' 
has to be taken into 
account! 


* Summerjdgil 
s wasn’t in vain 

~ DESIGN engineer Pat Delgado once 
c worked for NASA, tracking spacecraft to 
the Moon and Venus. 


^ Now he’s wondering if he’s chasing alien space- 
M ships - fbr he has captured a UFO on video-tape. 


„ Pat is one of the two ex- 
• perts reported last summer 
CO investigating mysterious 
'P flattened circles appearing 
fO in growing crops. 

^ A group of scientists kept 
,, waten for seven days and 
E-t nights over a special Hamp- 
^ shire field but the circles • 
2 or what makes them - re¬ 
fused to co-operate. 

^ Said Pat: It’s as if some 
cJ intelligence was saying: 
2 'You're not going to trap 
me like a rabbit!" 

But now, many months 
on, it seems that the vigil 
was not in vain afler all. 



Pat, who lives in Hamp¬ 
shire, revealed: ''We were 
working our way through a 
great pile of videos made at 
that time and on an infra¬ 
red tape suddenly saw a 
large orange ball hovering 
over the ground. 

*We now remember that 
somebody did report seeing 
an orange, misty light at 
the time. 

“A crop circle was found 
nearby so we may for the 



first time have visual evi¬ 
dence of the energy, or 
whatever it is, that creates 
the circles." 

Because Iasi year a re¬ 
cord 270 circles were repor¬ 
ted from an ever wider 
area of Britain and around 
the world, Pat and his re¬ 
search colleague Colin An¬ 
drews are recruiting public 


support to monitor the 
mystery. 

0lf you ufant to get in¬ 
volve send an SAE to 
Crop Watch. BBC Peb¬ 
ble Mill, Daytime Live, 
Birmingham B5 7QQ. 
And if you find a crop 
circle - tell the New For¬ 
est Post too! 



CO 

hd 


UFO sighting 
over village 


Two Oakworth men watched 
amazed on Monday night as a 
UFO hovered over local moor¬ 
land 

John Langford and Paul 
Cowling were out walking a 
dog when they spotted the 
ob^t above clouds. 

They watched for about an 
hour as the large round pale- 
coloured object darted around 
the sky. 

John. 34. of Lane Ends, told 
the Keighley News; "It moved 
around very quickly and kept 


disappearing behind clouds, 
but it was verv visible 
"I have always been open- 
minded about UFOs bui this 
has convinced me of ihcir 
existence The object certainly 
wasn't a plane and I cannot 
think what else it could have 
been." 

John, an administration ofTi- 
ccr at Keighley Town Hall, is 
contacting the Bailey-based 
UFO Network which compiles 
records of such incidents. 



Flying triangle has Belgians going round in circles 


• THE BELGIAN air force has been on 
H alert for three nights running, writes 
,, Lucy Keilaway. Two Hawker Slddeley 
CC airlift equipped with infra-red cam- 
L) eras and sophisticated electronic sen¬ 
sors have been patrolling the skies. 
Q Down below, the Belgian police force 
^ has kept a constant watch, helped by 
•-H more thaw 1,000 concMned dvUlans. 

Along the border with Germany. 20 
® lookout posts have been set np. Their 
^ target: an Unldentlfled Hying Object 
fllsee December, there have been 800 
u rapirted sightings, and even though 
Q. mm» resemble a lamp-post more 
^ tkmtky than a UFO, many m the others 
are being earnestly examined by 


SOBEPS, the Belgian Society for Study¬ 
ing Spaclal Phenomena. 

More surprising Is how seriously the 
army Is taking the whole thing. For the 
time being it says it Is viewing the 
matter as a 'technical cnrioalty' as the 
Intruder has shown no aggressive 
signs. Should It turn nasty. It arlll be a 
different matter altogether. 

The Easter oparatlon was meant to 
be a world first, a confrontation 
between eartli-boand defence forces 
and a UFO. The world’s television 
crews camped oat on a chilly Ardennee 
airfield to get the first pictures. 

But the event made rather poor view¬ 
ing. Several times the UFO was 'teen* 


from the ground, but each time the 
aircraft got there too late, In one case 
missing the mystery intruder by Just 
three minutes. To midie matters worse, 
the cloud was low, the weather change¬ 
able. and the UFO tended to hover Just 
above the rooftops, too low to be con¬ 
fronted by an aircraft. 

The pilots, sworn to secrecy nntll the 
Defence Ministry has had time to 
watch the video evidence, seemed to 
have little to report, and could not con¬ 
firm rumours of all kimi« of Irregular 
blips on their radars. 

Far from declaring the operation a 
failure, the UFO-obeeeeed Belglen 
media appear more convinced than 


ever that there is something odd hover¬ 
ing over the peaceful countryside of 
Wallonia. Scientists on the ground 
appear in the past few days to have 
produced a clear Image of the object, 
which is said to correspond to the 
reports of eyewitnesses. It is a triangle 
30m-50m in diameter, with red, green 
and white lights at the corners. 10 
times brighter than any star. It has a 
convex underbelly and makes a sharp 
whistling noise. 

Belgium may not quite yet have 
found Its UFO. But It hiu found a nice 
new use for Its air force now that its 
services are needed less and le« by 
earthilngs. 
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be yond belie f 


H ^Phe road was dark and 
.. I deserted as the small 
CC B saloon car swung round 
^ the corner, stereo blaring. 

headlights lancing through 
^ the blackness, 

Wilfred Gomez, and his 
passenger. Simon Milling- 
^ ton, thought it looked an 
^ unexceptional night. They 
were travelling through the 
■g Kent countryside along the 
u route they’d taken on previ- 
5 ous evenings. Behind them 
shimmered the neon glow 
* of Margate. In the houses 
they passed, people were 
S already retiring to bed. 

^ Wilfred and Simon, both 
g' 19 and students, were look- 
;§ ing forward to reaching 
their separate homes. ‘We 
c hadn't been drinking and 
0 we were wide awake.’ says 
C W^ilfred emphatically. 

0 Everything seemed so 
completely normal. 

^ That normalit>’. that se* 
2 cure sense of ordinariness, 
g changed in the fraction of a 
oa second it look for their eyes 
^ to leave the road and be 
drawn upwards to the sky. 
H with its faint sprinkling of 
< stars. Wilfred describes 
^ seeing ‘a spiralling vortex 
of flashing light'. 

it was making a strange 
noise.’ he says. ‘We saw 
what looked like an up¬ 
turned TV satellite dish 
with lots of flashing lights. 
It appeared to brush the 
ground — then the lights 


blinked out. It was absolute¬ 
ly unbelievable.' 

Just another UFO story 
without any positive prooP 

That’s what it might have 
become if the two students 
had lost their nerve and 
raced off. But. realising the 
uniqueness of their experi¬ 
ence. they pul aside their 
fear and pulled over. Then 
they clambered into the 
field, determined to find the 
landing spot of the UFO. 

Together they searched 
in the darkness, eventually 
concluding that there was 

Below: Wilfred Gomez and his 
amazing corn circle discovery 


no alien craft or extraterres¬ 
trials waiting to greet them. 
Instead they discovered an¬ 
other puzzle, one equally 
challenging to modern sci¬ 
ence: a corn circle. 

It consisted of a circle of 
flattened corn 60fl across. 
Wilfred and Simon stared at 
it. wondering what it meant. 

Unable to do much in the 
darkness, they went home. 
But. the next morning, an 
excited Wilfred returned 
with other witnesses to 
make sure he had not been 
dreaming. The circle was 
still there, clearly marked 
out against the rest of the 





Charles says: 'Keep me in touch' 

Prince Charles has asked to rious about anything whii 


be kept up to date about the 
mystery ol the corn circles. 
He has read much of the liter¬ 
ature on them, including the 
book Circular Evidence by Pal 
Delgado and Colin Andrews 
(Bloomsbury, £13.95). 

As a result he has instruct¬ 
ed one ol his equerries to ad¬ 
vise him lully about all new 
developments. 

As a landowner and farm¬ 
er, the Prince is naturally cu¬ 


rious about anything which 
affects crops. But he is even 
more interested in solving a 
mystery which may contain 
an element of the paranor¬ 
mal. Although he now hides 
it for fear of scorn, he re¬ 
mains intrigued by phenome¬ 
na which can’t be explained 
by conventional science. 

Pat Delgado hopes the 
Prince may even offer to take 
part in the crop watch to be 
mounted in the summer. 


crop, 'llie flattened corn 
stalks were unbroken and 
swirled in an anli-clockwise 
direction. Nearby was a 
second, smaller circle. 

To anyone who scoffed at 
his story. Wilfred pointed 
and said: These circles pro¬ 
vide concrete proof some¬ 
thing was there.' 

One person who certain¬ 
ly didn't scoff was retired 
engineer Pat Delgado, of 
Alresford in Hampshire. 
The world’s leading author¬ 
ity on corn circles, he had 
been waiting for exactly 
this kind of report, some¬ 
thing that would confirm 



his suspicion of a paranor¬ 
mal connection. 

‘It was one of the best cas¬ 
es.’ he said, after examining 
the details. These witness¬ 
es saw something come 
down from the sity. then 
found a corn circle. The two 
things are closely related.’ 

The Margate incident 
was the best of the 1989 
examples of corn circles, 
which occurred at an un¬ 
precedented rate last sum¬ 
mer. Ten years ago. there 
were fewer than 20 a year. 
By 1988 that had increased 
to 96. Last year the figure 
hit a staggering 270. 

The first real suspicions 
that the circles might be 
paranormal came in 1987. 
One night teacher Mary 
Freeman, of Marlborough, 
in Wiltshire, was driving 
through the village of 
Avebury — famous for its 
mysterious stone circle — 
when she spotted a glowing 
light in the sky. It was a pale 
gold, large, silent and mo¬ 
tionless. Then she saw it 
shine a dazzling beam at 
the ground — something 

Lett: Colin Andrews studies 
the sites of corn circles 


she thought resembled ‘an 
energy beam’. At the same 
moment her cigarette pack¬ 
et and a booklet flew off the 
dashboard and into her lap. 

The sighting disturbed 
her. and she told friends 
about it. But she was even 
more alarmed to learn that 
corn circles had been dis¬ 
covered in the field where 
the beam had focused. 

Mary, now 31. says; ‘As 1 
was being told about the 
corn circles, even before 
the sentence was finished. I 
just knew what I was going 
to hear, that it was some¬ 
thing connected with the 
paranormal. 

'I believe in the paranor 
mal and I’m glad I had this 
experience. I just accept 
what happened as being 
perfectly normal. Now I 
hope my experience will 
help scientific research.’ 

Peptics say the circles 
are produced by hoaxer^ 
— a view strongly chal 
lenged by researcher Ralpli 
Noyes, a retired Ministry ol 
Defence official. 

■sphere have been 800 cir¬ 
cles discovered in 10 years.' 
he says. The largest was 
100ft wide. The corn is laid 


UFO seen 

.\ STA.NDON family claim to have seen a LIFO last 
Tuesday evening and hope to have captured it on film. 

Mrs Sandra Frostick said it had two really bright, 
greenish lights, with a red light on the top. 

‘‘It was hovering slightly — there was no noise and 
I must say It frightened me. It stayed in the same 
place for about two hours." 

She first saw it from the garden of her Aston Road 
home, and later from her mother's home at 
Braughing. 

Her sons Chris and Adam, and Chris’s girlfriend 
Diane also saw it. 

It disappeared at about 10pm. 

The Ministry of Defence said it bad lots of reports 
about laser lights giviog "peculiar effects.** 


Was the ||ov^ih|9 whit^ ball a UFO? 


UFO experts have been flooded 
with calls after the sighting of 
a white rotating light in the 
skies over Southend. 

The large white ball, ringed 
by blue, red and gretm lights 
was spotted on Saturday and 
Sunday nights by families in 
Rochford, Shoebury and Had 
leigh. 

L'FO boffin Ron West said IH 
witnessHs had called the Kasi ,Ang 
ban IFO Watch to repsirt file 
sighting* of what he claims can 
only bg an unidentified flyinu nhicci 

Mr V\»‘si said What make* the'.. 


sightings all the more exciting is 
that the accf)unts from the witnesses 
are virtuallv the same 

“They all claim to have seen a 
large white ball rotating but making 
no noise whatsoever 

Three people in Rochfbni sau 
It on Saturday, a white or yellowish 
object which hovered for 20 minutes 
before sh(H)fing out to sen 
' On Sunria>. there were l.‘ reports 
from Southend. ShiM'luiry^ I^igh. 
ThoifM- Ha>. and HiK'hfonl, all re 
portinu simil;trohn-r-ts 

All call'- were matle iMMuren 
H..>()pm and Hi lopin 


"It hovered over in the east of 
the town, for eight or 10 minutes 
iH'fore moving quickly toward.s 
W/estcliff where ii hovered again 
before flying off t(.wards Kent at 
ver> low altitude 

"To m> knowleiige there is no 
thing m the RAF or the I S .An 
force whah could do this sort ol 
thing, and until there is proof 
ottierw ise It has to t)e a I'FO " 

One ot the witnesses phoned 
SoutlHMid .Airi>ort at the timi’ to 
ask It the\ had anv e.vpianaiion. 
bill they said there was nothing 
showing up on their radar si-reeiis 


Witness Marion .Morgan ol i oiii 
mon Hall l>ane. Hadleigh. said 1 
could not believe my e\ps. 1 woke 
the children up and called m\ 
husband li was just luaenng in 
the sk\. 

"M\ husband said it must be a 
bright st.ni^ then it just seemed tn 

taki'ofi 

■‘The onl\ thing I could cf'mfiane 
Its musenient- wuti would tie a 
Harrier let or a \er\ Iasi In-licaptvr 
hut 1 am certain it i- not one oi 
those." 

Anvone who saw the ribject is 
asKefI to contact ihe UFO hotline 
on 2KK<)7H 


flat without being damaged. 
And it is braided and spun 
in complex patterns. Who 
are these hoaxers — so nu¬ 
merous. so hard-working, 
yet never spotted? 

The truth is no hotixcr 
could do all this.' 

Other evidence which 
adds to the mystery in¬ 
cludes the strange noises 
Pat Delgado has recorded 
coming from the circles. 
■The sound is floating over 
the lop. It consists of 
knocks, licks, bangs — but 
you can't pin down exactly 
vvliere they come from.' 

The earliest circles were 



ADove: Pat Delgado, the 
authority on mystery circles 

confined to soulliern Eng¬ 
land. wiihin .SO miles of 
Winchesler. Bui. last year, 
they extended lo Kent, 
NoUinghamshire and Dun¬ 
dee. Sc'otland. In the latter 
case, a man saw the corn 
being laid flat in about 12 
seconds. '1 was walking 
home by the edge of the 
field, just around dawn, 
when I saw' the corn in a 
pan of the field starling to 
sway violently, as though a 
storm was coming. 1 
crouched down, thinking it 
might be toxes playing, but 
there were no animals 
there. Then suddenly the 
corn collapsed — in a per¬ 
fect circle. I’ve never seen 
anything like it before or 
since.' 

It's an authentic mystery, 
one which leaves Pat Del¬ 
gado shaking his head. 

The patterns are mind- 
boggling,’ he says. 'Known 
science has no explanation. 
That leaves the paranormal 
and the spiritual. 

‘I suspect the cause may 
be an inexplicable energy, 
possibly manipulated by a 
higher form of intelligence. 
That’s why we are particu¬ 
larly interested when the 
circles are linked with a 
UFO sighting.’ 

John Dale 












Monitoring alien activity: Michael Soper at his home, HQ of Contact International 

Keeping tahs on the 
vlsitois from space 


THERE may be more in 
heaven and earth than 
in most of our philoeO' 
phies — but in a semi¬ 
detached house in Ous- 
ley Close. Marston. the 
existence of UFOs on 
this planet is an unques- 
tion^ fact. 

The house is the UR 
headquarters of Contact 
Interrmtional, an organ¬ 
isation that monitors the 
comings and goings of 
spaceships, flying sau¬ 
cers and the like. 

It is home to Michael 
Soper, a freelance maths 
tutor and chairman of 
the 250-strong organisa¬ 
tion . 

*'I don’t see it as my 
job to convince others of 
the existence of UFOs 
anymore.” he says. “I 
now consider there is 
easily enough proof. 

“Since American mili¬ 
tary papers have be¬ 
come declassified under 
a new open information 
law, too many well doc¬ 
umented and profes¬ 
sionally researched ac¬ 
counts of sightings have 
come to light to allow 
for doubt.” he goes on. 
“For us its not a matter 
of believing but of 
investigating.” 

SertODS 

Mr Soper is puzzled 
about the scepticism of 
the British. 

He points out that a 
recent poll shows that 
two out of every three 
people in USA beUeve 
that craft piloted by 
intelligent aliens exist. 

“We don't get a good 
press, but we’re really 
very serious,” he said. 

“We receive and 
ansLlyse about 80 reports 
of sightings every month 
from all over the world. 

“We also try and 
awaken public interest 
in the subject, and of 
course we speculate as 
to what UFOs are. ” 

At a sympoeium held 
recently Contact 

International at Oxford 
Town HaU, some 120 
pet^le were shown 
sbdes of “genuine" 
flying saucers. 

They were also told of 
a mysterious “proven” 
UFO incident in New 
Mexico which, the group 
claims, was formerly 
hushed up but has now 
come to light through 
the release of official 
papen. 

Ooeer to borne — and 


CHRISTOPHER KOENIG 


Mr Soper says that 
Oxfordshire is a good 
place for spotting UFOs • 
the group is currently 
investigating a report 
from a Kidlin^on 
woman who saw a 
bright blue light shining 
down on her. and an 
Otmoor girl who, while 
out with her boyfriend, 
came across a flying 
saucer hovering over a 
haystack. 

Then there is the 
Cumnor couple who saw 
something that looked 
like Concorde standing 
on its tall and gleaming 
with magnesium lights. 

Mr Soper became 
Interested in the study 
of unexplained flying 
objects during 1959 


when he saw something 
oscillating above a 
Valiant bomber before 
zooming off to the north¬ 
east. 

Since then he has 
looked at hundreds of 
reported cases. About 
nine out of ten reports 
turn out to be false, he 
says. 

COVSMP 

For example there was 
the man who saw lights 
that turned out to be 
catised by a switching 
operation at Didcot 
power station. 

Since the international 
oi'ganisatlon was set up 
in 1967 it has recorded 
over 80,000 reports. 
More than 3,500 were of 
alleged landings. 


“My own view is that 
there are intelligent 
beings surveying us. 

‘They seem to be 
pguticularly Interested 
in our plants and 
hedgerows and they 
seem to be able to alter 
the usual spgu:e-time 
continuum. 

“I think these beings 
are able to communicate 
with people and then 
make them forget the 
experience. 

“I eUso think that the 
Government is covering 
up a lot of evidence of 
UFOs because they want 
to keep secret any 
research they are doing 
into the extraordinary 
powers of locomotion 
these machines have. ” 

Anyone wanting to 
join Contact UK should 
ring Oxford 726906. 




Strange lights 
over Colchester 
bring UFO claim 

THE skies over Cokhesler snd aacton are being wsiched closely this week 
after two sepante UFO sightings. 

The sightings, reposted what he saw as being an The wle report sec- 


by the East Anglian UPO 
and Paranormal Research 
Association, are utd lo 
be genuine sightings but 
still under investigation. 

The Hrsi happened as a 
man look a late night 
walk in the south of Col¬ 
chester on Thursday 
evening last week at 
about I ).30pm. 

Sheridan Lane of the 
Research Association 
would not reveal the iden¬ 
tity of the man bui said he 
was a middle-aged pro¬ 
fessional man. 

The «ufl described 


object with three search¬ 
lights fitted lo the under¬ 
neath, one at the front and 
two at the rear in a trian¬ 
gular shape, he said there 
was no noise and the 
lights did not flash. 

The man watched the 
object for two or three 
minutes and estimated it 
was 2.000 feet high. It 
then headed off towards 
Chelmsford. 

The second UFO was 
seen by two sets of peo¬ 
ple at (he same lime in 
Clacton and Colchester 
on Saturday 


The people report tee¬ 
ing a civil aircrifU prob¬ 
ably a jet. followed 
closely behind by two 
large balls of light at a 
height of about S.OOO 
feet. 

Orre of the people who 
saw them describ^ them 
as being like "foo fighi- 
en" often reported by air 
force pilots during World 
War II. 

The Research Associa¬ 
tion would like anyone 
who thinks they have 
spotted a UFO to phone 
them on their Hotline on 
(1268.286079. 


orange sort of disc with a quarter of a moon sized 
shape on the bottom” hover then disappear towards 
the east. 

“It was all very strange. My wife got up at 4.20 am 


Boffins try 
to unravel 
mystery of 
crop circles 

I FARMERS in Britain may be surprised to find 
I scientists wandering around their fields this 
I winter looking for circles in the snow. 

I' Mysterious circles up to 30 yards across, have been 
appearing in increasing numbers in cornfields in 
. southern England for several summers — and some 
researchers are continuing their quest for the causes 
during the winter. 

The government takes the O 2 4- S m.. 

view that the circles are a OlffrlTiriPfS 
natural phenomenon and the O B 

.editor of meteorological n 

loumal says they are caused 1^0111.1 Til IP 
by vortices. — w w 

But two englneeis studying 4.— 

them have ruled out TO fiTTOW 

whlitwlnds. UFOs, hooligans ” 

OT Meteomlogy and 

possible head ofits subsidia^Ceies. 

They are convinced that the ite, 
circles^ of com. flattened and “ 

j swirled into precise, symmet- voitices. 


rlcal patterns, are neither 
man-made nor within the 
realm of conventional science. 


“Hills interrupt wind flow 
. . . there is turbulence on Uie 
downward side and a vortex 


# ^ something there forms in that turtMience,” he 

for which we cannot account, gni rf 
said Colin Andrews, an elec¬ 
trical engineer. Crons are flattened bv the 


Crops are flattened by the 
pAWAw>fi>l death throes of a whirling 

f^owenui mass of wind, said Mr. 

“And it’s gathering mo- Meaden. Electric charges set 
mentum,” said Pat Del^do a up by the main vortex were 
retired electro-mechanical powerftil enough to Induce 


engineer more charges which formed 

This year the two, who have rinK around the circles. They 
written a book on the subject, could also charge the sur- 
expect to find crop circles in rounding air to form glowing 
greater numbers and prob- balls of light 
ably larger and more intncate ^sked why vorUces and 


Asked why vortices and 
circles were not more wide- 
roread, he said; “The rolling 


ab^t 50 in con- example, would be too big 

fined to a narrow band across wwuiu wc wu 

the southern counties of Andrews and Delgado have 
Hampshire and Wiltshire. been collecting data in 
But in 1089 they spread to Britain and abroad for more 
seven other counties and in than five years and have 
many cases people whose amassed pnotographs and 
famiues had binned Che land measurements, interviewed 
for generations said they had farmers and eye-witnesses 
never seen them before. and sent numerous plant and 

The ^vemment is aware soil samples for analysis, 
that circles have been 

appearing, a spokesman for They now beUeve that the 
the Xtinbtry of A^culture circles are created by some 
said. But it took the view that sort of energy force, but are at 
“this is much more Ukelv to s loss to pin It down. 


“this is much more likely to s loss to pin It down, 
result from a combination of . 

wind and local soil-fertiliW “ something completely 

conditions.” unexplored and 

Physicist and meteorologist unexplained.” fcir. £>elgado 


NEWS, South Waikato, New Zealcind - Feb. 22, 1990 CR: M. Bott 

v y ■ ^ including planets, stare and meteorological bal* 

I I M O r loons,” Mrs Perwick said. 

^ J m • ”1 would think that this sighting was a satellite 

I because they flash on and off and they can disappear 
Are aliens visiting our universe? One Putaruru ; very quickly if they are going through the 
couple are wondering after they witnessed “a big atmosphere.” 


Mrs Perwick said there were more than 7500 
satellites in the solar system and atmospheric 
disturbance can make them look unusual. 

“It would be Impractical for a UFO to visit our 


on Sunday morning arid came rushing back to get planet as the nearest star from us is thousands of 
me and we both witnessed the... thing.” years away. 

Jenny Perwick of the AucUand Astronomical “All bright sure flash orange, yellow, green or red 

Society said there are a lot of'slmilar sightings and they may change position according to the 
recorded each week but “unfortunately” they are atmosphere so there are a lot of things out there. 


a Hv a ys aataral phenomena. 

“ISmw sightings can be put down to many thi» 


**l do not think this was a UFO but that d 
■tan there is not life In other galaxies.^** 


Terence Meaden. ^tor of the | 


Pilots spot 
UFO over 
lower NI 

WELLINGTON (PA) — An unidentified Hying object 
was spotted by crews of two aircraft over lower North Island 
and top half of South Island early on Thursday morning. 

Safe .Air pilot Grant Jolley of Blenheim said he was 
flying an Argosy aircraft at 13,000ft from Auckland to 
Christchurch when his crew was contacted about 3am by 
a light aircraft just climbing out of Palmerston North. 

The crew of the light aircraft reported a strange light 
and asked the Argosy crew if they could see it. At first the 
Argosy crew did not see the light and Wellington radar when 
contacted said they had nothing on screen. 

Shortly after, the Argosy crew did see the light to the 
east. Mr Jolley described it as about sixbo'ten times brighter 
than the other observable stars and changing in colour from 
white, lo red, to green. 

The Argosy crew then contacted Wellington radar, but 
once again the object did not register. 

“The interesting thing was it was between the two 
aeroplanes,” Mr JoUey said. “It was to the west of him (the 
light plane) and the east of us.” There were about 60 miles 
between the two aircrafL 

Mr JoUey said another interesting feature of the sighting 
was that the light appeared to be below the level of the tops 
of the Elimutaka Raises. He said he was famUiar with Venus 
in the sky and the light definitely was not the often bright 
planet. 

At one stage, the Argosy crew turned their plane towards 
the object to see if it registered on the plants radar, but no 
reading was obtained. 

Mr Jolley said the object seemed to move on a parallel 
course to the Argosy and light aircraft and the two plane 
cre'A^ talked about it all the way down. 

Once on the ground in Christchurch, Mr Jolley said the 
object just looked Uke an ordinary star or rising planet. 

Safe Air pilots were at tlie centre of a series of UFO 
sightings over Kaikoura in 1978. 
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other close encounters he has ro> 
corded tkora Britain and the US 
over the past 40 years. 

*'It appears that they are 
fwfcing the tests on the humans 
because they are attemptinf 
some renetlc enrineerinc.’* he 
says. 

*Tbeir species is cettinf smal¬ 
ler and smaller so they wish to 
cross breed with humans to make 
them stronf er. 

“We’ve had hundreds of people, 
who have reported very similar 
experiences of being examined by 
entities. 

Sceptics say such claims are 
made by people, who are either 
lying, mistaken or deluded. 

There is no photographic 
evidence that aliens have visited 
earth apart from a few blurred 
pictures of unidentified objects 
on the skyline. 

But the problem that perplexes 
the experts in Linda’s case Is that 
she really does seem to believe 
she saw something and so do her 
children. 

“It was a fine summer night 
and we were walking along the 
canal bank picking flowers,** said 
dd-year-old linda, who is a 
beanty consultant and lives in 
Manchester. 

**My daughter noticed it first 1 
looked up to see a very bright 
rugby ball-shaped object coming 
down. 

“We thought it must be a plane 
on a nro<rasb landing and we 
^vcd down in the grass. It came 
over our beads and landed over 
the top of the embankment 

“When we got to the top of the 
embankment it was there hover¬ 
ing above the ground about 30 
yards away. 

“It was lopsided like a crescent 
moon or a boat and seemed to cot 
all the background noise out 

“It bad no doors and no wii^ 
dowa. 1 could not sec its top 


CONVINCED: Undo 

ALIENS 
TOOK 
ME TO 
THEIR 
UFO 

By Jonathan Calvert 

LINDA JONES cannot prove 
anything, but says she will 
stick to her story until her 
dying day. 

She claims she was taken 
aboard an Unidentified Flying 
Object and medically examined 
by tall creatures in dark suits. 

Today, she insists that along 
with her two children, she 
matrhptfl In aS Aval bCCa U Se of thiS bright light all aT- 


ound or 
Linda felt drawn to the object 
but remembers little of what haj^ 
pened after that. 

Several years later Linda was 
contacted by Manchester solici¬ 
tor Harry Harris, who was 
collecting evidence of alien en- 


ball of glaring light came 
hurtling to the ground only a few 
yards away from them. 

They scrambled to the top of a 
canal embankment and looked 
down on a 60fi-long crescent¬ 
shaped cralt bathed in light. 

Linda later underwent 

hypnotic regression and “remcm- counter* as a bobby, 
bered** going on board the ship Mr Harris paid for Linda to 
where she was medically have a thorough nsedical exam- 

examined. inatlon and the hypnotic re- 

Her children say it really did grenloo. 
happen •wH ftory She was able to recall going on 

will come as no surprise to board the ship and meeting 
delegates at this weekend’s world people 6fi 6ins tall with yellowy 


UFO conference being held at 
Eureka Springs, Arkansas. 

Conference organiser Walter 
Andrus, from the Mutual UFO 
Netwoiiu Seguin, Texas, says 
Linda’s experience, near Mai^ 
Chester, fits In with hundreds of 


akin and dark suits. 

Since the encounter. Linda and 
her children have become ill with 
previously unknown viruses and 
bad a number of odd experlcooes. 


SOUTHEND EVENING ECHO, Essex, England 
April 2, 1990 OR: T. Good 

New one for UFO list 


UFO FANS have been 
skywdlchinK with renewed 
vigour after a Thorpe Bay 
man reported flashing 
lights hovering over the 
estuary. 

He said he watched a 
circle of blue, orange and 
white lights for more than 
15 minutes at around 10pm 
on Wednesday. 

He said: “It couldn’t have 
been plane lights because 


these were clustered and 
pulsating fast. 

•*1 have never seen any¬ 
thing like it." 

Mr Bob Easton, investi¬ 
gator with Technical Phe¬ 
nomena Research, said the 
number of sightings in 
South East Essex had risen 
in a few months. 

He was not aware of 
Wednesday's sighting but 
would look into it. 


1 Mystery 
JlofUFOs 
It; tackled 
" "III ^mag' 

§ S SHIPLEY author and 
^ Ufologist David Barclay 
H ** has brought out a new 
^ ® magazine which explores 
E .C the mystery of the 
^ 'saucers’ in the sky which 
< ^ no-onc seems able to 
^ ^ solve. 

U Mr Barclay. S3, of Stub- 

£ bing Way. Shipley, is editor 
of the UFO Debate which 
he intends to bring out 


regularly. And the first pub- 
licaiion is filled with stones 
about sightinp in the Brad¬ 
ford area as well as the rest 
of the world. 

He said he intended the 
magazine to be an open 
forum for Ufological specu¬ 
lation. 

“I hope people will sub¬ 
mit articles. It is a very 
interesting subject and there 
IS a question to be answer¬ 
ed." he said. 

Mr Barclay, who has 
been studying Ufology for 
40 years, is working with his 
daughter. Therese. to pro¬ 
duce the magazine. 
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Flying saucery or 
pie in the sky? 


IN January this year 
the skies over Essex 
were alive with 
UFOs. 

or the SI irports of 
LIFO sightings in the skies 
over E»ex. 26 sightings 
were in Colchester and in¬ 
volved a total of 84 peo¬ 
ple. Can 84 people really 
be imagining things? 

Sheridan Lane, an in¬ 
vestigator with the East 
Anglian and Paranormal 
Research Association, is 
working over t im e investi- 
gaiing these reports and 
says that the figures for 
January are the highest in 
such a short space of time 
for years. 

But though she is sur- 
pnsed by the number of 
reports coming in. they 
follow last year's irertd 
when more ihtui 2.000 re¬ 
ports of UFO sightings in 
the region were made. 

She said; "We are mov¬ 
ing towards a time when 
it becomes unavoidable 
but to accept the idea of 
exira-ierresthals. and this 
will have many implica- 
lions.” 

Mrs Lane, of Straight 
Road. Boxied. has been » 
UFO investigator for just 
over a year. Before that 
she was a political jour- 
naliM and was writing a 
book about the conOict 
betw een Israel and Pales¬ 
tine. when she got in- 


Report by Gavin Hinks 


volved with the associa¬ 
tion. 

"My personal belief is 
that people, throu^ the 
mass media are betximing 
more comfortable with 
the concept. 

"Television pro¬ 
grammes. books and 
films ail have a role to 
play, even if they are fic¬ 
titious. 

"Most of what b imag¬ 
ined b possible and we 
don't use our imagina¬ 
tions enough." 

The East Anglian asso¬ 
ciation is a breakaway 
group from the national 
British UFO Research 
Organisation and was 
founded in July 1988 by 
just two membm. It now 
has over 100 members 
and rrwre people are join¬ 
ing all the lime. 

But they do not just see 
their role as documenting 
Uro reports, they abo 
play an active pari in in¬ 
vestigation. rigorously 
questioning any report. 

The association trains 
its own investigators and 
will not allow just anyone 
to play space detective. 

As aoon as a report 
comes in the association 
arranges to meet the wit¬ 
ness and asks him or her 


to make another stale- 
meni about the sighting 
so it can be cross-checked 
with the original lepon. 

The witness is then 
asked to fill out a ques¬ 
tionnaire in which they 
migN be asked if they 
have developed any unex¬ 
plained rashes, or if there 
was any feeling of nausea 
at the time of the incident. 

"After this." said Mrs 
Lane, "we check out other 
details. We phorre the 
civil and military aviation 
authorities to check if 
planes were in the area at 
the lime of the incident. 
Then we call meMforo- 
logical authorities to 
check the weather condi¬ 
tions. 

"Last year we threw out 
a quarter of (he reports af¬ 
ter investigation, but this 
does in no way mean that 
the rest of the sightings 
were flying saucers or 
exira-ierresirial space¬ 
men. it just means we 
have been unable to ex¬ 
plain the sightings." 

Sightings in this area 
include people in Har¬ 
wich, Cokh^er. Frinion 
and Clacton who simulta¬ 
neously taw a cigar 
shaped object hovering in 
the sky. and people in 



OVERTIME...Sheridan Lane 


West Mersea and Clbrton 
who saw a column of 
three lights hovenng in 
the sky and then flying 
away venicatly at great 
speed. 

However. Mn Lane is 
convinced that in some 
way pr anorher beings 
from jnoiher planet are 
visiting and may even be 
communicating with us. 


And just like star gaz¬ 
ing she says people can 
lake practical steps io 
spot their own UFO. 

"I would encourage 
people who are interesied 
to get a good pair of bin¬ 
oculars, they're often bet¬ 
ter than lelescopaa. and 
just be paiienl." 

Good hunting. 


UFO sighting is 
noteid in Matlock 


Eh Sir, Its elevation was 

,, I HAVE noted your arti- around 40-45* from the 
Cd cle regarding a UFO horixontal and took the 
LJ sighting as reported in this form of two overlapping 
week’s Matlock Mercury, circular lights, being 
Q 1 also saw a strange bright while in colour. 

^ sight in the sky on the 1 immediately thought 
fH same evening at approx- of the object being 
^ imaiely the same lime. unusual as iu size was far 
<y> At round 6.15 on Mon- greater than any sur in 
, day. January 8th. I open- the sky on that evening. 
^ ed the back door of my 1 asked my wife to 
0) house to put some rubbish j witness this unusual sight 
^ in the back yard dustbin, but she was too busy in 
1 noticed a strange ob-j(he kitchen, 
ject in the sky which ap-1 When 1 turned to look 
peared to be above st i< sga>n. (he object had 
Maaapn Hill although 1 disappeared. There was 
would not like to have a however an approaching 
guess at its distance from aircraft at the same posi- 
Wensley. >(ion but significantly 


lower in the sky relative to 
the horizon. 

This aircraft was emu- 
ting the usual red and 
green Hashing lights from 
its wings as well as other 
ancillary white lights. 

The aircraft lights were 
much smaller than the 
lights that 1 had initially 
seen. 

1 thought nothing of 
the sighting until the next 
day a( work when a 
member of the canteen 
suff related a similar 
sighting at around the 
same time in approx¬ 
imately the same location. 

She was driving her car 
towards Matlock when 


she noticed the strange 
sight in the sky, 

Her description of the 
event was similar to 
your's in that she stated 
that she had seen red and 
blue colours emanating 
from the object. 

I hope that you will 
find the above comments 
of some interest. 

NICK FRANK 
2 Eagle Terrace, 

Wensley. 

Nr Matlock. 
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Brewer’s UFO predictions 

Group to be set 
up for study 


BREWER Mr Osrek 
Longman la aaaking 
aoma aharp-ayao 
rocrulta to holp hunt 
down UFOo. 

Mr Longmon, who 
ainglo-handodty rvna 
OuRon Brood Brawory, 
Harbour Road, Outton 
Broad, baliavaa ho la 
oMa Io forocaat sttioro 
flying aaueora will 


Predict 


thay will be M«n, but 
net «h,n,- My, Mr 


H« ballbv,, th, 
flying elHMta appur 
an lay In^ aiMdi ara 
UiougM to run aeroaa 
anelant menumanta; 
and ha la aatting up 
tha Lawaalall UFO 
Oroup to eomplla 
w^maa oi ai^ianga, 

*1 am vary aurprlaad 
Ibat a auaibar of 
>aapla, Inataad of 


ridiculing ma, havo 

•aid thoy hava noon 
tMnga,” aaya Mr Long¬ 
man, who haa baan 
UFOa for 


Library 

Ha hepat tha group 
will eemplla a UPO 
library, racord alght- 
Inga and Intarvlaw 
paopla who aay lltoy 
havo ooon UFOs. 

Ho dooa net aecopi 
l^r^r o^icontide l^na^l^r ol 
the Hying snucar 
ardh u ala m . -Thats la 


port UF Oa than othar 
phanomanon,— ha aaya. 
Tha group will sloe 


tot larmort to report 
any atranga marfclnga 
bi drab wha a t 
-UFO phanamana 
ara on tha Incraaaa. 
Wo want to mako 
paopla awara el 
~ aaya Mr Long- 



antfMislaats. 








Cynics lose in close encounter with UFOphiles 



Eyewitness 


Erlend Clouston 

W EST Yorkshire has 
been a popular fly¬ 
past area for alien 
craft recently, and 
Sybil Harrison and Anni e 
Lund were anxious to get to 
the bottom of the matter. 

They had had a close en¬ 
counter a few years back: a 
mysterious light zooming 
past their church and up the 
Keighley valley, only to van¬ 
ish suddenly over Ilkley 


Moor. Miss Lund suspected 
the aliens were lured by an¬ 
cient fertility stones buried 
on the moor. 

The pair were among 20 at 
Britain’s first weekend 
course in UFOlogy at Ossett, 
West Yorkshire. 

The organisers, Andy 
Roberts and Philip Mantle, 
treated talk of mysterious 
lights and the like with cau¬ 
tious respect. Both are at¬ 
tached to the sceptical wing 
of UFOlogy. althou^ part of 
their mission is to persuade 
scientists to objectively ex¬ 
amine the extraordinary 
beans they have persuaded 
UFO victims to spill. 

Much of the morning was 
given over to the scrutiny of 
these '’contacts*’. Bob 
Taylor, a Scottish forestry 


worker, had his trousers 
shredded by a machine 
which looked like a grape¬ 
fruit studded with golf tees. 
PC Alan Godfrey had 
sketched and been temporar¬ 
ily consumed by a colossal 
globe outside a Todmorden 
woollen mill. 

On video, Jean from Batley 
recounted how she had been 
spirited aboard a spaceship 
where black-eyed spacemen 
had royally entertained her. 
This episode seemed to 
reveal less about spacemen 
than it did about 
Yorkshiremen. 

**Her husband didn't ap¬ 
pear the least bothered about 
what had happened to her,” 
said Mr Mantle. “He just got 
his billiard cue ready for the 
pub.” 


Mr Roberts’s lecture at¬ 
tempted to put all this in a 
historical context. People 
had been reporting other¬ 
worldly rendezvous for 
centuries. 

“Clearly, this is a core ex¬ 
perience that is being re¬ 
interpreted culturally,” he 
said, gravely. In Catholic 
countries, people saw the 
Virgin Mary rather than as¬ 
tral time-travellers. But the 
dedicated UFOphile is not 
routed that easily. 

“And what,” asked one . 
“about blind people?” No 
blind person had reported 
being dragged into a flying 
saucer, something that might 
have been expected if the 
phenomenon was all in the 
mind. Mr Roberts conceded 
that perhaps he had a point. 


Over lunch, it was clear 
that scepticism had made few 
converts. Someone had seen 
a humanoid in Huddersfleld, 
someone else a ’’lemon¬ 
shaped machine” over Dews¬ 
bury. Paul Westwood had 
spotted a glowing red ball in 
the skies over Pontefract — 
“one and a half times the size 
of a full moon.” Linda nod¬ 
ded: she'd seen one too. 

“I bet it were same object.” 
cried Paul, triumphantly. 
But Linda had made her 
sighting in Canada some 
years later. 

Reservations about millen- 
iumism (similar tales sur¬ 
faced at the end of the ninth 
century) were trampled 
underfoot, as was a Sheflield 
University man’s thesis that 
UFOs were possibly halluci¬ 


nations set up by overhead 
powerlines. 

Helplessly, the sceptical 
lecturers watched as the de¬ 
bate began to centre not on 
the possible reality of aliens, 
but on whether they were the 
kind of creature straight- 
talking Yorkshirefolk could 
do business with. 

David Barclay from Ship- 
ley. president of the British 
Earth Mysteries Society, had 
been pestered by “macro- 
cosmic amoeba” off and on 
since the age of 11, when a 
red-haired female UFOnaut 
had leapt at him from a 
“blimp” in a Leeds park. 

“If aliens are so keen to 
save us.” he asked in a sud¬ 
den flash of scepticism, “why 
come to such nondescript in¬ 
dividuals as myself?” 
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Canadians report 
141 UFOs in 1989 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) — 
Unexplained flashing lights and 
strange circles in the ground are 
spott^ in Quebec, a saucer zooms 
over houses in Newfoundland and a 
diamond-shaped object zips 
through the Manitoba sky. 

Throughout the country, people 
said they saw at least 141 unidenti¬ 
fied flying objects last year, ac¬ 
cording to what’s being tout^ as 
Canada's first national survey of 
UFO sightings. 

"It tells us that UFOs haven’t 
gone away, it tells us that UFOs 
are being seen right across Cana¬ 
da," said Chris Rutkowski, a Win¬ 
nipeg researcher who compiled the 
study. 

Rutkowski put together the sur¬ 
vey from reports submitted to pri¬ 
vate investigators, police and the 
Ottawa-based National Research 
Council, which supplied two-thirds 
of the material for ^e study. 

Such information was always 
available but never marshalled into 
a form that painted a picture of 
UFO sightings across the country, 
he said. 

More than half the reports didn’t 
have enough information to evalu¬ 
ate properly and one third had 
probable explanations, said Rut¬ 
kowski, who has a degree in astron¬ 
omy and is president of the 
Winnipeg branch of the Royal As¬ 
tronomical Society of Canada. 

Of the rest, seven sightings were 
stamped as solidly unknown, mean¬ 
ing they were seen by several 
people and investigated by the po¬ 
lice and National Research Council, 
without any explanation being 
found, he said. 

He related three such incidents. 
Startled residents of the rural 
Quebec community of Ste-Marie-de- 
Monnoir saw flashing lights glide 
over a field and out of sight. The 
next morning, they found strange 
circles swirM into the ground. 

At Wesleyville, Newfoundland, 
eight or nine people noticed a 
classic saucer-shaped object swoop 
low over rooftops and along the 
shoreline. 

And near Beaver Creek, Manito¬ 
ba, people reported seeing a dia¬ 
mond stepe with red lights zip over 
their car and out across Lake 
Winnipeg. 

Rutkowski stresses that he wants 
to take a rational, scientific ap¬ 
proach to the reports and will not 
offer any theories about unex¬ 
plained sightings. I 

But he hopes publicity from the' 
survey will spark more people to; 
come forward with their obKrva-’ 
bons, providing a larger body of 
evident that could be investigatad 
bysdentiats. 



• UFO MithiuJut B41k« Oram o, W1nd«mcra. atodying 
part a, hla aztaoalra Ufarary on tha aolijact. 


hooking up for UFOs 


'Dt* recant freak weather conditions ere the 
result, aev some scientists, of the green house 
effect • global worming caused by heat from 
the s\in trapped within the earth’s atmosphere. 

But the general woreening of the condition 
of our environment may help to explain some¬ 
thing that has baffled ecientiata and inspired 
the imaginatioo of fUm makers for decades • 
UFO’s (UnidentiSed Flying ObjectaX 

Windermere UFO investigator Mike Oram 
003^0 the growing number of occurrences of 
sittings « UFOs in our skieo may be linked 
to the changes in the environment. 

He doesn't believe any of theae changes are 
actual^ being caused by UFO’s, onlj, that 
visitore from other ploneta in the universe, 
concerned about the state we ore letting our 
planet got into, ore watching what is hap¬ 
pening. 

Mike says the deterioration of the envi¬ 
ronment has been going m for decades - it 
is onW in recent times that people have begun 
to take notice. And, he aadeo, it was only 
after we started exploding nuclear hombe that 
the modem an of uFO simtinn began. "UFO's 
have always been around, peniaps even since 
man came into being, but certau^ more so 
in the second half of tnia century. Tne modem 
age started in 1947, around the time we split 
the atom," he said. 

Mike, a londacape photographer, has been 
stud 3 rlng the science of ufolo^ for the past 
20 veors and has a eoUection of nearly 400 
books on the subject He also investigstes 
reported sightings and has appeared on tele- 
vision and radio prosrsmmea 

He is a member of North Lancashire UFO 
Investigation Group which has 12 members 
and meets every two wedu. Before moving to 
Cumbria, S8-yaar-old Mike lived in Eaaex 


where he used to run various UFO groups 
and print monthly magazines. Now, tnoiign, 
he is not so heavily involved. There doesn't 
seem to be too much going on here," he said 
• the last reported UFO sighting in the Gazette 
was in September 1963. 

The moat recent case Mike investigated was 
in (^rlisle in 1967, when a woman and her 
eon saw a UFO, but Mike has aeen something 
in South Lakeland himself 

In 1963 he waa working at an alternative 
healing establiahment on the banka of Con- 
iaton, near Ihrver. One evening he eew a huge 
golden orb hovering ebove the lake. "I had 
this strange feeliM of being watched, 1 can't 
put it into words,^he aaid. 

*nie orb swung round and hovered over the 
trees, I thought it might land there. I made 
a few steps and it just moved off. It came 
ht round in a semi-circle and then turned 
towards the Old Man of Coniston. 

"It waa a clear night and 1 could see the 
orb reflected in the Uke. It was perhaps 100 
feet in diameter.” 

Some UFO books note one sighting that 
happened near Coniston in 1964 as one of the 
most important ever. 'Die drawing of the UFO 
by the young boy who saw it was identical to 
that drawn by the American George Adamaki, 
who made eome of the moat famous oightings 
ever and claimed to have been in coDtact with 
the UFO's occupanta 

Now, though, as Mika Mid, Cumbria seems 
to be fairly quiet when H cornea to UFO sight¬ 
ings. But if you do see anything then you can 
phone Mike, on Windermere 86096, and he 
may be able to help clarify whether it was 
just a natural phenomenon like e weather 
bellocm. a aetellite - or perhaps oemething 
more unusual. 
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Film*makers hope 
for close encounter 



Students 


launch 


video 


probe! 


Scartiorough atorgazera 
have launched on extrater¬ 
restrial Investigation Into the 
mysteries of the universe. 

TMhnlcal College students 
Rob WhItUeton (25) and 
Shaun Stopbenson (28) are 
making a video on UFOe as 
part of their studies. 

'nrey are looking for local 
people artio think they have 
experimced a cIom encoun¬ 
ter with aitother world. 

Wltneseee will have their 
statements r e co rded on tape 
tor the programme, which Is 
part of a BTBC National 
diploma co ur se. 

“We are pardcularly 
anxious to get hold of doc¬ 
tors, teachers, poUeaman — 
reliable wttaaaeea arbo think 
they might have seen some- 
tlitif aat af tbi ordinary.” 
sMMibifl_ 


”If they don’t want their 
Identity revealed we can 
Mack th^ faces out.” 

ITm Investigators are also 
looking f(v flytng-eaucer 
photographs and scouring 
back IsMies of the Evening 
Nears tor sighting rapoils. 


“We have both been inter- 
deled in UFOs ftv years and 
this video preemts us arlth 
an ideal opportunity to look 
at the subject," added 
flham. 

they will be using an edlW 
|ng sutto at the North RMbig 


College to give their flnidied 
film the professional touch. 

Scarborough people have 
reported eeveral sittings of 
myetertous objects over the 
years. 

One of the rooet baffling 


m3rBteriM arms the so-called 
SUpho Saucer, which fell to 
earth in December 1067. 

The mysterious object, 
tound on SUpho Moor, con¬ 
tained copper scnUls Inscflb- 
ed arlth strange symbols that 
could have been an alien 
la nguag e. 
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SURPRISE! 


Lak£ ...“aliens may be gening 
worried about pollution'' 


MORE and more uniden- 
tifled flying objects are 
invading London's 
airspace. 

And die number is likely 
to keep going up as 
pollution destJToys the 
planet, a watchdog 
group have warned. 

May Flilton, of Central 
Park Road, East Ham, 
is one of more than a 
dozen people who say 
they have spotted a 
UFO in the past month. 

Mrs Flitton, 68, a retired 
bank typist, said she 
saw a blueish white 
light above the rooftops 
as she peep^ out of Iict 
bedroom window. 

She drew back the curtains 
to watch die unex¬ 
pected sight. 

“I just stood there abso¬ 
lutely fascinated," she 
said. 

“It had a triangular shape 
with rountM angles, 
and lights all rouiid its 
sides. I could not see 
the centre. It was 
moving very slowly 
from east to west 
towards Barking, There 
was no sound. The 
whole episode lasted 
about two minutes, 
then the thing just 


Green 
men^ 
after 
all. • • 


seemed to drop out of 
sight.’' 

The incident happened on 
Thursday, March 22, 
around 12.30 am when 
she was going to bed. 

Mrs Flitton did not wake 
up her husband, though 
she told him the next 
morning. 

”He believed me. but my 
son>in'law thought I 
had been on the bot¬ 
tle," she recalled in¬ 
dignantly. 

She phoned the East 
Anglian UFO Society 
~ which investigate 
sightings in London 
and surrounding 
counties. 

Barking-based researcher 
Roy Lake said he'd had 
a dozen cases to look at 


in and around East 
Ham last month. 

He collects statements 
from witnesses and 
checks with local 
airports aiKl radar sta¬ 
tions for details of 
flights. 

“More than 80 per cent of the 
cases 1 have worked on in 
the last 30 years rentain 
unexplained,'’ Mr 
claimed. 

He dismisses tales of little 
green men zapping 
humans to cinders — 
though he has investigated 
claims of abduction by 
aliens ~ and his message 
is unequivocally Green: 
’’Beings from other 
planets may be gening 
worried about the (kmage 
done to the Earth by 
excessive pollution. The 
whole universe could be 
affected.” 

After her experience Mrs 
Flitton — who did not 
previously believe in 
UFOs — admined she 
would like to find out 
more about extra-terres¬ 
trials. 

A Ministry of Defence 
spokesman said the unit 
dealing with UFOs had 
been disbanded years ago. 

• If you have seen a flying 
saucer phone Roy Lake on 
59447 ^. 

DANIEL 

SINGLETON 


MATLOCK MERCURY, Derbyshire, England - Jan. 26, 1990 CR: T. Good 

Flying object is 
'Seen in Matiock 


EAST ANGLIAN TIMES, Ipswich, England 
March 9, 1990 CR: T. Good 

RAF unable to 
explain separate 
UFO sightings 

A PENSIONER and a family-of-four from neighbouring 
Suffolk villages claim to have seen UFOs which looked like 
“lemons falluig out of the sky”. 

“Seeing it beleving,” said pensioner Mr. Victor Byford, of 
Bury Road, Stannin^ld. ’*0^ Monday I got up at 8J0 and 
looked out the window across the woods towards Long Melford 
and tbought an orange or lemon had fallen out of the iky. 

“Then, about 5.25 in the evening I was having my tea when I 
taw another leoKMi frlhng out of the sky in the wo^. My wife 
didn’t ace k eltbcr time because k vanished in a few seconds. I 
aoppoae it looked about the size of a pint mug hut 1 couldn’t tell 
how frr away k wa& 

“Then I beard on the radio about this family who had seen the 
tame thing down the road In CockOeld so I looked them up in 
the phone hook and spoke to the lady who said H was the same.” 

Mrs. Linda Sbotbok, of Bury Road, CockfSeld, said, “On Fri¬ 
day ni^t I was busy getting the dinner ready. My son was 
standing at the kkchen window when be zoomed outside and 
came rushing hack in to get us. John, my husband, went to have 
a look and called me so I went as well We had to hold my 
youngest son up so be could see k. 

“We stood there for about half an hour and watched H. There 
were three yellow Ights. One was larger and the other two were 
hoveling aiMve ground level It was a bit like a triangle. The kft 
oae look off to the left and then the right one went off lo the left. 
The thfad started hovering and then took off.” 

Fk. Uevt. Rusty Russell an RAF Honington spokesman, 
said nothing had h^n detected. “We have a 24-liour air traffic 
watch, which Includes radar, and a 24-hour meteorological 
watch. If k was la visual or radar range then we would have seen 
k. 

*Wc occasionally get people coming in with stories we can’t 
explain. It could have been many things. I’m not knocking what 
they say. I beHcve they saw something but we have to explain all 
the oChiff things first. I remember one instance in the Fa&lands 
when sou m one reported a UFO sighting which tamed out to be 
a haBoon wkh the sun shining on k.” 


AN Asker Lane resident of Matlock has 
reported an unideatified flying object allegedly 
seen over the town on Monday January 8. 

He wishes to remain circular in shape. 


anonymous and claims 
the object was dearly visi- 


The light appeared to 
pulsate or flicker and the 


bic after dark for a period upper pan of the object 
of three minuter from occasionally changed coF 
1816 hours to 1819 hours, our on the outer edges 
and immediately made a from red to blue to green, 
full report on the inci- A number of flashes of 
dent. the most beautiful blue 

•The evening was fine, colour came from 
clear and dry with good underneath the object in 
visibility and the resident well defined rays, and the 
claims the object was a lights bore no 
very bright of yellow resemblance to conven- 
and red colours roughly lional navigational lights 


on normal aircraft. 

The object approached 
the Matlock area from 
above Darley, NNW, fly¬ 
ing in an approximate 
southerly direction, then 
swung in an easterly direc¬ 
tion. eventually disap¬ 
pearing over Ril^r Hill. 

There was no dark 
shape of an aircraft 
against a lighter sky and 
the light appeared to be 
the whole of (he object. 

The height was about 
1500 feet at level (light 
and the resident estimated 
that the object covered 


about IS miles in the three 
minutes observed • giving 
an airspeed of about 
300mph.’ 

He also stated the ob¬ 
ject was larger than any 
aircraft and appeared to 
be completely transparent 
and suspected the light 
produced inside was white 
but appeared yellow/ied 
as the transparent 
material was tint^, and 
believed the blue light 
flashing downwards was 
probably ultra-violet 
light. 


He has enclosed a 
rough sketch of his 
sighting and would like 
any other reader who may 
have seen a similar 
sighting to send their 
report to the Mercury 
(names and addresses will 
be held if required). 

Send your details to; 
Flying Object, c/o 
Matlock Mercury, 24 
Bakewell Road. Matlock 
DE4 JAY. 

* NB. Don't accept any 
lift from little green men. 


SCIENTISTS probing the mystery of flattened 
circles in cornfields yesterday rejected claims 
that they are caused by fiingus. 

Colin Andrews, author of a book on the 
circles, which have been linked to UFOs, said 
the fiingus theory is “a load of bunkum." He 
added: “Whatever is 
causing circles Is a 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS, Denver, moving, rotating 
« • -1 'i.rt 1 force. Fungus cannot 

CO - April 30, 1990 dothat." 

CR: C. Carpenter Nearly 300 circles 

were reported last sum- 
UFOs I mer, and witness re- 

__ Hundredsofpeople.mclud- 

n...a mg some pilots, reported BBC staff recorded a 

spotting an unidentified blast of unexplained 

flyiiigobiectoverRonie.Policemthe JSofhe? 

Italian capital received numerous Biologist Michael 

caDs, describing a *kind of himinous Hall and artist Andrew 

banthstleftsmokeinitstrail’There 

have been several reports of UFO eaUng crop rSts?^ 

sightings over Belgium in recent Mr Hall said: “it’s 

only a theory, but a bet¬ 
ter one than little green 
men fivm Mars." 


Two UFO sightings 
puzziing to miiitary 


A FAMILY of four and an 
riderly man from neighbour¬ 
ing Suffolk villages daim to 
have seen UFOs that looked 
like “lonons faJliag out of 
the sky.” 

“Scieiag is believing,” 
said pensioner Victor Byford 
of Bury Road. Sunniagrteld. 


'‘On Monday morning I 
got up at 8.30 and looked out 
the window across the woods 
Sowards Long Metford and 
thought an orange or kmoo 
had fallen out of the sky. 

“Then, about 5.2S in the 
evening. 1 was having my tea 
when I saw another imon 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS, Denver, 
CO - April 16, 1990 

^ aovist UFO slglrtinaa 

^ Soviet pilots, air-tral9cos» 

troUers and hundreds of 
0" iCS resideitts m the Volga city 
^ of Ulyanovsk saw an unidentified 
flying object hovering above the dty 
^ betwetn 8:30and 9pjn.April 6 . WU- 
Mttes say k looked Bke a bhie-giM 
cd M, and seemed to be larger thaalke 
^ apparent siae of the moon. 


falling out of the sky in the 
wood. 

“Then I heard on the radio 
about this family who had 
seen the same ihi^ down the 
road in Cockfl^. so I 
looked them up in the phone 
book and spoke to the lady, 
who said it WU the same.* 

Linda Shotboit of Bury 
Road. Cockfleld, said, “On 
Friday night I wu busy get¬ 
ting the dinner ready. My son 
wu sunding at the kitchen 
window when he zoomed out¬ 
side and came rushing back In 
to get us. John, my husband, 
went to have a look and 
caUad me so I went u well. 
We hnd to hold my youngest 
SOT-op so he could see it. 


IPSWICH MERCURY 


“We stood there for about 
half an hour and watched it. 
There were three ydlow 
li^u. One wu larger and 
the Mber two were hovering 
above ground levd. It wu i 
bit like a triangle. The left 
one took off to the left and 
then the right one went off lo 
the left, llie third stiuted 
hovering and then took off. 

**ll wu eiPwr a big light a 
loag way away or a little 
li^t dose by. We were look¬ 
ing towards Cockheld 
Onwn, in the same direction 
u Mr Byford had seen it, 
which is about a mile away, 
and it seemed about u far 
away u that—aiay^ a bit 
doser. 

Suffolk, England 
CR: T. Good 


“The way Mr Byford 
described h wu exactly the 
same,” she said. 

Her older son. Benjamin, 
14, had a normal interest in 
UFOs “like any boy his age” 
and the family had no parti¬ 
cular interest until they saw a 
programme about 
unexplained circles in 
American com fiekls before 
Christmu, she said. 

Fh. Lieut. Rtuty Russell, 
a spokesman from RAF Hon¬ 
ington, said. “We have a 
24-hour air traffic watch, 
which includes radar, and a 
24-hour meteorological 
watch. If it wu in visual or 
radar range then we srould 
have seen it. 


- March 8, 1990 


UFO fever 

The appearance of uniden¬ 
tified dying objects in the 
U.S.S.IL has become so 
commonplace that the Soviet press 
says it is getting tired of such reports. 
Still, Tass was intrigued by tales of a 
UFO that is said to have hovered 
while creating a cylindrical hole 15 
feet deep, 4 inches wide and tilted at 
a 7(kl^ree angle. Many residents in 
. the village of Voronez reported see* 

' Ing a huge fireball above the ground 
the night before the hole was discov¬ 
ered. The official Soviet news agency 
also said that regular flights by UFOs 
were detected by air defense units 
statkmed around Pereslavl-Zalesski. 

Lookout teams at 20 vantage points 
in Belgium^ntthe Easterwe^end 
scanning the skies for UFOs. Ten 
scientists and observersflewLn aplane 
to k>ok for a silent, himinous. low- 
flying triangle sighted regularly over 
the hills in the south of the country. 
Thejrfonnd nothing. 

CR: C- Carpenter ^0 







FORTEANA NEWS 



VOICE OF THE VALLEY/ Maple Valley, WA - March 29, 1990 



Scott Torroll/Skagit Valley Herald 

John Andrews has traversed the hills and forests of the Northwest searching for casts of the creature's footprint,, such as the one shown here, and compiled evidence 
definitive proof that the animal called Bigfoot exists. He has made plaster of Paris to produce a scale model of the sasquatch. 


Creatures of the foresi 

Camano Island man searches for proof that sasquatch lives 


By PAUL SWORTZ 

Staff Wril«f _ 

ome people are content 
to believe in myths. 
John Andrews has spent 
more than 20 years 
looking for one. 

For the last two de¬ 
cades, Andrews has 
spent his vacations in 
the woods looking for 
tracks and other evi¬ 
dence that the a^uatch 
— Bigfoot — exists. 

When not actually tracking, Andrews 
has spent numerous hours with praple 
who claim to have seen the tall, upright¬ 
walking cousin of man that some believe 
lives in dense forest, almost undetected 
by man. 

Abnoit undetected. For 25 yean, 
fooqirints, hair samples, hundred of 
eyewitness reports tnd film footage have 
teased amateur and professional sasquatch 
hunters alike. 

Today, the scientific community is di¬ 
vided over the beast, with anthropologists 
willing to consider the reality of Bigfoot 
treated with derision by colleagues and 
members of the public. 

One scientist who accepts that sas- 
quaicfaes exist is Washington State Uni¬ 
versity professor Orover Krantz, whose 
willingness to make his work public has 
expos^ him to such criticism. 

And while Andrews praises the detail 
ol Erantz's work, the two disagree owK 
hov to prove such animals exist. 




This btaak and whtta photograph of a cok>r tnovls taken by Frank White In a forest 
near Bel l in g ham In 1977 has been added td the evidence that Is being studied by 
•la edemlflc community. 


During Andrews' expeditions in the 
woods, he arms himself only with a upe 
recorder, an 8mm movie camera, plaster 
of Paris and a bag to collect suspected 
sasquatch feces or "scat.” 

However, Krantz, on sabbatical at 
Oregon State University in Corvallis, 
Ore., said none of the evidence Andrews 
could collect with those tools would make 
convincing evidence for a skeptical pub¬ 
lic. 

"What's necessary to prove it is a 
body," Krantz said in an interview last 
month. "Anybody trying to prove it by 
any other means is just wasting their 
time. 

"I think the animals are real, I have 
{no question of that, but I'm hoping that 
som^y someone will find some ^fini- 
tive evidence," Krantz said. 

I Krantz said he is worried continued 
I disbelief in the sasquatch will lead to the 
eventual destruction of the animals' habi¬ 
tat "If we kill one, then the authorities 
I will have to pay attention to it, and then 
we can pass laws to protect the rest of 
them.” 

Organized, skilled hunters armed with 
extremely powerAil weap^ and svith 
bear or elk hundng exp^ence need to 
j search die sroods with mly one quarry in 
I mhid — a sasquatch, Krantz said. 

I Widi hundreds of reported sightings in 
the U.S. and Canada over the last hun¬ 
dred years, Krantz believes someone may 
hasp already shot and killed a sasquatch 
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NEW TRUTH, Auckland, New Zealand - Dec. 8, 1989 


but did not report it, fearing he had killad 
a man or broken some law. 

In a collection of studies about the 
sasquatch, Krantz urges hunters who 
have die chance to shoot and kill one of 
the animals and if possible, bring back a 
piece. 

Understanding that a whole animal 
would be too large for a tingle person or 
pair of people to cany out, Krantz sug¬ 
gests that a successful hunter bring out 
the head, jawbone or foot of the animal. 

“In reaction to the above recommen¬ 
dation, I have already been asked, ‘Isn’t 
it possible to get such proof without 
committing murder?’ To this I can only 
respond, ‘Isn’t it possible to eat a ham- 
bu^er without being a cannibal?’ “ 

I^ing a sasquatch would not be mur¬ 
der, Krwtz said in a 1979 paper, since 
the sasquatch is not human in any sense 
of the word. Upright walking, he said, is 
not a sign of being hunnan “unless one 
wishes to include penguins, tyrannosaurs 
and kangaroos in this category." 

But Andrews plans to continue his 
search for Bigfoot, and he wants to shoot 
the animal only with his camera, to prove 
to himself that the animals exist. 

“I could bring in tons of tracks and 
piles of poop — it should be enough, but 
they (scientific researchers) won’t be sat¬ 
isfied until they bring in a dead one," he 
said. 

“I try to keep objective as well as 
interested,” he said, recalling that the 
seed of his interest was planted by an 
article in Bays Life magazine. 

From the time he read that article in 
the late 1950s or early ’60s, the seed 
sprouted and grew into an intense interest 
in the animal. That was when he started 
talking to people who had seen Bigfoot. 

Andrews now works as an environ¬ 
mental plarmer for the Swinomish Tribe. 
But in the 1970s he was working near 
Helena, Mont., where he met and started 
working with a sheriffs deputy who 
shared a keen interest in the unexplained. 

The deputy, Andrews said, was the 
man sent out to investigate reports of 
unidentified flying objects (UFtDs) and 
other strange phenomena. Together, 
Andrews and his partner formed a non¬ 
profit corporation to collect information 
about Bigfoot sightings. 

And there were a lot of them there, 
Andrews said, between 30 and 40 reports 
per year, with many of the people who 
saw the animal refusing to acknowledge 
what it was. 

But Andrews' interest led him to do 
more than just talk about the animal with 
people. When numerous tracks were dis¬ 
covered in the Blue Mountains in Eastern 
Washington, he went there and found 
what he believes are authentic tracks. 


He unwrapped a white plastic grocery 
sack and pulled cut a piece of plasler 
some 16 inches long and 8 inches wide, 
one result of his trip to the Blue Moun¬ 
tains. 

He also has collected some hair sam¬ 
ples and some feces found on the eastern 
side of the North Cascades. And while 
carrqiing one night on a Bigfoot expedi¬ 
tion in the Sisl^ou range of southern 
Oregon, someone — or something — 
hurled a rock at a nearby tree where the 
men were camping. 

Andrews said he suspects the rock- 
thrower may have been a sasquatch, as 
some people who have seen the animal 
report that it does throw rocks some¬ 
times. 

“Twenty years, and all I’ve got to 
report is a rock, a bunch of scat and 
maybe a footprint,” Andrews said. 

’The scat — feces — he found has been 
given to John Almack, a biologist for the 
state Department of Wildlife who has 
spent the last four years searching the 
North Cascades for grizzly bears. 

Almack said he has not yet had the 
chance to analyze the feces — one of 
more than 350 samples he and others 
have collected. 

And while Almack said he is skeptical 
about the existence of Bigfoot, he is 
keeping an open mind. “I question it 
scientifically, but it would neat if 
there were something out there like that,’ 
he said. “If someone walked in with a 
carcass tomorrow. I’d say ‘sonofagun,’ 
because as scientists, we’re also trained 
not to be close-minded about something 
like that.” 

Krantz said people generally take three 
stands about sasquatch. “Th^ ate the 
people who say they’re absolutely real, 
the people who say absolutely not and the 
people who say ‘I don’t have enough 
information.’ The first two are almost all 
fools — people who’ve made up their 
minds with almost no information. 

“My best guess is it’s man’s closest 
living relative that goes back to a com¬ 
mon ancestor more recent than man and 
apes,” Krantz said. 

As for Andrews, he will continue his 
search here, in British Columbia and 
other parts of North America. He en¬ 
couraged people who think they have 
seen a sasquatch to call him at his Cam- 
ano Island home at 387-9692. 

“If it weren’t this. I’d probably be 
chasing some other myth,” Andrews 
said, holding a clay model he built to 
scale, detaihng many of the sasquatch’s 
retorted physical features. 

“Even afier all my psychological 
preparation. I’ll probably be freaked out 
when I finally see one.” 


UNEXPLAINEi^S 
MYSTERI 


DO huge apemen 
inhabit the thick 
forests of the Pa¬ 
cific Northwest? 

An anthropologist 
at Washington State 
l^niversity is betting 
his reputation as a sci¬ 
entist that Bigfoot 
exists. 

Professor Grover 
Krantz says he has seen 
enough proof to make him 
a benever The anthropol¬ 
ogist has collected 65 
casts of footprints that he 
claims were made by 20 
individual apemen. 

The casts which have 
brought the most attention 
were made in 1982 near 
Walla Walla. Washington, 
by Forest Service patrol¬ 
man Paul Freeman. 

Krantz says the 15-inch 
footprints reveal whorls 
and ridges so complex, 
they could not have been 
faked even by a master 
craftsman. 

Freeman said he was 
patrolling in his pickup 
truck when he spotted 
some elk. He got out of 
the truck and went closer 
to see if they had any 
newborn calves with 
them. He followed the elks 
over a ridge and smelled 
a very foul odour, like 
strong urine. 

Freeman came out 
onto an old logging road 
and was walking around a 
sharp bend when he saw 
an enormous creature 
coming down a bank out 
of the Dush 

The creature stopped 
about ten feet away and 
faced Freeman 

Freeman recalled; "He 
was huge —about nine feet 
tall and 450 pounds with 
reddish-brown hair all 
over his body He has 
powerful arms and shoul¬ 
ders and wore a dumb an¬ 
imal look." 

Suddenly the creature 
raised the hair on the 
back of his neck and 
shoulders m a threatening 

f esture. Freeman stood 
rozen for a few seconds 
and slowly turned and 
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walked away After about 
three steps he looked over 
his shoulder and saw the 
creature running up the 
road at a fast pace, taking 
long strides. 

Freeman watched 
Bigfoot for about three 
minutes until it vanished 
into the woo^ He got into 
the pickup and immediate¬ 
ly reported the incident to 
his superiors. 

"We went back up 
there a couple of hours 
later and found 21 very 
clear footprints.” he re¬ 
called. We tried to follow 
them, but they stopped 
when the road got rocky. 
The dogs were no use— 
they either couldn't or 
wouldn't follow the trail" 

Krantz believes the 
Bigfoot IS a relic of the 
population of 

Gigantophilhecus blacki. 
enormous 800-pound 
apemen that were tnought 
to be wiped out half a mil¬ 
lion years ago, 

Harvard biologist Ste¬ 
phen .lay Gould said he 


would like Bigfoot to ex¬ 
ist. but does not believe he 
does. 

Gould said; “If it ex¬ 
ists. why is it that all we 
have for evidence are a 
few fuzzy photographs and 
foo^rints?" 

Gould believes that if 
such a large creature ex¬ 
isted. then scientists would 
have captured one by now. 
or at least have found 
some skeletal remains. 

California wildlife pho¬ 
tographer Ivan Marx 
claims he recorded on 
Him Bigfoot bathing in a 
swamp at the foot of 
Mount Shasta in 1985. 

The footage and other 
Bigfoot film clips taken by 
Marx can be seen in an 
intriguing movie documen¬ 
tary proijuced by .Amazing 
Horizons, of Sunnyvale. 
California 

Dr Warren Cook, a pro¬ 
fessor of anthropology has 
examined Marx s foblag- 
of the Mount Shasta 
Bigfoot encounter and 
says they are authentic 


I Visiting professor 
^ believes in Bigfoot 

j= By DAVID RUBLE 

u ----— 

jd of the Daily Barometer 

^ The sasquatch, also commonly known as 
' "Bigfoot,” is a legendary creature, which 
g some say roams the forests of the Pacific 
Northwest. The creature also looms in the 
m minds of people trying to prove its existence. 
One of these people is Grover Krantz, a 
visiting professor of anthropology from Wash- 
> ington State University, who has studied the 
o creature for more than 20 years, 
u "Dot think that the animals are there? Yes,” 
' Krantz said. "1 have no question about that 
S anymore.” 

y Krantz has collected evidence in three 
S categories that he feels supports the creature's 
a, existence. 

m The first category is eyewitnesses, people 
„ who have stories to tell about encounters with 
H the creature. According to Krantz, he has talk- 
^ ed to more than 40 people he believes to have 
had some sort of encounter with a sasquatch. 
g “I can! find anything wrong with their 
o stories,” Krantz said. 

§ The second category of evidence Krantz has 
O collected is footprints. Krantz has 85 plaster 
casts of footprints, which he said were made by 
the creature. Krantz has also been shown 
tracks of the creature six times. 

"You can read a good deal of anatomy in a 
foot print,” Krantz said. 

The third piece of evidence is a film made in 
1967 by bigfoot hunter Roger Patterson, The 


film, shot in 16 mm, stjows a large, dark-haired 
creature walking on two legs across a clearing. 

Krantz has talked to Patterson and Bob 
Gimlin, who was with Patterson the day he shot 
his famous footage. 

Krantz believes that Patterson’s film is real 
footage of a sasquatch. 

Gimlin was skeptical about the existence of 
the creatures before he and Patterson saw the 
one, and both of the men described the same 
event, Krantz said. He believes their story and 
the film footage. 

The best proof that could be found to estab¬ 
lish the existence of the sasquatch would be the 
recovery of a body or the remains of one. 

“I’d like to see the remains of one,” Krantz 
said. A few bones would be ample proof of the 
creature’s existence, he added. 

Krantz estimates that there are 2,000 or 3,000 
creatures in existence in North America. 

“That's assuming they live in the Pacific 
Northwest and parts of C^ada,” he said. 

There have reports of similar creatures 
in every province in Canada and every state in 
the United States except Hawaii and Rhode 
Island, according to Krantz. 

“There can’t be less than 200 and I can’t 
imagine there are more than 20,000 (crea¬ 
tures),” he said. The creature is definitely a 
higher primate, because of the creature's wide 
shoulders and arm structure, and the way it 
walks on two legs, according to Krantz. Hu¬ 
mans are the only primates with the type of 
bipedal locomotion exhibited by the sasquatch. 

”lt is a primate, a higher primate. It’s in the 
ape-human group,” Krantz said. "It is more 
human in some characteristics than an ape is.” 
Even though the creature walks with the same 
bipedal locomotion as a human, it cannot be 


assumed to be intelligent, according to Krantz. When our 
ancestors first learned to walk, they were still stupid, he said, 

“In relation to humans they’re shy,” Krantz said. They are 
mildly curious, but tend to leave the area when there are hu¬ 
mans around, he said. 

He said that most of his colleagues don’t believe in the sas¬ 
quatch and think that Krantz is being fooled. However, a minor¬ 
ity take him seriously. 

Krantz got interested in the sasquatch when he was 17 years 
old, then took a serious interest in the creature in 1958. Krantz 
started studying the creature in-depth in 1969. 

“I’m always curious about things that are weird or unusual,” 
he said. “Just ignoring it seemed intellectually dishonest. ” 

Krantz said that he has never seen a sasquatch, but if he did 
he would want to shoot it. 

The sasquatch may be an endangered species, Krantz said. 
Shooting one would prove its existence and in the long run would 
help the animal. If it was known to exist and known to be en¬ 
dangered by humans then the creature could be protected. 

“It would be desirable to protect them,” he said. 

Krantz hopes that someone has shot one of the creatures and 
thought that they had done something illegal, either shot a hu¬ 
man or a laboratory animal. Krantz is looking for such an indi¬ 
vidual to come forward and tell him about it. 

“1 just can’t believe that someone hasn’t brought one down," 
he said. “I could promise such a person fame or anonymity . " 

Krantz said he beUeves half of the stories he has heard and 
read by people about their encounters with the creature, and 
that when hunting for a sasquatch one place is as good as an¬ 
other as long as it is in a forest in the Pacific Northwest. 
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Photo turns into big 


Photographers: Don’t believe it 


By Will Macdonald 

Gazette Staff Reporter 

GASTONIA — Customers at Jack 
Rabbit One-Hour Photo store set the 
photograph down on the counter and, 
hunching over, intensely examine it 
Some take their glasses off and 
hold the print close to their face. 
Some turn it from side to side, while 
others use a magnifying glass. 

The trained and untrained eye 


both agree that the picture shows a 
white robed figure arms out¬ 
stretched, standing in what appears 
to be a swirl of light and dark clouds. 

Believers say the figure is Jesus 
watching over the area when Hurri¬ 
cane Hugo hit last fall. 

But two photography experts 
Friday said it is a fake. 


By Will Macdonald 

Gazette Staff Reporter 

G.ASTONIA — Fake or not, a curious 
photograph is drawing flocks of the 
faithful who are making a pilgrimage to 
Gastonia photo stores. 

Believers say the photo’s robed image 
with arms outstretched is Jesus keeping 
watch over the area during Hurricane 
Hugo last fail. 

The photo has surfaced as Christians 
get ready to observe the most holy day 
of their religion. 

Whether the claim is true or not, the 
photo has turned the nation's attention 
to Gastonia. 

Skeptical? Consider the following: 

• A man from Maine said he will fly 
to Charlotte-Douglas International Air¬ 
port today and then drive to Gastonia to 
buy a copy of the photograph. 

• A woman from Orlando, Fla., called 


the Wal-Mart in Gastonia on Friday af¬ 
ternoon and ordered 200 copies of the 
photograph. She said she would arrive 
in Gastonia today to pick them up. 

• Since Tuesday, reporters from radio 


and television stations and newspapers 
from Hawaii, Florida, New Jersey, New 
York and Arkansas have called. 

While Wal-Mart store manager 
Truman Elliott and assistant photo lab 
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1 man’s monster 
is another’s art 

Taxidermist shapes Bigfoot as hobby 



By DON HUNTER 

Daily News reporter 

While thousands of people milled through Sullivan Arena 
past booths hawking hunting and fishing trips Saturday, 
Mark Baehm fashioned a torso for a critter he’s never seen 
and, to tell the truth, doesn’t believe in. 

Ten feet tall with a pointed head. Shoulders that would 
have trouble getting through a garage door. A face only a 

gorilla could 
love. 

Meet sas- 
quatch, Big¬ 
foot. Yeti. The 
North Ameri¬ 
can cousin of 
the Abomina¬ 
ble Snowman. 
Next to the 
Loch Ness 
Monster, the 
most popular 
creature never 
known to ex¬ 
ist. 

“The short 
neck, the pot 
belly, the 
muscular legs, 
very thick 
around the 
ankles, you 
notice,’’ 
Baehm said, 
stirring a 
bucket of clay 
and pointing 
out the fea¬ 
tures of the 
world’s shyest 
anthropoid, 
"And the 
usual big feet. 


MU. ROTH / Arx^KKage D«(y N«ws 


Robert Goosen works on a mold of Bigfoot 
at the Sportsman Show at Sullivan Arena. 

We’re still kind of feeling our way here.” 

Baehm, a sculptor and taxidermist, spends most of his 
time working on bears, birds and other standard taxidermy 
subjects in his Palmer studio. But the sasquatch is a pet 
project; the grizzly-sized male Baehm is putting together 
during the Great Alaskan Sportsman Show is part of a 
three-member family destined for a museum in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

Baehm’s interest in sasquatch has carried through more 
than a decade of research in Oregon and Washington. He 
says he has interviewed dozens of people who claim to have 
seen the reclusive man-like creature, and designs his Bigfool^ 
family on an amalgam of their descriptions. 

Baehm said he doubts the creature actually exists, but 
believes many of the people who claim to have seen the 
creature are sincere. 

“I tried to talk to as many people as I could. I’m 
interested in what they saw, what they felt when they saw 
it, if they thought it was real. 

“Most of the people are for real. Their eyeballs get like 
this when they talk about It,” Baehm said, his bands 
fota|M baseball-sized circles. 

‘Tte a non-believer. But if I ever dDiOMCt this leRMi(>ra 





Some see Christ in photo. 


shake his hand or run like 
hell. I’ll tell you that,” he 
said. 

Baehm thinks most Big- 
foot-sighters probably spot¬ 
ted bears from a distance or 
at an odd angle. Standing 
erect, a brown bear or a big 
black bear would be close to 
the 8- to 12-foot-talI range 
most often reported, he said. 

Escaped gorillas wander¬ 
ing territory where people 
don’t expect to see apes may 
have provided the grist for 
some early sightings, he 
speculated. 

“That’s a possibility. 
There is a similarity, ape to 
sasquatch.” 

Real or not, the people 
wandering past Baehm’s 
booth at the sportsmans’ 
show had no trouble identi¬ 
fying his subject. It may 
have been just wads of 
shredded wood and clay 
slapped on a plywood-and- 
wire frame, but there was no 
doubt what Baehm was put¬ 
ting together. 

That kind of instant rec¬ 
ognition, and the massive 
size of the anithal, suggest to 
Baehm that a real Bigfoot 
couldn’t have eluded hikers, 
hunters and evidence-seek¬ 
ing sasquatch trackers this 
long. 

“Today, with all the dog 
hunting, the helicopters and 
everything, our country has 
become very small. I just 
don’t feel like it could be 
that evasive. It would have 
to be much more intelligant 
IkM we are to avotd baiag 
aaglMM or riiot.” 


seller 

manager Paul Greene were busy giving 
interviews Friday, a long line of cus¬ 
tomers waited patiently to buy copies. 

One woman watched as her daughter 
bought 14. They’ll give them to family 
members, including a daughter in 
Mississippi and a son in Tennes.see. 

“Jesus was watching us during that 
storm,” the woman said. “It has to be 
him. ’The storm could have been much 
worse than it was.” 

One of the customers waiting in line 
was Greene’s father, Carl, 

He bought four copies and plans to 
give one of them to his brother-in-law, 
who is a preacher. 

“I think it’s real,” said Greene. 

His son tells his customers over and 
over again: “I tell them it’s an image on 
a piece of paper, take it or leave it.” 
said the younger Greene. 

That’s what Elliott told reporters 
from the Fox network, Charlotte televi¬ 
sion .stations and radio stations in 
Kansas, Mo., and Dallas, Texas, who 
called Friday morning. 

“The thing you have to say is it is all 
in the eyes of the beholder,” said Ell¬ 
iott. 

Workers at Jack Rabbit One-Hour 
Photo in Eastridge Mall are offering the 
same advice. 

“Eveiybody is asking me what my 
opinion is,” said manager Orville Ed¬ 
wards. “1 look at the picture and it 
makes me feel good. 1 believe it.” 

But everyone has to' make up their 
own mind, he said. 

Even the identity of the photographer 
is shrouded in mystery. 

The photograph showed up on a roll 
of film that was brought into Jack Rab¬ 
bit shortly after Hurricane Hugo hit 
Gaston last Sept. 22, Edwards said, 
“Sometime during that first week one 
of the employees noticed the photo¬ 
graph," he said. 

There are no records of the cus¬ 
tomer’s name, but a few days after 
picking up the film, the customer re¬ 
turned and ordered a dozen prints. 

Each week since then, Edwards said 
at least two to four customers come in 
to buy prints. 

He said his boss has discovered cop¬ 
ies of the print in Charleston and West 
Virginia. 

Wal-Mart got the print from a Gaston 
County woman who gave store officials 
permission to make copies. 

Elliott said the store is not making 
any money from the prints. 

Since the beginning of the week, Wal- 
Mart has sold more than 1,000 copies. 
The price is the same a customer would 
pay for any other print: $1.47 for a 5-by- 
7-inch and 28 cents for a wallet size. 

The demand has left workers weary. 
“This has gotten totally blown out of 
proportion,” said Elliott. “I wish we'd 
never gotten into this mess.” 

Even the chain’s division manager 
asked for a copy. 

Rather than charge customers. Jack 
Rabbit’s Edwards is giving copies of the 
prints to customers who make a con¬ 
tribution to the Gaston Literacy Coun¬ 
cil. 

“1 wasn't going to sell it,” Edwards 
said. “If it is really him, I don’t think it 
would be right to make money off it.” 





STATE JOURNAL, Lansing, MI - March 18, 1990 DAILY NEWS, Ft. Walton Beach, FL - May 4, 1990 CR: R. Reid 


URBAN LEGENDS 


EXPRESS-NEWS, San Antonio, TX - Jan. 21, 1990 CR: A. Huron 


BAMN. HAN! WAIT UNTIL YOU GET A LOAD OF MOTNMANI 


by Ian Harold Brunvand 

W hat human-shaped creature has huge 
red eyes, a 10-foot wingspan, stands 7 
feet tall, is gray and scratches car roofs? 
Give up? It's Mothman, a West Virginia 
flying monster. 

Normally, I bypass supernatural lore, but 
S( catching on a car roof sounds like it belongs in 
an urban legend. Besides, recently a caller to a 
radio talk show, where I was a guest, wondered 
what I knew about .Mothman. 

According to the caller, the monster was sup¬ 


posed to have been created by an accident in a 
chemical plant, and he thought the Mothman 
scares had occurred about 20 years ago. 

Supposedly, numerous West Virginia teen-ag¬ 
ers saw Mothman when they were out parking. 
The creature usually was perched near highways, 
flying overhead or sitting on car roots, and even 
was said to have killed somebody. 

I found no death claims in my notes, only re¬ 
ports of Mothman scares occurring in 1966-67 
near Point Pleasant, W.Va. Reports of Mothman 
usually state that at least 100 people saw the 
monster, and perhaps twice as many others 
were afraid to report their sightings. 


Unfortunately, the only written sources are 
btxjks for children or sensationalized and un¬ 
documented accounts of "mysteries in the 
mountains" that fail to quote identifiable per¬ 
sons. 

Something triggered the Mothman scares, but 
the stories also incorporated existing folklore. 

Scratching on car roofs is a familiar detail 
from a legend called "The Boyfriend's Death." 
In this story, a madman hangs the murdered 
boyfriend's body upside down from a tree limb 
overhanging his car. The girl inside the car hears 
the scratching of the corpse's fingernails on the 
roof. 

In "Living Monsters,' a childrens paper¬ 
back bcxjk, we read how "Lou and Carla" 
heard a scratching on their car roof as they 
drove past an old power plant late one 
night. 

They reported the incident to "Officer 
Mac" of the Point Pleasant Police, who — 
despite the actual scratches in their car's 
paint — pcKth-poohed their account. 

Later, the bcxik continues, many others 
in town saw Mothman, and eventually 
Mac's police car was found near the power 
plant with its top torn open. The book con¬ 
cludes, "No one ever saw Mac again," 

Similar children's books with titles such 
as "Weird and Mysterious" repeat this tale 
as well as one about "a girl named Connie" 
who supposedly saw the creature unfold its 
wings and raise itself "straight up, like a hel¬ 
icopter." 

A California schoolteacher sent me a 
copy of the response her class got when 
they wrote to the Point Pleasant Chamber 
of Commerce asking for Mothman details. 


One claimed the 
Mothman sightings were 
connectecfvith UFOs; 
another said a nearby 
miiitary storage site was 
Mothman's home. 


The chamber's secretary replied she 
knew nothing about "Officer Mac," but en¬ 
closed photocopies of other Mothman arti¬ 
cles. One claimed the Mothman sightings 
were connected with UFOs; another said a 
nearby military storage site was Mothman's 
home. The letter also mentioned books ti¬ 
tled "The Mothman Prophecies" and "They 
Knew Too Much About Flying Saucers." 

Sightings of huge birdlike figures have 
occurred repeatedly in many locations, 
leading some investigators to believe there 
must be SOMETHING out there. 

Other local monster figures — such as 
"The Green Man" of central Pennsylvania 
and "Hyrum the Ax Murderer" of Utah's 
Uinta Mountains — also are said to have 
been created by accidents involving chemi¬ 
cals, explosives or electricity. 

For variety, you sometimes hear about a 
wandering swamp creature, such as the 
"Lizard Man" that supposedly was sighted 
several times during summer 1988 near 
Browntown, S.C. 

"Lizard Man," according to press re¬ 
ports, was 7 feet tall, had red eyes and 
"chewed up" car roofs. 

Why should creatures from space, or 
monsters spawned by industrial accidents, 
be so attracted to the tops of our cars? ■ 

Jan HaroU Brunvand is a folklorist aryj profassor of English at 
tha UrMvarstfy of Utah Sand your guastions and urban legands 
for Brunvand in care of Sunday Magazine PO 80x2171 San 
Antonio, Texas 78297-2171 


Inventors 
flock to 
exposition 



Yoshiro Nakamatou holda hla Enerex, a device he clalma 
will enable automobllea to run on plain tap water Instead of 
gaaollna. In Monroeville, Pa., on Thursday. 


MONROEVILLE, Pa. (API - 
If necessity is the mother of in¬ 
vention. is silliness the father? 

One might think that, based on 
some of the gizmos and gadgets 
on display Thursday when a con¬ 
vention to market Inventions got 
under way. 

Among the items: a portable 
fire escape that can be anchored 
inside a window in a burning 
high-rise, a trap designed to lure 
fleas off the carpet and a device 
to repel mosquitoes with sound 
waves. 

Also displayed: a plastic gun 
that clears clogged drains with a 
blast of compress^.-d air. a sand¬ 
laden trash can that won’t tip 
over, and golf shoes with playing 
tips stitched across the toes. 
Would you believe a zipper tie? 

Promowrs and inventors from 
around the world showed off 
their creations at the 
Monroeville Expo Mart In subur¬ 
ban Pittsburgh, seeking in¬ 
vestors and marketers. 

'The start of the three-day ex¬ 
hibition marked tlie unveiling of 
the engine created by Yoshiro 
Nakamatsu. who became known 
as the "Eklison of Japan" after 
inventing the computer floppy 
disk and the digital watch. 

Nakamatsu said his pollution- 
free engine, called Enerex. runs 
on tap water alone and can 
create three times as much 
power as a standard gasoline 
engine. 

"It will generate electricity for 
any purpose," he said. 
"Petroleum will exhaust in 100 


years.” 

He said he plans to modify the 
engine and build a special vehi¬ 
cle powered by It. 

Nakamatsu displayed some of 
his otl>er inventions, including 
packages of "brain food," which 
he said contains "good 
elements" to encourage clear 
thinking The snack food, which 
tastes like seaweed, is sold in 


Japan. 

Nakamatsu. 62. said Ustening 
to Beethoven's Fifth Symphony 
and swimming have helped him 
maintain the creativity that has 
enabled him to obtain more than 
2,000 patents In the United States 
and Japan. 

“My best place to create inven¬ 
tions Is under the water," he 
said. "So I swim every day." 


He gets three or four calls a month. 
Two weeks a month, he wears 
camouflage and walks through 
forests to look for signs of BIgfoot. 

Kapa says the last time he saw 
signs was more than a year ago in 
Michigan's Hillsdale County. 

King, director of the Mlchigan- 
/Canadian Bigfoot Information 
Center based in his home in Caro, 
isaCeneralMotorsCorp presstgv 
erator. He said he doesn't believe 
there has been legitimate evi¬ 
dence of a Bigfoot In Michigan 
since he saw one in 1983 while 
driving to work. 

He said he learned secrets about 
Bigfoots from Sallsh Indians who 
claim to communicate with them. 
"I'm intelligent enough to know If 1 
know the animal Is there, it knows 
I'm there." he said. 

King has an unlisted telephone 
number because everyone Impor¬ 
tant In Bigfoot research knows 
how to reach him, he said. Kapa 
wants as many people as possible 
to know his hot line number, (517) 
843-6302. 

Kapa has not seen a Bigfoot, and 
King said he saw two In 1978 in 
Kingston, and the one in 1983 south 
of Caro. 

The arguments go back and 
foilh, and they both know it won’t 
end unless someone proves Big¬ 
foots exist and what kind of ani¬ 
mals they are. 


Bigfoot trackers hit 
fork in investigation 


By GREQ LOPEZ 
Gannett News Service 

Back when Art Kapa and Wayne 
King were friends, they used to go 
into the woods to wait all night for 
Bigfoot. 

King would shout something like 
•*llga-booga-booga.’’ which he 
learned from Saltsh Indians who 
claim to communicate with Big¬ 
foot. Kapa would tell him (hat if 
Bigfoot had any sense, it would run 
(he other way. King would open a 
can of sardines and throw it to bait 
Bigfoot. and Kapa would say he 
might as well throw crackers, too. 

They would sit on lawn chairs 
and wait. But each time they end¬ 
ed up in arguments over Bigfoot so 
loud they would have scared it 
away. 

Kapa and King — two nationally 
known Bigfoot investigators who 
live 9 miles apart in Tuscola Coun¬ 


ty In Michigan's Thumb — haven't 
worked together In almost 10 
years. 

King. 53, said he believes Big¬ 
foots are an American ape. and 
Kapa. 57, said he thinks they prob¬ 
ably have human characteristics. 
King said he will shoot to kill It if 
he sees it, and a group In Dallas 
Offered him millions for Its body. 
Kapa said he will only photograph 
and videotape it. and if King shoots 
tt, he should be charged with pre¬ 
meditated murder. 

Other Bigfoot experts don’t 
agree on who Is rlghL 

K.opa, director of the Bigfoot In¬ 
vestigation Center based In his 
home outside Mayville. has a farm 
and Is, retired from the construc¬ 
tion business. He keeps hit car 
packed with jugs of water, plaster 
of Paris and cameras in case he 
gets a call on his Bigfoot hot line. 




